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NTRIES RESPOND TO DAMASCUS DECLARATION 
18 idda AL-MADINAH in Arabic 7 Feb 83 pl 
e] one dispatch from AL-MADINAH's correspondent Kamil Hazir]} 
t Kuwait--Kuwait announced that the Iranian threats to the — Ss states 
e continued. This came in a statement by ‘Abd al-'Aziz Husayn, Kuwaiti 
ister oi state tor cabinet affairs, when he replied tO a qu et ion put ¢t ir 
-MADINAH about the recent statements of Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the Iranian 
lis Speaker. 
T.e Xuwaiti minister of state said: We hear these threats everyday. We do 
regret them and Kuwait has sought and is seeking to put an end to the 
lranian-Iraqi war. . 
.uwaiti minister indicated that the Kuwaiti Amir received a message from 
‘agi President Saddam Husayn on the tripartite (Iranian-Libyan-Syrian) statement 
said: Kuwait was hoping that all the Arab efforts would be utilized to 
Lieve peace in the region and to stop the human and material losses in the 
lranian-Iraqi war. 
thin the same framework, AL-MADINAH learned from informed Gulf sources that the 
region's countries are following with concern the efforts that Algeria and the 
PDRY are discreetly making in order to contain the results of the tripartite 
statement that are likely to influence the march of the collective Arab action. 
jever, umber of Arab circles are not so optimistic about the results of 
t lgerian and PDRY efforts because they believe that the Damascus tripartite 
statement stems from a strategic alliance between the three countries that signed 
tie statement which aims to achieve a strategic goal that may result in 2 funda- 
mental change in the political map of the region. 
Se sources indicated that contacts are currently taking place among the region 
states in calm atmospnere away from any other differences in order to azree on 
int step it it appears in the horizon that the effects of the tripartite state- 
ment are aimed at the GCC states before anyone else. The sources stressed that 
the present Gult stand is still the same one that was announced during the recent 
summit that was held in Bahrain. 
° 
‘? ° +400/190 


1 














- 


Ot, 


o 
oa y 


~_r— ee a 


on estimated 


cti 


7 


estimated 


ion 


oduct 


nr 
. 


7 


iestic 


dinars 


Uiasid 


U 


* 


ab 


© 


6.87 


estimated at 


on dinars 


74-2 


£9 


-O 


7 4 


r 


D1Iiil 


eis 


3 


lion 


* 
wai ad 


personal 


s 


10 Feb 83 GF] 


4 


GM 


~ 


a aed 
ae ee 


eed 


ahrain 
xt 


ae] 
D 


OLISHED-- 


‘ 2 
Aw 


rms 


~ + 


montn. 


2 


” 
as 


Irom 


es durin 


untri 


al 


- 


~~ 
ov 


indu 


ured by 


ri 


nationas 


GLU 


no page 


c 
A 








ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


LESANESE ARMENIAN GROUPS CABLE OFFICIALS 
‘011341 Beirut ZARTONK in Armenian 4 Jan 83 p 2 


_Cable sent by the Armenian parties and religious groups to the Lebanese 
president, prime minister and president of the National Assembly on the 
Kidnapping of Apraham Ashjian, member of the Armenian Tashnak Party Central 


aahae 


‘Text] The Lebanese Armenians from everywhere have assembled at the center 
of their country for a silent gathering, without sectarianist and ideological 
partiality. Along with the renresentatives of the three Armenian parties, 
leaders of religious groups and political workers, the Armenians are 
expressing their resentment and condemnation of the criminal act against 
Apraham Ashjian, member of the Armenian Tashnak Party Central Committee, on 
the morning of 29 December 1982 when he was heading from his residence in 

Al Ashrafiyah to his job in Burj Hammud. 


The people who have assembled in a silent meeting here condemn those criminal 
nancs that executed that deed as well as the hidden aims behind it. They 
are declaring that they cannot stand idly by and watch these evil acts which 


aim to strike at human dignity and at the security of the Lebanese citizen. 
They also aim to strike at the Armenian parties in general and their leader- 


ships in particular. 


For these reasons the Armenian citizens declare this Monday as a day of 
weneral strike and resentment against this vile act, which was directed 
ayainst one of the well-known members of the Tashnak Party, Apraham Ashjian. 


The Armenian citizens express gratitude for all your excellencys'’ efforts 
made in this aspect and hope that you will once again urge the concerned 
governmental services network to make all possible efforts to unveil the 
hidden sides of this issue, arrest the criminals and bring back the kidnapped 
person to his family, party and people, in order to take measures against 

new complications and enable human rights to be safeguarded in Lebanon. 


‘Mv God protect you fromevery danger for the sake of the eternity and pros- 


peritv of Lebanon. 


‘Signed] The Assembly of Armenian Parties and Religious Groups. 


CSO: 4605/14 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ARMENIAN YOUTHS URGE RESISTANCE TO TURKISH PROPAGANDA 
'°011951 Beirut ZARTONK in Armenian 23 Dec 82 p 2 


l issued by a group of Armenian youths to the Armenian intellectuals 
n Armenia and abroad on 1 December 1982; place not given] 
iext}] The Turkish authorities and their courtiers the Turkish intellectuals 
as well as the Turkish radio and all the propaganda organs have launched a 
large anti-Armenian campaign, particularly to distort the facts about the 
origin of the Armenians and the proprietorship of the western Armenian as 
well as various attempts to deny the genocide of the Armenians. 


This work is being carried out in Turkey, Europe and the United States, 
usually through foreign language publications. Moreover, in the course of 
the past 2 months the Turkish radio has begun to relay regular Arabic 
language programs to defame the Armenian people by declaring the Armenian 
cause and genocide as unfounded. 


It is ture that in the past centuries and particularly in the past 70 years 
the Armenian intellecutals have spared no efforts in the holy act of reveal 
revealing the history and truth through hundreds of publications in 

and foreign languages. However, the time has come for the same intellectuais 
to once again use their powers and through their articles, publications, 
performances and rich and modern historical facts unveil the Turkish author- 
ities, who are distorting and denying the history and rights of our people. 


We call on our historians, cultural workers, orators, and article writers 
to concentrate now on the issues of the legitimacy of the Armenian cause 
and the perpetrated genocide and suitably retaliate against those who deny 


the historic origin and fatherland of our people and the various massacres 
perpetrated. 


besides using Armenian, it would be more purposeful if those publications 
performances were in foreign languages also, particularly in Arabic. 


wae 
‘ pata 


Our cultural, youth and literal movements, unions and establishments in 
the fatherland and out of it can be extremely useful in this work. 








we are confident that all the children of the Armenian people will be aware 
: the basic and important nature of our appeal and do their utmost to 
fend our just national causes and the righteousness of our demands. 


we 


T 
o- 


It is requested that all our dailies in Diaspora publish this call. 
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APER WARNS U.S. AGAINST 'PROVOCATIONS' 
PMO091635 Tripoli AZ-ZAHR AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 24 Jan 83 p 1 
[Editorial: "America: Archenemy of Freedom"'] 


(ixcerpts] It appears that the United States did not learn the good lessons 
the Libyan people taught it in the defeats it suffered in 1970, 1980 and 1981, 
when it tried to subject this tough people to its policy, rob them of their 
freedom and dignity, and get its hands on the people's wealth and gains. All 
its attempts have failed utterly in the face of the steadfastness and resolve 
of the people who want to be free and to have a place in the sun, or else die 
with honor rather than accept humiliation, servility and subjugation to the 
leader of colonialism and symbol of imperialism, the United States or any 


other power. 


Experience has shown time and time again that the United States does not work 
ror peace and the prosperity and stability of mankind. Instead it is in a 
hurry to invent and manufacture the latest weapons to destroy mankind in order 
to threaten the safety and security of the independent peoples, terrorize them, 
spread division among them and give financial backing to terrorist gangs in 
order to undermine their security and spy on them, so that it can achieve its 
colonialist objective of subjugating all the world's peoples, taking control of 
their lands and turning them into military bases and thus suppress their free- 
dom and exploit their wealth in order to strengthen its own economy and starve 


the owners of this wealth. 


Thus the United States has become the archenemy of the peoples and the symbol 
of colonialism and imperialism. Confronting it and resisting it are no ionger 
wrong or an unwarranted mutiny. Rather these actions are a great honor ior 
whoever stands in the face-.of this filthy devil and shouts: no subservience, 
no servility, no submission and no surrender. 


ihe United States is no longer the terrifying specter and the unbeatable beast 
atter its successive defeats in Vietnam, Nicaragua, Iran, Cuba, Ethiopia and 
other locations of revolution and steadfastness. 


The U.S. administration and its failed actor Reagan must realize, as they nowa- 
davs carry out their naval and air maneuvers close to our skies and territorial 
waters in an attempt to provoke us and challenge our strong will, which has 











-eteated them more than once in a history filled with crimes and savage agzres- 
. gainst innocent peoples, that we are not terrorized or intimadated by 
their ridiculous attempts to subject us to their aggressive policy and to domin- 
are stronger than U.S. fleets and aircraft, stronger than its naive 
zents wno have sold their souls to the devil and abandoned their 
inciples. We are highly confident in ourselves, and our morale is 
7h a determined to defeat the United States and its agents, and it is a 
reat honor for us that the world's biggest imperialist power is hostile to 

yer that practices terror and dictatorship over all the world's people. 
: h ty is a testimony to our innocence of all the lies and falsehocds 
tnat the United States spreads about us and which accuse us of terror and 


nostility to peace. 


All the world’s peoples realize that we are right to be hostile to the United 
States because it wants us to kneel down, surrender and sell our souls to it. 
It does not want us to beitriend it; it refuses friendship based on mutual respect 
ind truitful cooperation. Rather, it wants us as despised agents and slaves 


worshiping at its feet. 

The United States is suffering from power madness, which prompts it to race to 
produce the latest nuclear and neutron weapons in order to crush man; it sets 

up missile bases on unarmed islands and displays its fleet and air force in the 
“ecgiterranean, the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic; it provokes independent states 


in order to undermine their security and stability on the pretext of protecting 
its interests and preserving peace and human rights. 


vou are amazing, Ronald Reagan, fool and failed actor: where are the human 
rights that you want to protect? You and all the previous actors in the U.S. 
administration are one and the same in usurping human rights and eiipprese te 
man himself. Are you trving to ignore all this and to mislead the world's 
peoples and so conceal the truth from them? 


sad tne 
railed administration and exposed the U.S. aggressive plans and schemes. 


\ll the world peoples have long ago exposed the lies and falsehoods of your 
lhe United States is the enemy of freedom and peace in the world and the cause 
of starvation and oppression among peoples. It has been keenly pursuing this 
dirty colonialist policy in order to impose its might and domination on the 
plan ret and it does not wish anybody to be hostile to it or raise his 


we have not entered U.S. territory or territorial waters in order to provoke it; 
rather it came to our territorial waters and skies in order to provoke us. We 
are defending our skies and territorial waters as well as our existence on the 
land. We have a right to do so, and the side which is right always wins. 

we warn the crazy Reagan and the failed political actor personally and his 
antiquated administration of the consequences of carrying out any action aimed 


against our freedom and dignity. 
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LIBYA 


"JANA' REPORTS AL-QADHDHAFI COMMENTS ON RELATIONS WITH BEN BELLA 
1.D091250 Tripoli JANA in Arabic 0900 GMT 9 Feb 83 


[Excerpt] Tripoli, 9 Feb (JANA)--In an interview carried by French television 
channel one Col Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi said: We have not heard that Ahmed Ben 
Bella has decided to use violence. However, we do know that Ben Bella is 
carrying out a campaign for the upholding of human rights in the world. This 
was noted in the course of his reply to a question on the discovery by French 
police of weapons in the house of the aide-de-camr of former Algerian President 
Ben Bella and claims that these weapons were from Libya and that Libva is 


giving all means of support to sen Bella. 


The leader explained: According to what we have heard, Ben Bella is against 
violence and the use of weapons. We do not believe that Ben Bella has been 
engaged in any political activity, especially in opposition work against 
regimes in the region: we have become aware of the so-called Islamic opposi- 
tion. However, this is an attempt to terrorise the living force in the Islamic 
and Arab worlds and to terrorize the Aram nation. The Arab nation is facing 
pressures and provications at various levels, and any initiative on our part 

is described as terrorism and violence. 


The leader went on tc say: Imperialism and Zionism are trying, through a 
psychological terrorist campaign they are waging against the Arab nation and 
the peoples of the Third World, to conceal the real terrorism they constantly 
practice in order to distract world attention and to allege that the Arab 
nation and the peoples struggling for freedom are the ones engaged in inter- 


national terrorism. 


cso: 4500/91 
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‘Mare Kravetz dispatch: "Libya: Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's Green Diplomacy" } 
(Excerpts} Franco-Libyan relations, which have officially improved, could 
herald a radical change in Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's diplomacy. The man who 
andes terrorism and now claims to be leader of the "green movement" and 
pacifism in the world is wondering whether something new in happening in the 
west. 
indeed, the bad relations with Giscard and the untimely remarks have been for- 
The French Embassy in Tripoli, sacked and burned on 4 February 1980 
rollowing the GAFSA events, has meanwhile been entirely rebuilt by the Libyan 
authorities. A new ambassador, Christian Graff, who is particularly au fait 
with regional matters, especially the Chad question, has been instailed in it 
with a dynamic team anxious to pursue an open and attentive diplomacy. 


gotten. 


Furthermore, despite the deterioration in Franco-Libyan relations, business 


continued. More than 2,000 French citizens, aid workers and their families, 


still work in Libya, 900 of them on military bases where France enjoys a 
>enerally favorable reputation. 

Today, as the colonel himself told us, "things are constantly improving." ‘Abc 
al-"Ati al-‘Ubaydi, Libyan "secretary" for foreign affairs, ponte’ to us 
that he would visit Paris shortly, and the French assert that the joint cooper 


mmnissions, which have not met since 1978, will resume their work in 
March under the chairmanship of French Foreign Trade Minister Michel 


When I asked Colonel al-Qadhdhafi why he himself had not received {French 
external relations minister] Cheysson last June, he replied: "I am neither 
heac of state nor holder of an official post, and I am not in a position to 
Nonetheless," he added, "if a meeting with the 
I will have the opportunity to explain our 


receive a foreign minister. 
French president can be arranged, 
position to him." 


The current Franco-Libyan normalization may mark the start of a more profound 


change in Tripoli. ‘ 
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"In politics,’ ‘Abd al-‘Ati al-'Ubaydi explained to me, “there are no permanent 
good relations and no permanent bad relations." When he asked Colonel 
al-Qadnhdhafi to explain his policy toward the United States, he stressed that 
the break had not been made on Libya's initiative. "At the beginning of our 
revolution,” he said, "we thought we could establish good relations with the 
Western countries which, like us, are 'people of the book,’ whereas we were 
very hostile to the Eastei:n Bloc countries. History has shown that the United 
States deliberately declared itself our enemy, going so far as to directly 
threaten our territorial waters 18 months ago in the Gulf of Sidra affair, 
whereas the USSR and its allies have never done anything against us." 


Al-Qadhdhafi nonetheless denied that he has become a "Satellite" of the USSR. 

"We buy from that country arms which are necessary for our self-defense, and we 
have relations of friendship and cooperation in keeping with our mutual interests. 
Anybody who respects our sovereignty can have such relations with us.” 


Of course the Libyan leader thinks that the United States intrinsically ceserves 
condemnation for its imperialist policy throughout the world and its "submission 
to Zionist interests'’ in the Arab world. The USSR however, al-Qadhdhafi added 
while conceding that, being a superpower itself, its strategy is not always in 
keeping with its principles, “respects other countries' independence, supports 
progressive movements, does not establish military bases outside its borders and 
does not threaten any country's sovereignty.” 


Not even that of Afghanistan? We asked. 


"T think,'' al-Qadhdhafi replied, "that the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan 
is 4S legitimate as our forces’ intervention in Chad in 1980. In both cases a 
lawful government asked its ally to give it help against foreign interventions. 
I would regard the USSR as being in the wrong if the Afghan government asked it 
to withdraw and it did not, as we did in Chad." 


Behind the oratorical gloss one nonetheless has the impression that "something 
has changed” in diplomatic circles in Tripoli, and it is justified by the need 
for Libya to break its isolation and remove the risk of exclusive dependence on 
the USSR by diversifying its relations and trade. Some people think that al- 
Qadhdhafi, faced with his relative African failure after the fiasco of the two 
OAU summits, with the collapse of the Arab world which is pushing his dreams of 
unity into the limbo of an improbable future and also with his own economic 
difficulties, is seeking not only new partners but also other interlocutors 
with whom to discuss the future of a threatened planet, of which he thinks he 


is now one of the great men. 


Defining his foreign policy principles, al-Qadhdhafi told us that it was 
characterized mainly by frankness and truth. Many people doubt that. But as 
one French diplomat said: 'Why not take him at his word?" After all, when 
Claude Cheysson came to Tripoli he immediately saic that there were major 
areas of agreement between the two countries, and just as many areas of dis- 
agreement, including the near east question on which the French and Libyan 
positions were diametrically opposed. It is therefore pointless to discuss 
that problem, our minister apparently then stressed. 


ll 














A witness who was present at the scene told me that al-'Ubaydi, Claude Cheysson 
Libyan interlocutor, showed some surprise at that statement but then admitted 
that that might in fact be a good starting point. This message may be heeded 
elsewhere. It may even be heeded in Washington itslef. However, it is necessary 
to find messengers capable of making Ronald Reagan's administration see that 
al-Qadhdhafi is no longer “international public enemy number one." But the 
future of Franco-Libyan relations will undoubtedly be a decisive test for 
assessing the extent to which there has been a real change in Tripoli. 


So: 4500/91 
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JORDAN 


"AL-SHA'B' PUBLISHFS NEW POLITICAL DAILY 
New Daily 
JNO51100 Amman PETRA-JNA in Arabic 0945 GT 5 Feb 83 


{[Text] Amman, 5 Feb (PETRA)--The first issue of the Jordanian newspaper 
SAWT AL-SHA'B was published in Amman today. It is a daily political newspaper 
published by the AL-SHA'B Press axd Publishing House. 


In its editorial the paper affirmed that, as it is issued today, it realizes 
that its birth is part of the national press experience, and hopes to be a 
positive factor in developing the climate of tolerance which prevails in 
Jordanian society. It also hopes to be a sincere partner in crystallizing 
public opinion trends by devoting its mission to sublime national and pan-Arab 
ambitions. Among its editors are an elite group of Arab and Jordanian writers 


and editors. 


Policy Outlined 
JNO51130 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 0500 GMT 5 Feb 83 


[From the press review] 


[Text] In its editorial entitled "A Message and Responsibility," SAWT AL-SHA'B 
says: The issuance of SAWT AL-SHA'B this morning to take its place alongside 
its companions gave rise to new questions and expectations: what new things 
will the paper provide for its readers? How does it see its message and role 
in the vital environment of the society in which it is published and with which 
it grows and interacts, and in the greater environment of the nation to which 
that society belongs? What are the ,»rofessional and national values which will 
form the characteristics of the paper. How will they define its course as a 
new platform for dialogue and interaction and an open communications channel 
with the society, assuming a role and importance through an ability to influence 
and influenced, interact and participate in the developing enlightenment? 


SAWT AL-SHA'B today realizes that it will be operating within the framework of 
a national press experience that has managed over the years to participate in 
developing and consolidating the role of the Jordanian press and the quality 
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jordadian society. This nas been achieved by continued endeavors to respond 

to the citizen's permanent desire for freedom of expression and speech, which 

SAWT 4:+-SHA'"B considers to be the main gateway for participation in national 

and social responsibility and a sound course toward enrichment of the national 

experience by respecting and serving man's right to knowledge and urging him 

to exploit this right through response and participation. 

The contemporary press, as we view it at SAWT AL-SHA'B, is a means for communi- 

cation that serves man’s right to knowledge and enlightenment. The role 

or the paper is defined by its social message, with its human, cultural and 
icional dimensions and its ability to be a direct tow-way communications and 

y 


ntluence channel with public opinion in society 
intluenced by this public opinion and ensures that it does not avoid its 
worries, ambitions, problems and aspirations for one moment. 


We view the information presented by the paper in particular, and by the other 
communications and informational media in general, as a basic element in social 
and economic organization in a continuously growing society. This growth is 
2rmed by the ability of the individual in society to develop his knowledge, 


gove 
capabilities and culture. In the final analysis, these are results of 
enlightenment in society, the motor of the homeland's experience and the real 


guarantee for achieving individual ambitions and continued progress. 


we want the paper we issue today to participate in crystallizing the course of 
public opinion in society and to play a positive role in serving our national 
ambitions, led by His Majesty King Husayn. These ambitions aim at a balanced 
society permeated by understanding, moderation and openmindedness toward the 
spirit and requirements of the age, a society continuously progressing toward 
social justice, respect for the citizen's rights and encouragement of his sense 


We will endeavor at SAWT AL-SHA'B to explain the signs and implications of the 
Jordanian experience and the role of Jordan, its leadership and its Jordanian- 
Palestinian family in the defense of the future, the existence and the usurped 


rights of the Arab nation. We will also endeavor to deepen its good values and 


nm mene 
> } 


will seek to become an Arab voice constantly affirming Jordan's affiliation 
to its nation, commitment to its causes and conviction in its message, which 
is also capable of reviving and restoring Jordan's historical role in serving 
human civilization. 


CSOL 4400/191 
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jelegation yesterday ended a weeklong visit to Jordan during which it held 
m to bolster 


talks with the Jordanian trade union of air transport and tourism 


SSR DELEGATION DEPARTS--Amman, 25 Jan (PETRA)--A Soviet aviation workers un 
[Excerpt] [JN251022 Amman PETRA in Arabic 0930 GMT 


bilateral relations. 
25 Jan 83 JN] 
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LEBANON 


"MONDAY MORNING' INTERVIEWS WALID JUNBLATT 
NC120818 Beirut MONDAY MORNING in English 31 Jan-6 Feb 83 pp 25-32 


[Interview with Progressive Socialist Party [PSP] leader Walid Junblatt by 
MONDAY MORNING correspondent Muna al-Sa'id; conducted in English--date and 
place not given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] How would you describe the outcome of your recent talks 
in Saudi Arabia? 


[Answer] I would describe it as positive, in the sense that the Saudis are 
anxious and afraid about the future of Lebanon--anxious because they don't want 
Lebanon to be engaged in a process of normalization with Israel, since that 
would lead Lebanon to catastrophic consequences; and afraid because of what is 
happening, because of the lack of progress towards the withdrawal of the 


Israeli troops. 


Lack of progress in this matter avtomatically affects the credibility of any 
American initiative. We are speaking nowadays about the so-called Reagan 
initiative, which, I think, is linked to progress in Lebanon. After all, the 
so-called "peace for Galilee" operation was also, in a way, an American initia- 
tive. Let's see now if the Americans can do something more positive than the 


"peace for Galilee." 


[Question] In the light of your meetings with Saudi officials, how does Saudi 
Arabia view the way Lebanon has handled the negotiations so far? 


[Answer] As I told you, the Saudis are anxious and afraid. I think the Lebanese 
have a lot of interest in Saudi Arabia--the Lebanese as individuals and Lebanon 
as a state--so we have to be careful. Saudi Arabia is quite an important power 
in the area and we must not isolate ourselves. Egypt paid a huge price for the 
Camp David agreement. Can Lebanon, this small, internally divided country, 
afford to pay the same price? I don't think so. 


[Question] In other words, the Saudis are not pleased with the way the talks 
are going on? , 


[Answer] Nobody in the Arab world is pleased. Nobody. 


16 








[Question] You stated recently that Saudi Arabia had considerable influence 
on American foreign policy. To what extent did you find Saudi Arabia willing 
to use its influence with Washington to help Lebanon in its U.S.-sponsored 


talks with Israel? 


[Answer] The Saudis--because of their relations with the Americaas, especially 
with the present American administration, and particularly because of the huge 
American interest in Saudi Arabia--can influence American policy. 


But we must also ask ourselves if the Americans are willing to help Lebanon, 
if they are willing to disengage themselves from Israeli policy. Can we say 
that there is a drastic difference, a radical difference, between American 
policy and Israeli policy? Personally, I doubt it. When I look back at what 
happened during the summer, when Mr Habib was here.... He used to be the 
sponsor of everything, in a way. Of course at one time he was horrified, and 
he told me so, by what was happening, by the human tragedy in Beirut. But at 
the same time, it seems that the Americans were coordinating closely with the 
Israelis, and they achieved their aim. Their basic aim was to get the so-called 
"international terrorists" out, and they got the PLO out. So far, I see no 
difference between American and Israeli policy. 


[Question] In other words, you're saying that Saudi Arabia is willing to use 
its influence, but that the major problem is the substance of American foreign 


policy? 


[Answer] If tne Americans are willing and able to change Israeli policy, let 
them prove it by stopping the new settlements in the West Bank. They cannot 
stop a single settlement in the West Bank. 


[Question] How would you evaluate the outcome of your talks in Jordan? 


[Answer] In Jordan, they have, let's say, the same approach as the Saudis, but 
due to the Reagan initiative and the Jordanian-Palestinian talks. They are in 

a much more delicate position. This is why they are much more anxious than 
others to see the Americans do something in Lebanon, to see if the Americans 

are willing and able to do something. This is the basic issue. If the Americans 
are unable or unwilling to do something in Lebanon, well, then Lebanon is over, 
the West Bank is over, and all the so-called American peace initiatives are 


nonsense, rubbish. 


[Question] I think you met with King Husayn. What was his view on the subject? 


[Answer] I met King Husayn, and I have good relations with him. My opinion 

is that if the Israelis succeed in imposing their own peace in Lebanon, it 

will be a precedent; they can later impose the same peace on Jordan. So I think 
it is important for Lebanon to refuse any Israeli-imposed peace--that would be 
in the interests not only of Lebanon but also of the Arab world. Because other- 
wise, the present Israeli establishment, which is quite arrogant, would feel 
free to play the military adventure everywhere--in Jordan, maybe in Saudi 


Arabia, maybe elsewhere. 


17 











[Question] What was the outcome of your talks in Syria? 


[Answer] I have close relations--strategic relations, let's say--with the 
Syrians, for many, many reasons. And I think the Syrians are now the pivot 
of any outcome in the Middle East--war or peace. The Syrian position is very 


important. 


The Syrians, of course, want Lebanon to regain its sovereignty and independence, 
but if Lebanon accepts Israeli dominance in one way or another, why should we 
blame the Syrians if they, perhaps, asked for the same thing. Maybe there're 
entitled to ask for the same thing, because Syrian security is at stake: 

Israeli stations in al-Baruk don't imply control of the so-called terrorists, 

che Palestinians, but control of Syrian air space and airfields. So as Lebanese, 
‘ve can't afford to give the Israelis any facilities in Lebanon. 


[Question] You also had talks in Damascus with PLO Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat. 
What impressions did you come away with? 


[Answer] I always want to have normal relations with the PLO, not to mention 
the personal friendship that exists between Yasir ‘Arafat and myself. 


This is a personal opinion, but I think that the solution of the Palestinian 

problem is not accessible in the near future. There is the peace movement in 

Israel, of course, and it's important, but it's not a decisive factor. As 

for Egypt, it can do nothing as long as it sticks to Camp David. To be active 

in the Arab world, Egypt must reject Camp David. 
a 


So my advice to my friend, Chairman ‘Arafat, is not to rely heavily on Egypt 
for the time being. And whatever happened in the summer, it is time to forget 
about minor issues and to try to restructure the PLO's organization and politi- 
cal line on new revolutionary grounds, taking into consideration the fact that 
the PLO lost the summer battle, militarily speaking, and is no longer centered 
in Beirut. They have to consider this fact. 


[Question] In the light of your talks with the Syrian officials and with Mr 
"Arafat, what is the Syrian and Palestinian position on the question of with- 


drawal from Lebanon? 


[Answer] That is a Syrian, Palestinian decision, not my decision. But I said, 
Lebanon should not become a base of hostile military activity against Syria. 
That is why Lebanon must demand the withdrawal of the Israeli troops without 
prior conditions. As for the Palestinians, well, again, the decision must be 
taken by the PLO. Now that the headquarters of the PLO are out of Beirut, I 
cannot answer as I used to before; they are out of Beirut; the matter concerns 


them; it's not my problen. 
[Question] How do you view the situation in Tripoli? 
[Answer] What is going on in Tripoli is another tragedy, of course, but why 


are the Lebanese officials, especially Mr al-Wazzan, so anxious about Tripoli? 
Strangely enough, Mr al-Wazzan is anxious. The Phalange Party is also anxious 
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about Tripoli and the fate of the Muslims in Tripoli. How ironic! And Mr 
Reagan is anxious. So many people are strangely preoccupied with the fate of 
the Muslims in Tripoli. A very strange coincidence. 


I hope that Mr al-Wazzan knows exactly what is going on in Tripoli, and I 
also hope that some other parties inside Tripoli realize that Israel is in 
Lebanon, that Israel has invaded a big part of Lebanon, and that it is time 
for them to forget about internal quarrels and think about the fact of Israeli 


presence in Lebanon. 


By the way, I heard--and I hope it is not true--that one of those groups from 
Tripoli has its own elements with the Phalange Party at the Barbarah checkpoint, 
to see who is coming from Tripoli. That is a big shame. 


[Question] In your talks in Syria, did you get the impression that things will 
improve in Tripoli soon? 


[Answer] I met with Rashid Karami in Damascus, and I fully agree with him on 
the solution of the problems of Tripoli. 


[Question] You have often expressed disatisfaction with the way the Lebanese 
Government is handling the talks with Israel. How do you think Lebanon should 


handle these talks? 


[Answer] There are basic positions, positions of principle, which the Lebanese 
Government should have stuck to--namely, the armistice agreement and the UN 
resolutions. But the Lebanese Government accepted this working paper--a secret 
working paper between certain officials and Mr Sharon. We cannot blame the 
Israelis when certain officials secretly agree with Mr Sharon on a kind of 
working paper. The official working paper is the same one that was agreed on 


secretly. So there's a big gap. 


And I don't believe what Mr al-Wazzan is always saying in his endless, boring 
speeches, in which he defends the Lebanese position. I don't believe him. He 
is also involved, in a way. I accuse al-Wazzan of involvement in what is 


happening. 


And then, of course, you have certain details, important moralities: Why are 
we sitting with the Israelis at a round table or a triangular table? Israel 
invaded and destroyed my country, killed more than 20 thousand Lebanese, not 
to mention the horrible economic damage. Why are we sitting with the Israelis 
at the same table? We accepted the American mediation. If we stick to the 
law, the Americans have no place in these talks. They are here because they 
are here--I don't know why--but from a purely legal point of view, they have 


no legal position. They are sponsors. 


We went to Qiryat Shemona and broke bread with the Israelis as if nothing had 
happened. It's a big joke, and it has totally weakened the Lebanese position. 
What could happen more than what happened in the summer? I don't think any- 
thing could happen more than what has happened. 
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So let's face it, the Lebanese position now is weak, and everybody is responsi- 
ble; everybody is intriguing in one way or another. 


[Question] But can you imagine any kind of withdrawal, especially an Israeli 
withdrawal, without negotiations? 


fAnswer] We can negotiate, but we have to stick to the positions of principle-- 
that's it. If it takes time, let it take time. Look back towhat happened 
between the Americans and the Vietnamese, between the Koreans and the Americans. 


It took time all right, but.... 


{Question] Do you agree with the former foreign minister, Fu'ad Butrus, that 
if a total withdrawal of all foreign troops is not achieved in 1983. Then it 


might as well not happen? 


[Answer] The big achievement in 1983 could be a partial withdrawal of the 
Israelis to al-Damur, maybe. The total withdrawal of Israel from Lebaron-- 


maybe it will come in 2083. 
[Question] So you see a partial withdrawal to al-Damur in 1983? 


[Answer] I don't want a partial withdrawal. I want either occupation or total 
withdrawal--no half-way measure. 


[Question] But the country will be occupied.... 


[Answer] So what? It is not the first country to be occupied by a foreign 
force, and it won't be the last. We have to unite ourselves as Lebanese and 
understand what's going on. But when a group says ahlan wa sahlan [welcome] 
to the Israelis and another group says the opposite, the Israelis are bound 
to profit by our internal divisions--and not only the Israelis, but others as 


well. 


[Question] The general feeling is that there is a price that Lebanon must pay 
to get the Israeli army out of Lebanon. What is the maximum price that you 
think Lebanon can afford to pay? A peace treaty? Normalization of relations? 
Agreement on security arrangements? A state of non-belligerency?... 


[Answer] Who says Lebanon must pay a price? Why should we pay a price? I am 
not in favor of paying any price. Maybe the only price we can pay, if we have 
to pay at all, is to secure the northern borders: of Israel--I mean the southern 
part of Lebanon--by imposing a kind of security there through the Lebanese Arny 


and unifil. No more. 


[Question] What role has Israel been playing in the sectarian fighting in 
"Alayh and the al-Shuf? 


[Answer] They have been helping the Lebanese forces and the Phalange Party to 
come back to these areas, to establish themselves in military barracks and set 
up roadblocks, and they have been helping the Lebanese forces in supplying 
these barracks. Now we have a newcomer, a professional killer called Samir 
Ja'ja', the man who killed Tony Franjiyah--he is now in the al-Shuf. 
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So Israel is encouraging this internal strife. Where are the Druze going to 
go? They stick to their lands, to their homes, to their villages. Nothing 
happened in the 7 years of civil war, but now the Druze are threatened by the 
Phalange because of the present policy of the Phalange Party. 


So the Israelis are helping the Phalange Party against the Druze. 


[Question] The Lebanese forces have accused you of starting the violence in 
the al-Shuf in an attempt to regain the political stature you had when you had 
your alliances with the PLO and the Syrians. They say you deliberately gave 
the fighting a confessional character to rally the Druze around you and impose 
yourself as the leader of the Druze community, thus placing yourself in a 
position where you can demand "more power and more official positions in the 
administration of the country." Would you answer these charges? 


[Answer] I am not going to answer these charges, because I am not after a 
certificate of good conduct from the so-called Lebanese forces. The Lebanese 
forces should be tried for the massacres they have committed and the damage 
they have done--they should be tried like others. I am not going to answer a 
bunch of criminals called the Lebanese forces. 


[Question] How do you explain the murder of Christian families in 'Alayh and 
the al-Shuf? 


[Answer] Why do you say that only Christians have been killed? If we take 
your word for it, we must conclude that Druze arenot being killed in ‘Alayh 


and the al-Shuf. 


[Question] We are talking about the latest incidents. Who is behind them? 
How do you explain them? 


[Answer] We still haven't solved the problem of the many kidnapped Druze. And 
Druze are not the only ones being kidnapped; more than two thousand people-- 
Sunnites, Shi'ites and even Christians who are not following the Lebanese 
forces and the Phalange Party--have been kidnapped. Dead or alive, these 
people are in the caves of the military headquarters of the Lebanese forces 


or some such place. 


I have to give the Druze families an answer as to whether these people are 

still alive or dead. A month ago, a spokesman for the Lebanese forces said 

they had nobody, but later on they released some of the kidnapped people. Then, 
Mr Pierre al-Jumayyil said they had only 1l people, and 2 days later they re- 
leased two people, but these were killed. 


I can't effectively control everything. There are human reactions involved. 
When an old man of 63 is killed, well, you have to expect a reaction, a savage 


reaction. 
So where are the kidnapped people? Where are they? 


[Question] You're saying that these latest incidents were reactions? 
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[Answer] They are reactions. 
[Question] When do you think all this will stop? 


[Answer] When the bunch of criminals responsible for the Lebanese forces are 
tried and put in prison. Those people who committed the massacres of Sabra 

and Shatila, not to mention the massacres of Safrah, Ihdin and black Saturday-- 
they must some day be judged for their criminal acts. When the law is applied 
to these people, then I think we will have peace in Lebanon. 


[Question] Fadi Afram told this magazine that the Lebanese forces were prepar- 
ing for a "political offensive" very soon, to reach agreement with you and 
defuse the situation in al-Shuf. Have any contacts started between you? 


[Answer] I am ready to reach an agreement with the so-called Lebanese front, 
because the Lebanese front exists, is here--but only under the sponsorship of 
the president, Mr Amin al-Jumayyil. Not with Fadi Afram on anyone else, though. 


[Question] So you are ready to meet with the Lebanese front under the sponsor- 
ship of President al-Jumayyil.... 


[Answer] Yes, to discuss, once and for all, a drastic solution for the moun- 
tain, if they are willing. If they are not willing, what can you do? 


[Question] Are there any meetings planned? 


[Answer] Nothing at all. Not yet. 


[Question] But you will not meet Fadi Afram? 


[Answer] No, not at all. 


[Quéstion] And you believe that a meeting with the Lebanese front can yield 
an agreement that will defuse the situation in the al-Shuf? 


{Answer] Well, if Mr Pierre al-Jumayyil and President Camille Sham'un and 
Bulus Nu'man are unable to control the situation, that is something else. We 


will see. 


[Question] When do you think such a meeting might be arranged? 
[Answer] I have no idea. There is nothing clear yet. 


[Question] How true are reports that Israel is arming both the Druze and the 
Maronites in the mountains? 


fAnswer] I can tell you about the Druze: We are not getting a single bullet 
from the Israelis. We have our own weapons. We are defending ourselves. We 
have nowhere else to go; we cling to Lebanon and to the history of the Druze 


as Lebanese and Arabs. 


As for the Lebanese forces, it (the provision of Israeli arms) is an old story. 
It goes back to 1975, or maybe it's older, I don't know--maybe it's as old as 
the Phalange Party, and for me there is no difference between the Lebanese 


forces and the Phalange Party. 
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[Question] Under what circumstances would the Druze lay down their arms? 
[Answer] Lay down our arms? Why should we lay down our arms? What kind of 
guarantees can we get, and who is going to give them? The Lebanese forces? 
The Phalange Party? The Lebanese state? Why should we lay down our arms? We 
are not at all anxious to lay down our arms. We the Druze, need guarantees, 
and 1 think other Lebanese in West Beirut also need certain guarantees. 
(Question] From the government? 

‘Answer] Definitely. Why was West Beirut pacified and East Beirut still 
isn't? Mr al-Wazzan is making beautiful speeches at the Port of Beirut, 
opening new naval lines, forgetting, I think, that the Port of Beirut is con- 
trolled by the Lebanese forces. What about the taxes we are paying here in 
West Beirut--the taxes on gas oil and everything else, which are going to the 
Lebanese forces? Mr al-Wazzan, it seems, forgets these small details. Now he 
is going to an economic symposium in Zurich--it seems he is interested in 
economics--and then on to Rome for Cardinal Khuraysh. 

(Question] What are the chances of deploying the Lebanese Army in the al-Shuf? 
iAnswer}] It is linked to the question of Israeli withdrawal. We have said 
that if there is an Israeli withdrawal, we are ready to accept the Lebanese 
Army in our areas, but on certain, let's say, conditions. 


[Question] Do you see this happening? 


[Answer] Not in the near future. I doubt it. 


[Question] Has anything new come to light about the attempt on your life? 
[Answer] Not yet. I am not expecting too much from thesocalled official 
Lebanese inquiry--it will go the way of the other inquiries, especially the 
inquiry into the massacres of Sabra and Shatila. I think the same people who 
committed the massacres of Sabra and Shatila tried to kill me. But if we have 
to rely on the good will and efforts of al'ad Jarmanusand others, well, we 


won't get too far. 


[Question] Who exactly do you think was behind the attempt on your life? 
[Answer] I will repeat myself: A certain Tony Wahbah was found dead 15 meters 
away from the boobytrapped car after the explosion--he was killed by accident. 
What was he doing there, with a pistol licensed by the Lebanese Army? Was he 
on a touristic tour? Mr Wahbah used to be a close bodyguard of Mr Bashir 
al-Jumayyil's. He was there and he was killed accidentally, by a small piece 


of shrapnel, when the car exploded. 


Another thing: a witness has disappeared; he has not come back. He is the 
concierge ot a building there, next to Haigazian College. Ask the people of 
Haigazian; they saw some sort of suspicious activity before and during my lunch 


in that building. 
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[Question] What kind of activity? 


[Answer] Armed elements, Mr Wahbah, etc something was goin on. It seems 
everything was well planned. And I was not expecting them to do this. That 
was a mistake on my part, but I thought that West Beirut could be safe because 
the Lebanese army controls West Beirut so effectively. It seems West Beirut 
is not safe at all. 


[Question] Why do you think the attempt was made? 


f{Answer] Well, I think I am still an obstacle for someone in Lebanon and out- 
side Lebanon, and they think that physical elimination is the best way to get 
rid of the political line I am following. 


[Question] So you accuse.... 


[Answer] I am accusing the Lebanese forces and whoever is backing them. 
[Question] Do you think the attempt will be repeated? 


[Answer] Now that they have started, yes, they will repeat it--maybe here, 
maybe abroad. 


[Question] Are you taking precautions? 
[Answer] I am doing my best. We will see. 


fQuestion] That day you were having a lunch meeting with Michel Samahah of 
the Phalangist Party at the home of a friend of yours in that area. Do you 
think the attempt on your life had anything to do with that meeting? 


fAnswer] Somebody knew about that meeting. I knew about it, Michel Samahah 
knew about it and the host knew about it. The host is a very close friend; I 
don't think he planted the bomb. But somebody did. Who was it? We have to 
ask the so-called official Lebanese inquiry. 


[Question] What was the purpose of the meeting? 


[Answer] It was to discuss ways and means to achieve a kind of truce or peace 
in the mountains. That was my second meeting with Michel Samahah--he's a nice 
guy, one of the few moderates in the Phalange Party, I should say. 


[Question] You haven't had other meetings since then? 


[Answer] I haven't met him since that time. It is difficult to meet now, 
of course. 


[Question] Do you share the view that the conflict in the mountains could be 
a prelude to the partition of Lebanon into sectarian mini-states? 
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[Answer] I don't think so. Lebanon is too small a country to have sectarian 
mini-states. The conflict in the mountain is due simply to the fact that we 
are confronting the policy of the Phalange Party, which wants to control the 
whole of Lebanon. Mount Lebanon is a crucial part of Lebanon, and they would 
like to control it--to subdue the Druze and impose their own policy. 


[Question] You don't seem to think there is any chance for an early settle- 


(Answer] I would like to have peace in the al-Shuf, but not any peace. I 
have no objection. We will see if it is possible. If it isn't, what can I 
do? You can't blame the Druze for defending themselves. 


[Question] But if the conflict doesn't stop there, there are fears that it 
may spread to.... 


[Question] But if the conflict doesn't stop there, there are fears that it 
may spread to.... 


[Answer] Let it spread. What can we do? 
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LEBANON 


PIERRE AL-JUMAYYIL DENIES PHALANGIST ROLE 
NC111055 Paris AFP in English 1039 GMT 11 Feb 83 


[Text] Beirut, 11 Feb (AFP)--Pierre al-Jumayyil, head of the al-Kata'ib Party 
of Christian Phalangists, has affirmed that neither Phalangist militiamen nor 
members of the Lebanese forces, the United Christian militia, were in any way 
responsible for last September's massacre of Palestinians in two Beirut refugee 


camps. 


"Only animals could have committed such atrocities," Mr al-Jumayyil said in a 
newspaper interview here earlier this week after a special Israeli commission 
of inquiry said Phalangist militiamen slaughtered hundreds of Palestinians in 
the Sabra and Shatila camps between 16 and 18 September. 


Mr al-Jumayyil also confirmed that he had a meeting in Beirut recently with 
Israeli Defense Minister Ari‘el Sharon, who today resigned his post as recom- 
mended by the Israeli commission. 


The commission found that Mr Sharon was among several senior Israeli leaders who 
decided that the militiamen should enter the camps to flush out suspected 
Palestinian terrorists and who thus bear “indirect responsibility" for the 


killings. 
Mr al-Jumayyil's comments appeared today in the newspaper L'ORIENT LE JOUR. 


Mr al-Jumayyil is the father of both Bashir al-Jumayyil, who was killed last 
September before assuming the presidency of Lebanon, and the country's present 


leader, Amin al-Jumayyil. 


He also denied in the interview that his party was carrying on its own negotia- 
tions with Israel, separate from those underway between Israel und Lebanon to 
secure with withdrawal of foreign troops from Lebanese territory. 


"My recent meeting in Beirut with the Israeli defense minister, Ari'el Sharon, 
enabled me to tell him certain facts and to explain to him that it is not in 
Israel's interest to divide Lebanon," the Phalangist leader is quoted as saying. 


He said he told Mr Sharon that Lebanon cannot make peace with Israel and war 
with the Arabs. 
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Mr al-Jumayyil justified the presence of "armed elements" from the Lebanese 
forces in East Beirut by the fact that "Lebanon remains occupied by Palestinians, 
Syrians, Israelis and communists." | 


But he said that during the deployment of the Lebanese Army in greater Beirut, 
reportedly planned for later this month, the Lebanese forces--where al-Kata'ib 


Phalangists are in the majority--would "submit to the will of the president of 
the republic." 
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LEBANON 


PRESS DISCUSSES DEVELOPMENTS IN ISRAEL, TALKS 


NC110813 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 0530 GMT 1l Feb 83 


{Press review] 


[Excerpts] Under the headline "Lebanon and Egypt and Lebanon and the Arabs," 
AL-NAHAR writes: After 14 rounds of negotiations, the Lebanese negotiator 
knows that the Israeli forces will not get out of Lebanon without Lebanon 
getting out of the conflict taking place in the area. Lebanon appears to be 
realistic among those who know the reality but take an unrealistic course. The 
other aspect of Lebanon's realism is its adherence to its role, its relations 
with its environment and its awareness regarding the link between its interests 
and Arab interests, as the Lebanese foreign minister has said. Lebanon is 
trying to narrow the difference between the language of the negotiations and 
the language of comprehensive peace. But what is strange is for the Arabs not 
to help Lebanon in bringing about the withdrawal of the foreign forces from its 
territory. The Arabs are the ones who in FES chose peace together with nego- 
tiations. It appears as if the Arabs are content to warn against deviation but 


leave Lebanon alone and isolated. 


Is it not strange that President Mubarak should be the one who carried the 
Lebanese cause to the major capitals and sent envoys yesterday to convey his 
second message to President al-Jumayyil? 


AL-SAFIR discusses the internal developments in Israel. The paper says the 
events which have been shaking Israel since the beginning of the war against 
Lebanon are more profound than mere political maneuvers, irrespective of whether 
they are the result of U.S. pressure or pressure by the opposition parties or 

of the fact that the ruling coalition has a one vote majority. Israel is facing 
the ugliest thing it can face. It is facing itself, its reality and its true 
image as it appears to the world. The simplest thing we must do, particularly 
in Lebanon, is to be aware of the size of the real crisis gripping Israel with- 
out indulging in illusions in order to drop from our consideration its original 


reality. [Sentence as heard] 


Under the headline "the partial solutions,'’ AL-ANWAR says: A partial solution 
has been reached in Israel against the sound of bombs--that is, Begin's govern- 
ment without Sharon. There will be no early elections in a stormy atmosphere 
open to all possibilities and moves apart from moves in the negotiations. There 
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will be no change in alliances that would lead to a labor government under 
Shim’on Peres. There will be no change in the settlements policy in the West 
Bank coupled with the possibility of a change in the tone of the U.S.-Israeli 
relations and of achievingsome flexibility in the Lebanese negotiations. 


Under the headline "Lebanon will remain the stronger," AL-LIWA' says: The 
Lebanese people feel greater confidence as they see the developments around 
them, asserting their impregnability and the positiveness of their national 
position. Those who have tried or effectively exercised pressures and occupa- 
tion and thought that they achieved a victory against this small homeland are 
now facing the reality which they have ignored--that is, the will of the people 
which is able to confront the various means and methods. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


AL-WAZZAN SPEAKS AT SCOUTS CONFERENCE--Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan has 
appealed to the Lebanese to work and build unitedly to save their homeland. 

He criticized those who try to outbid the government and give it advice and 
reproofs. This came in a speech in which Prime Minister al-Wazzan today in- 
augurated the annual conference of the al-Jarrah Boys Scouts Society at the 
Islamic Center Hall in the 'a'Ishah Bakkar Mosque. At the outset of his speech, 
al-Wazzan praised the scouts’ mission and the role of the al-Jarrah Boy Scouts 
Society. He said: [Begin recording] Rest assured that we derive our will 
from your own will. Rest assured that we will not abandon an inch of the soil 
of this homeland and we will not relinquish a grain of this homeland's dignity. 
Rest assured that we have become fed up with those who daily come out to give us 
a lesson from here and there. Let them know that it is time that they have to 
restrain themselves. Their lessons have led us to ruin. I was with you last 
year. I said often that we are exerting all efforts to have a better homeland, 
which we aspire. Enormous events have befallen us coupled with a hated occu- 
pation. We are resisting this occupation and negotiating to end it. We have 
promised to work for the unity of the homeland and to see that there will be no 
Western sector and Eastern sector in our beloved capital from now on. We will 
fulfill our promise very soon and you will see a united Beirut where there is 
no Eastern or Western sector. The state alone will impose its authority there. 
[End recording] [Text] [NC131250 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 1130 GMT 


13 Feb 83] 


COMMENT ON KAHAN REPORT DECLINED--Sources of the Lebanese forces have pointed 
out that they have no comment on the Israeli Kahan report on the Sabra and 
Shatila massacres and that they have not read the contents of this report be- 
cause it has not been published yet. The sources said: The accusations 
levelled against the Lebanese forces in the report have no bearing on us; we 
abide by the Lebanese investigation findings. The sources pointed out, on the 
other hand, that they do not interfere in Israel's internal affairs, and there- 
fore they will not make any comment on this report. [Text] [NC111237 Beirut 


AL-BAYRAQ in Arabic 9 Feb 82 p 1] 


POST IN SIDON HOSPITAL--According to reports from Sidon, the Israeli Army has 
set up an observation post in the Sidon Government Hospital. The reason for 
choosing this place is not known. An Israeli force today surrounded a town 
between al-Zahrani and Tyre following a bomb explosion under an Israeli bus 
carrying Israeli soldiers. News agencies have quoted an Israeli military 
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spokesman as having said that one Israeli soldier was wounded in the explosion. 
The Israeli Army has set up four observation posts on the road between al- 
Zahrani and al-Naqurah. [Text] [NC142027 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 


1630 GMT 14 Feb 83] 


FRENCH IMPLICATE IRANIANS--Voice of Lebanon has learned that as a result of 
their investigations, the French security organs can identify the perpetrators 
of the attack against the French forces in Beirut. Investigations have shown 
that the perpetrators are Lebanese who are working for Iranian intelligence 

and who get their orders from a diplomatic agent. The information indicates 
that France has informed the competent authorities of its decision to adopt thie 
measures necessary to protect its forces. The attack on the French forces is 
due to the French government's support for Iraq in its war with Iran. [Text] 
[NC111613 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1515 GMT 11 Feb 83] 


MEETING WITH ARAB ENVOYS--Foreign Minister Dr Elie Salim has briefed the Arab 
diplomats on the atmosphere of the tripartite Lebanese-Israeli-U.S. negotiations, 
the stages’ reached and the hurdles facing them. Attending this meeting that 
lasted from 0830 until 0930 were representatives of the Arab countries except 
for diplomats of Libya, Bahrain and Sudan. Salim explained to the diplomats 
what Lebanon considers as sound ways to secure a comprehensive withdrawal 

from Lebanon. He asked them to give a full picture of the situation in a posi- 
tive way to the press in their countries, because some negative news about 
Lebanon are published in certain Arab newspapers for well-known reasons. He 
also asked the diplomats that their countries support the article on Lebanon in 
the nonaligned summit conference scheduled to convene in New Delhi. He empha- 
sized that what is required is backing the Lebanese stand and not the stands 
that the others want Lebanon to adopt. [Text] [NC121107 Beirut Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1000 GMT 12 Feb 83] 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO'S ‘ARAFAT INTERVIEWED BY 'AL-HAWADITH' 
Y%iG1435 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Feb 83 pp 22, 23 


{Interview with PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat by ‘Adil Malik 
in Tunis, 1 February] 


[Text] AL-HAWADITH: Today you met with Lebanese Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan. 
The Lebanese-Palestinian story is a long one with a beginning but no end. It will 
never end. What is your comment on this meeting, after all that had happened? 


‘Arafat: First of all, God willing the end result will be good for the Lebanese 
people and the Palestinian people. True, we suffered as a result of the Israeli 
aggression against Lebanon and the Palestinians but I am optimistic that the night 
will not be long and that this nightmare, the nightmare of the Israeli occupation 
of Lebanon, will not last, thanks to the Lebanese national struggle and the Arab 
support for this Lebanese struggle against the occupation. 


Today's meeting with Prime Minister al-Wazzan and Foreign Minister Elie Salim 
dealt with many issues related to Lebanese-Palestinian bilateral relations and 
common issues. I repeated to al-Wazzan the position which I previously stated 
in my letter to His Excellency President Amin al-Jumayyil that we would not 

be an obstacle to the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from Lebanon, and that 
the PLO would do everything in its power to end the occupation as soon as possible. 


AL-HAWADITH: It is clear that the problem in the negotiations is Israel. Are 
there any signs of U.S. pressure on Israel to speed up the withdrawal? 


‘Arafat: I do not believe that it is an Israeli knot. I believe that it is 

a U.S. knot. Let us call a spade a spade. I am not one of those people who trv 
to block out the sun with the palm of their hand. The responsibility for any 

day in the negotiations or withdrawal falls on the United States. I want to 
address a question tothe U.S. President, who made promises 15 November and before 
the Christmas and New Year holidays and who said that the withdrawal would be 
completed by February, 12 February in particular--I want to ask: Are these the 
U.S. promises? 


All that has happened has been an attempt to put pressure on the Lebanese 
negotiators and to blackmail them in favor of the Israeli negotiators. They want 
normalization, early warning stations, tourist relations, trade relations and a 
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liaison office. The United States can settle all these issues if it wants to. 
We do not know the reasons for Sharon's pampering. Perhaps what is going on now 
is part of the price for his military operations in al-Nabitiyah, Tyre, Sidon 
and, finally, Sabra and Shatila. 


AL-HAWADITH: What about Lebanon's steadfastness in the face of Israeli pressure? 


"Arafat: I say to my Lebanese brothers: Stand fast and all our resources (at 
least my resources) are at your disposal in the name of the Palestinian revolu- 
tion. On this occasion I just want to mention the astounding information releas- 
ed in Israel about their losses in their operations in Lebanon, from al-Shaqif 

to al-Rashidiyah to al-Qasimiya bridge to ‘Ayn al-Hulwah. 


AL-HAWADITH: Let us now talk about the forthcoming meeting of the Palestine 
National Council [PNC] in Algiers. What are the proposed topics for discussion? 


"Arafat: The PNC will discuss all current events in detail. I am not worried. 
Some quarters are maintaining that there are differences of opinion. I repeat 
here: I am not a leader of sheep or slaves. I deal with free men. Everyone 
has the right to express his opinion in a leaflet, on the radio or television, 
or at a meeting. I say that whoever gets 51 percent of the council's vote 


earns the congratulations. 
AL-HAWADITH: What about those who count on Palestinian contradictions? 


"Arafat: I wish that those brothers who talk about Palestinian contradictions " 
had this democracy we enjoy in the Palestinian movement. 


AL-HAWADITH: Western circles attach much importance to the PNC's making a 
clear decision related to the peace process. 


"Arafat: There is one very important point. If some people imagine that we 
are going to hand out gifts to Israel and the United States then they are 


deluding themselves. 


AL-HAWADITH: When asked about the future of the peace process in the region, 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali said that the main key is the building 


of Palestinian-Jordanian relations. 


"Arafat: This answer is inaccurate. It all boils down to the following question: 
What is the U.S. position on the continued forcible occupation of territory? 
This occupation cannot continue without unlimited U.S. backing and support. 


AL-HAWADITH: Anything new on the question of coordination between the PLO and 
Jordan? | 


‘Arafat: During my latest meeting with His Majesty King Husayn after his return 
from the United States he told me that he was optimistic. I do not share his 
potimism. I told him: A short time ago we left [Beirut] in accordance with 
specific agreements, but these agreements were torn to pieces under tank tracks 
and through the Sabra and Shatila massacres which also destroyed U.S. military 
honor. This is why I do not share His Majesty King Husayn's optimism regarding 


this U.S. administration. 
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AL-HAWADITH: But is the general line of coordination with Jordan still valid? 


"Arafat (interrupting): There is more than coordination. There is a joint 
committee in charge of working out details of future Palestinian-Jordanian 
relations on confederal basis. 


AL-HAWADITH: Egyptian President Husni Mubarak invited you to meet with him 
before he left for the United States. What happened? 


‘Arafat: I would be happy to meet with Brother Husni Mubarak. I will not 
hesitate to hold such a meeting when it is possible for me to do so. Of course, 
there are some obstacles in the way of such a meeting but, with joint efforts, 
they could be eliminated. 


AL-HAWADITH: Your meeting with some members of the Israeli peace movement has 
caused a big uproar. How do you explain the principle of meeting with these 
people? 


"Arafat: I am not two faced. I met with Yuri Avneri and Amnon (Belyuk) when 
Beirut was under siege. There is nothing to prevent me doing what I did when 

I was under siege. At the time of the siege I dared Sharon to enter Beirut. 

It is not right to meet Israeli personalities when I am under siege and then 

not to meet with them when I am out of it. I am not two faced and I do not have 
double opinions. I have a conviction about my meetings with all democratic and 
progressive forces inside and outside Israel. This is why I personally met with 
Me'ir Vilner during the funeral of former Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev. Two 
years ago I met with Charlie (Piton) of the progressive front and the Black 
Panthers, and then there is the latest Israeli group I met with some days ago. 
The line has not changed because it is a PLO decision. 


AL-HAWADITH: Is it crue that you intend to invite some of them to attend the 
PNC meetings, as rumored? 


"Arafat: This right belongs to my brothers in the PNC. 


AL-HAWADITH: Were there special reasons for choosing Algiers as the venue for 
these meetings? 


"Arafat: The Executive Committee and the office of the PNC speaker decided, in 
accordance with the constitution and the bylaws, that Algiers should be the 
venue of the PNC's 16th session. 


AL-HAWADITH: What is the state of the PLO's relations, and particularly 
Yasir ‘Arafat's relations, with Syria? 


"Arafat: I say that Palestinian-Syrian relations are strong and solid and cannot 
be shaken by anyone. There are some inconveniences, but in our struggle march we 
should not be affected by such inconveniences. The relations are strategic and 


will remain so. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


"AL-ITTIHAD" INTERVIEWS PLO OFFICIAL 
F130440 Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 11 Feb 83 p 5 


[Interview with Col Abu Musa, deputy commander of the operations room of the 
Joint Palestinian Forces, by AL-ITTIHAD correspondent Taha al-Nu'man in Aden-- 
date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Question] How do yuu assess the decision to leave Beirut, both 
militarily and politically? Was the resistance capavle of remaining steadfast 


for a longer period? 


[Answer] Discussing this matter on an absolutely objective basis, I would say 
that we were capable of enlongating the battle for another 6 months because 
we had enough supplies to remain steadfast for a longer time. 


[Question] How do you assess the situation in al-Biqa'? 


[Answer] First of all, our presence in al-Biqa’ is a continuation of our previous 
presence before the war. We are now carrying out our military tasks against 

the Israeli presence in Lebanon and hence we will rearrange our military situation 
according to the possible military conflicts which may happen in the future. In 
fact, part of our troops in al-Biqa' and the north are in need of new troops to 

be brought from abroad. We are not in need of all our troops stationed abroad 

at present because the area is not large enough for all our troops in addition 

to the current circumstances in Lebanon. 


We can reach our positions in the north by other approaches if Syria does not 

allow us to use its lands. The Syrian army is in the confrontation line in 
al-Biqa'. We are also present with the Syrian army, but behind the confrontation 
line. The Syrians asked us not to carry out operations against Israel from 
positions near the confrontation line because of the depth of Israeli concentra- 
tions in Lebanon, and because these positions might not be prepared for fighting 

or might have no orders to shoot for example. We are avoiding this. The relations 
between our fighters and the Syrian fighting are quite good. We are living together 
and cooperating and our movements to our centers in Syria are made through the 

major crossing points only after obtaining permission. All our fighters are 


actually staying in Syria. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


"AL-KHALIJ' INTERVIEWS PFLP-GC'S AHMAD JIBRIL 
GFO81600 Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 7 Feb 83 p 14 


{Interview with Ahmad Jibril, secretary general of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine-General Command, by unidentified AL-KHALIJ correspondent 


in Aden--date not given] 


[Text] AL-KHALIJ: Why did you go to Tripoli? What is the justification for 
the declaration you issued there? Do you not believe that meetings such as the 
Tripoli meeting can lead to Palestinian divisions? 


Jibril: The war in Beirut and Lebanon has demonstrably separated the enemy camp 
from the camp of friends. We have been able to conclude after the war that our 
enemies are not only the Israelis but also include U.S. imperialism and 
reactionary Arabs. In Tripoli, we were clear in the statement we issued when 

we declared that we totally reject the Reagan plan. We agreed to reject the Fes 
resolutions because they allow an exploitation of the military defeat in Lebanon 


to impose political conditions. 


We all agreed that the Reagan plan passed through the Fes summit resolutions. 

We were categorical in Tripoli in our condemnation of the contacts which are 
being held with the Israelis vhoever they are and regardless of their slogans 
because this is the start to a recognition of the Zionist enemy and a taming 

of the Arab will through forms which will probably be accepted in the near 
future. I believe the Tripoli agreement fulfills the aspirations of all Arab 
revolutionaries from the Gulf to the Atlantic Ocean. Indeed, it is a true 
document of struggle for action; we also believe that in Tripoli we, in the 

five progressive organizations, agreed to guard the PLO against diversion and 

to continue to adhere to its charter wnich we feel is being subverted and 
changed. We agreed to preserve our political program and the national council 
resolutions. We also agreed with the Libyan brothers to form a chain to support 
us, as an Arab chain from the national and progressive regimes; we agreed on 
another chain of support from all national and progressive movements in the Arab 
homeland and how we can activate it to make it a backing for our struggle and 
also to back it in its struggle. 


No doubt what we agreed on is a significant and great thing particularly when it 
took place before the PNC [Palestine National Council] session because we want 
to go to the meeting with united hands to preserve the PLO charter which some 
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parties began tampering with by accepting the Fes summit resolutions which imply 
the recognition of the Israeli enemy, ending the isolation of the Egyptian regime 
which adheres to Camp David and concluding an agreement with Jordan that fulfills 
the U.S. demands through the Reagan plan and the autonomy rule. 


We believe we achieved important results which will have an effect onthe 

next stage. We signed this agreement and Libya signed it with us as a witness. 
We also agreed on a working paper for internal action with some important clauses 
which we cannot reveal now. 


AL-KHALIJ: What is the difference between the Tripoli agreement and that of Aden 
particularly when two organizations--the PFLP and the DFLP--signed the two 


agreements? 


Jibril: There is an extremely big difference. The Aden agreement gave 

Yasir ‘Arafat freedom and flexibility to move politically within the Fes summit 
resolutions and the Soviet initiative while we in Tripoli rejected the Fes summit 
in theory and content. There is another difference: the conferences in Aden 
left the door wide open for Palestinian-Egyptian relations so that Yasir ‘Arafat 
said we channelled, and not stopped, relations with Egypt because it committed 

a great treason by concluding the Camp David agreements which put Egypt in the 
trench against the Arab liberation front. There are many diverging clauses in 
the agreements and we believe that the Tripoli agreement automatically abolished 


that of Aden. 


AL-KHALIJ: The PFLP and the DFLP have signed the Aden declaration. They say 
that there is no difference between the Aden and the Tripoli declarations. With 
regard to the PFLP there has been no change in the stands it has held for many 
years. It viewed the Aden declaration as a link in the chain of its strategic 
understanding, and did not view it as a link outside its strategic framework. 
Do you believe that the Tripoli declaration has annulled the Aden declaration? 


Jibril: Revolutionary criticism is the characteristic of any revolutionary 
organization. It is a sound approach not to adhere to incorrect stands and to 
change them for correct stands. We believe that the circumstances that prompted 
the PFLP and the DFLP to sign the Aden agreement are different from those that 
prompted them to participate in the Tripoli meeting. You can address these 
questions to the PFLP and the DFLP. What was agreed upon in Aden and what was 
agreed upon in Tripoli are not inseparable. The place in which the agreement 
was made does not interest us. The Tripoli agreement is not bias in favor of 
Libya against the PDRY. We respect the PDRY's political leadership which in 

the first place did not interfere in the Palestinian meetings that took place 


in Aden. 


AL-KHALIJ: Do you think that the Jordanian-Palestinian negotiations can lead 
to some settlement of the Palestinian issue? 


Jibril: The negotiations are held according to a U.S. demand in order to 
facilitate the task of Reagan's plan and on the basis of the U.S. plan regarding 
the autonomy rule and can only be understood on this basis. We in the front 
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say: We don't know what King Husayn and Abu ‘Ammar [Yasir 'Arafat] are doing 
inside the closed rooms for long hours. Abu ‘Ammar did not even allow the 
delegation accompanying him to participate in these negotiations. These 
negotiations are completely confined to the king and Abu ‘Ammar. 


In this regard, Abu ‘Ammar considers himself as a leader of a country or a head 
of state and enjoys the same rights as any other head of state, while we in the 
liberation organization have an alliance relationship connecting our factions 
within the framework of the PLO. Abu ‘Ammar has been elected by the members of 
the Executive Committee to be chairman of the chairman of the Executive Committee 
and was neither elected by the Palestinian people nor by the Palestine National 
Council. Abu ‘Ammar rejects the participation of a Palestinian delegation in 
all his talks with King Husayn and insists on being alone with King Husayn. 

All signs indicate that they [King Husayn and ‘Arafat] have reached a compromise 
formula regarding the joint delegation which will continue its march on the 
grounds of Reagan's plan, but they do not want to be hasty in executing these 
plans before the appropriate time. Therefore, we reject these contacts. 


AL-KHALIJ: After you had signed the Tripoli declaration, Nayif Hawatmah, 
secretary general of the PDFLP, in statement to the French newspaper LE MONDE 
said that he accepts a mutual and concurrent recognition with Israel. How do 
you explain that? 


Jibril: We asked Hawatmah about this matter and he denied it and said: The 
Statement was distorted. He said: I am against negotiations, recognition and 
reconciliation with the enemy. 


AL-KHALIJ: Regarding the exit from Beirut, there were many proposals on the 
distribution of troops. Among these proposals was that the exit agreement provided 
for the distribution of the troops. Is this true? 


Jibril: When our exit from Beirut became an inevitable matter and when it was 
impossible for us to stay in Beirut due to our objective circumstances, we sent 
a message to President Hafiz al-Asad signed by me, George Habash and 

Nayif Hawatmah and asked him to receive all the fighters in order to foil the 
conspiracy of dispersing the Palestinian troops away from Palestinian lands. 

The national and regional Syrian commands met and discussed the message and then 
decided to receive all the fighters in Syria so that later they can return to 
Lebanon. Syria sent a cable to us in reply which was read during our meetings 
in Beirut. This matter was discussed, but Yasir ‘Arafat replied: We have made 
an agreement with Philip Habib and al-Wazzan and we cannot change this stance. 


However, in our view the agreement did not provide for the departure of the 
fighters in any specific direction, rather the agreement provided for the exit 
of the fighters from Beirut to wherever they liked. But ‘Arafat insisted on 
that. At that time, he said: Let them go to these countries and later we can 
gather them in Syria. Of course the dispersdl of these troops away from the 
battlefields and their change into a regular army just for show and for just 
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earning a living in one way or another undermine the combat will of this struggler 
and changed him into a classical and normal soldier. I do not think that the 

Arab nation needs an army which consists of two brigades. I also think that 

some parties are betting on the end of the armed struggle and a resort to 
political struggle only. 


AL-KHALIJ: Throughthese talks we have noticed that your view and the views of 
the popular front and the democratic front were identical during the siege of 
Beirut. What is the secret behind your differences for 5 months after which you 
again united in Tripoli? 


Jibril: There should be a simple argument to convince some parties. In Beirut 
these three parties had to make daily efforts to stop possible concessions, which 
the rightist party of the resistance movement tried to impose on us. We could 
stop a part of these concessions and the other part we could not stop. These 
stands had to be crystallized after our exit from Beirut. For many reasons 
which are not necessary to repeat, we could not crystallize these stands. We 
were able to agree in Tripoli after long discussions. 


AL-KHALIJ: In your view, what is the best position for the Palestinian forces 
to be at present? 


Jibril: Regathering these forces requires a political decision. You can ask 
"Arafat who insisted on the distribution of these forces: Have the political 
reasons that prevent him from gathering these forces ceased? Has not everybody 
become convinced that the U.S. conspiracy is aimed at liquidating the armed 
struggle and the Palestinian cause without offering political gains? You can 
direct this question to ‘Arafat and not to me. 


AL-KHALIJ: How can the present differences within the PLO be continued? How 
can Syrian-Palestinian relations be improved? 


Jibril: First, the difference is not between Syria and the PLO but it is between 
Syria and ‘Arafat; it is not even between Syria and Fatah. All factions comprising 
the PLO are linked with Syria through good relations. Even the revolutionary 
cadres within Fatah are linked to Syria with good relations. As for the difference 
and for the one responsible for it, you can ask the disputing parties why. Every 
one of us knows that Syria's polico-geographic position is very important to us 

to continue the armed struggle. 


AL-KHALIJ: The Palestinian revolution has the right to fight the enemy on all 
fronts apart from the fact that they take place within the PNC resolutions, 
Palestinian meetings with Jewish democrats have a positive effect that will weaken 
the enemy's internal front. Why do you, in the PFLP-GC, oppose these meetings? 


Jibril: First, ‘Arafat did not meet with a Jewish delegation; he met with an 
Israeli delegation. When we study the personalities of this delegation, our 
hair stands on end. Peled was an Israeli Air Force commander; the air force 


39 








which horrified our Arab people everywhere. (Editor's note: Peled was an 
armored division commander and not an Israeli Air Force commander; Eliav is 
tie Labor Party secretary, the party which established the State of Israel in 
Palestine. Eliav has not been a Labor Party secretary for 8 months; he quit 
the party and formed the peace front.) 


This delegation is an Israeli one although it differs with Begin on the method 
and tactics whether in Lebanon or in the West Bank. These personalities are 
Israeli Zionists in Palestine. The laughable attempts being made by some 

people to remove the Zionist nature from them are attempts which are transparent. 
Now he ['Arafat] meets with an Israeli delegation under the slogan of peace now. 
The delegation represents the peace camp and not "peace now." Tomorrow, there 
will be an Israeli delegation from the Likud party. The PNC resolutions and the 
PLO charter--and I stress the PLO charter because it was the basis on which we 
all met--reject holding such a dialogue. Therefore, we condemn this frivolous- 
ness and these irresponsible acts. This was not the first time, there were many 
meetings. 


Secret information indicates that King Hassan II of Morocco made some Palestinian 
parties meet with Shamon Peres in Morocco a short time ago. Current attempts to 
exchange the prisoners of war are only to tame our people and make them meet with 
the Israelis and negotiate with them. Although two of these prisoners are with 
us in the general command, we are astonished and we do not know who authorized 
these people to talk about this issue. In the past, we exchanged prisoners of 
war with the enemy through the Red Cross without meeting with the enemy. 


AL-KHALIJ: Abu ‘Ammar met with Avneri in Beirut before the Tunis meeting in 
which he took part. Why didn't you criticize that meeting at the time? 


Jibril: We were then under che siege in Beirut. Heated words were exchanged 

between us and we almost fought while we were in Beirut when Israel was 

400 meters from us. There was almost bloodshed between us; we then warned him 
that if he would pursue the natter, this meant they wanted us to remain under 

siege to impose on us grave political concessions. We clearly condemned this 

meeting at that time. 


AL-KHALIJ: The PNC session is at hand. What will you do to preserve national 
unity? 


Jibril: A committee has been formed under the chairmanship of al-Fahum from all 
the revolution factions to prepare for the PNC session; in view of what the 
committee will do, it will be decided whether the PNC session will be held or not. 
Setting a date for the session is not a binding condition for the meeting. Our 
agreement is that which sets the date for the session. I believe it is difficult 
to reach a prior agreement with ‘Arafat on the political program and we need more 
dialogues However, if the PNC session is held and no political agreement is 
reached, it will cause a grave threat of division of the Palestinian arena. 
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AL-KHALIJ: In view of the continued Israeli threats, and after the deployment 
ot SAM-5 missiles in Syria, do you expect Israel to launch an attack in al-Bigqa'? 


Jibril: We do not expect such a war at present for many reasons: first, because 
the war of al-Biqa' is more that of the conflicting parties: the Zionist enemy, 
Syria and the resistance. It has exceeded this by including two superpowers. 

I believe things will stay as they are for a period longer than others expect. 

At present, and until mid-spring, the circumstances preclude the eruption of 
such war; on the other hand, reinforcing the Syrian military capabilities with 
qualitative weapons prevents the enemy and the United States from taking the 

risk of launching this war. 


AL-KHALIJ: The PFLP-GC is known for its qualitative operations in the occupied 
territories. You also talk about the need to escalate the armed struggle. What 


is your organization's view in this respect? 


Jibril: No doubt armed struggle is our means of struggle against the Zionist 
presence in Palestine. We hope we can escalate these operations in the occupied 
territories whether in Palestine or in Lebanon. We, in the PFLP-GC, carry out 
daily attacks against the Zionist enemy. There are many distinctive operations 
which we carried out but did not announce. Escalating action against the Israeli 
enemy must go in line with Syria's qualitative military capability for fear of 
aborting this capability before it becomes secure. We all know that the recent 
war revealed important technological loopholes in the Syrian defense system which 
caused Syria to become completely open to enemy aircraft. Syria's capabilities 
should be taken into consideration. 


AL-KHALIJ: By the way, it has been said that the PDLP-GC possessed huge reserves 
of arms in southern Lebanon and that it abandoned these weapons ard the enemy 
captured them in usuable condition. 


Jibril: When you have an arsenal of arms which you must abandon, you have a 
number of options: you either have to destroy them when the enemy arrives, 
boobytrap them when the enemy moves them or cleverly deceive the enemy by timing 
them for 1, 2 or 3 weeks so that he wastes so much effort in moving these arms 
and then they explode. The three options were open to us and we chose the third 
one. Ammunition and arms exploded near Teverya thanks to the timed explosives 
which we planted in the ammunition boxes in a technically accurate way. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


INTERVIEW WITH PLO'S AL-NASHASHIBI 


AU111242 [Editorial Report] Vienna Domestic Television Service in German at 
2050 GMT on 10 February 1983 broadcasts a feature on the Palestinian problem 
including what is described by the moderator as an "exclusive interview" granted 
to the Austrian Radio and Television Service by Muhammad al-Nashashibi, PLO 
secretary general and member of the PLO Executive Committee. The interview is 
recorded, in English with superimposed German translation. The time and place 
of the interview are not given. The interview is presented in four separate 


portions. 


The program begins with a review of PLO-related developments since the evacuation 
of the PLO from Beirut, with emphasis on ‘Arafat's "diplomatic-political offensive" 
during the past few months which, according to the moderator, has been openly 
criticized by parts of the PLO, with the differences focusing especially on the 
assessment of President Reagan's Middle East plan. 


[begin al-Nashashibi recording] "I don't think there are really differences in 
general. There are, maybe, differences of assessment, but there is one point 
om which all groups agree: that is, agreement on the Fes charter. And as long 
as the Reagan plan does not recognize the Palestinian people's right to self- 
determination we all consider it unsuitable for a future just and peaceful 
settlement of the Palestine question." [end recording] 


Following a review of the Fes conference and the contents of the Fes charter and 
of ‘Arafat's reconciliation with Jordan's King Husayn the moderator says that this 
reconciliation "is at present still controversial in the PLO." 


[begin al-Nashashibi recording] It is not a matter of reconciliation, it is a 
matter of joint efforts so as to be prepared for all coming developments, and 
what we are primarily interested in is in working out the future relations 
between an independent Palestinian state and Jordan." [end recording] 


After reviewing recent ‘Arafat statements during visits to Palestinian groups 
breathing optimism regarding the early establishment of a Palestinian state, and 
statements by ‘Arafat and his advisers indicating a certain readiness for compro- 
mise, the moderator says: "There have been no PLO decisions about the true 
extent and intensify of this policy that has been described as moderate, and the 
term ‘policy of compromise’ is rejected by al-Nashashibi”: 
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[begin al-Nashashibi recording] "There has been no policy of compromise to 
date. ‘Arafat is waging a very difficult and tough political campaign, but 
that does not amount to compromise. And neither ‘Arafat nor the other groups 
is convinced so far that this campaign has brought any tangible results. If 
there is any criticism of ‘Arafat's policy, it is criticism of the high speed 
with which he is pursuing this policy. He did not give any conciliation up 


to now.” [fend recording] 


The moderator says that the Palestinians in the Beirut refugee camps and in the 
villages of the Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza strip certainly show under- 
standing for ‘Arafat's high speed, and "parts of the PLO leadership know verv 
well today that any political settlement of the Palestinian problem will 
invariably lead to the existence of two independent states on the territory 

of the former Palestine," even though the question of Israel's recognitioz will 
not appear on the agenda of the forthcoming PLO National Congress in Alsciers: 


(begin al-Nashashibi recording] "Up to now it is not a point on the agenda, and 
I doubt that it will be a point of the agenda. This is not the time for that. 
What is needed now is to answer the question how to get the international 
community of states to recognize the rights of the Palestinians. These rights 
should be recognized, and not the other ones." 


[Question] If Israel withdraws from the West Bank, could you then conceive a 
recognition of Israel? 


{al-Nashashibi] Well, you can never reply to a question that begins with ‘if.' 
If Israel should withdraw from the West Bank, then we will see. Israel should 
withdraw unconditionally from the occupied territories, and that would also be 
in line with the UN resolution. Everything else are questions that will have 
to be resolved by that sovereign state that will then be established in this 


area."’ [end recording] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


RIYADH COMMENTS ON U.S. PLAN FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON 
LD130053 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 12 Feb 83 


[Husayn al-Askari commentary] 


[Text] It is expected that the United St«tes will unilaterally announce a plan 
for the withdrawal of the Israeli forces from Lebanon, in agreement with the 

Lebanese Government, after it became clear that the Israelis are trying to pro- 
crastinate and lay obstacles in the path of Lebanon's march toward its security 


and safety. 


Will the United States unilaterally announce its proposals for a settlement of 
the Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon! The discussion and follow-up activities of 
the parties concerned with the question of withdrawal of the non-Lebanese 

forces from Lebanon are continuing. 


In the shadow of this new American concept, which surfaced after American envoy 
Philip Habib met with the enemy's prime minister, Menachem Begin, a meeting 
which ended with no fundamental changes in Israel's tough stand. It seems that 
the United States--officials of which have said that this is the last tour of 
their envoy--intends to take a firmer stance vis-a-vis the Israeli enemy who 
for long has been dependent on a cordial Auerican stand toward him, so much so 
that he forgot himself and encroached on those who ensure his existence and 


protection. 


The United States, before anyone else, is aware that Israel's practices sur- 
passed all limits and began to constitute an impending peril on American 


interests. 


It is because of this that the American Government expressed doubts about the 
resignation of the enemy's defense minister. Arel Sharon, having any positive 
effect on the proceedings at tne Lebanese-Israeli negotiations. 


It is clear that the American administration's doubts reflect an increasing 
feeling of impatience with the Israelis and their arrogance. It is that that 
induced the United States to say that proposals will be announced unilaterally 
according to what has been agreed between the Lebanese and American Governments. 











This agreement could be summed up in that the two governments have agreed to 
draw up a timetable for the withdrawal of the non-Lebanese forces in three 
stages during 10 weeks under the supervision of the multinational peace-keeping 


forces in Lebanon. 


It seems that this topic was the center of the American envoy's talks with the 
enemy's prime minister. The two sides, it is beleived, reached no agreement. 
This was expressed by U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz when he said that 
his government has no indication of progress regarding the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Lebanon. Observers therefore say that the only opportunity open to 
the American administration at the present time is to make a unilateral 

decision that will force Israel to submit and withdraw without any conditions.. 


The United States is capable of taking such a measure now the Israeli enemy 
has surpassed all limits [words indistinct]. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


RIYADH COMMENTS ON SHARON'S RESIGNATION, BEGIN'S POSITION 
LD121630 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 1130 GMT 12 Feb 83 


{Analysis by ‘Ali "Abdallah al-Mani'"] 


[Text] At last the enemy war minister, Ariel Sharon, has tendered his resigna- 
tion, after the enemy council of ministers voted with an overwhelming majority 
in favor of implementing the recommendations made by the Israeli investigations 
commission known as the Kahan Commission. The commission called for the dis- 
missal of Sharon from his post because of his involvement in the Sabra and 
Shatila camps massacres in Lebanon, which claimed the lives of thousands of 


Palestinian refugees. 


The commission criticized a number of enemy leaders, including the prime minis- 
ter of the Zionist entity, Menahem Begin, for their involvement in these abomin- 
able massacres, which shook the world consciences and feelings. 


Sharon has now told his chief, Begin, that he has decided to resign and that he 
will submit his resignation officially during the ordinary session the enemy 
cabinet will be holding tomorrow, Sunday. 


When Sharon decided to resign he did not do so voluntarily or out of a desire 
to do so. He resigned with agony filling his heart. This is because he knows, 
more than anyone else, that if he were to disregard the commission's recommen- 
dations and adhere to his post despite the Israeli cabinet's vote to dismiss 
him it would embarrass his friend, Begin, who initially intimated that he would 
not agree to the dismissal of his war minister even if this meant the fall of 
his cabinet and new general elections in occupied Palestine. 


But when Begin realized that the chances of his ruling party's success in the 
election were weak, in view of current conditions, he retracted his past stand 
and preferred to sacrifice Sharon rather than allow him and his cabinet to fall. 
Thus, Begin saw no reason not to join the 15 votes that demanded the implemen- 
tation of the Kahan commission's recommendations. Only one vote was cast in 
favor of Sharon: It was the vote of Sharon himself, who opposed compliance with 


the recommendations of the commission. 


The enemy radio reported that Sharon will depart his post on Monday and will 
be placed by Begin, in addition to his post as prime minister. But this would 
be for a short time only. A number of people have been nominated to replace 
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Sharon. The most prominent of these is Moshe Arens, the Israeli ambassador to 
Washington, whom Begin considers to be the best successor for Sharon. Arens is 
no less extremist, rigid and arrogant than his predecessor. We cite some of the 
statements he made recently about the Zionist invasion of Lebanon and the 
Zionist entity's attitude toward the Palestine question as a proof of this: 
Arens said that Israel's policy on the question of the withdrawal of its forces 
from Lebanon and its attitude toward the Palestine question as a whole will 

not change as a result of Sharon's departure from the cabinet. This is because 
Israel's policy does not depend on the personality of one man only but it is 

the policy of Israel as a whole, he affirmed. 


However, Sharon's resignation has not put an end to the political crisis that 
broke out in occupied Palestine following the publication of the Israeli inves- 
tigation commission's report on the carnage of Sabra and Shatila. Political 
dialogues are still continuing there between the supporters of the enemy war 
minsiters and his opponents. His supporters call for keeping him in the Israeli 
cabinet after his relinquishment of the War Ministry and giving him the post 

of minister without portfolio, so that he could devote himself to administering 
the affairs of the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip and supervising the 
building of more Zionist settlements there. His opponents, however, call for 
removing him from the cabinet entirely, because keeping him in it, under what- 
ever form, will be tantamount to disregard of the commission's recommendations 


and will rob them of all essence. 


In the face of the insistence of the opponents of Sharon, Begin cannot keep 

his friend Sharon in his cabinet under any pretext. For he knows well that if 
he disregards the cabinet members’ votes their parties will demand a vote of no 
confidence in his cabinet--a matter he dreads very much and tries to avoid at 
any price, even if that price is sacrificing of the future of his partner Ariel 


Sharon. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 





RIYADH RADIO ON OPPRESSIVE KHOMEYNI RULE IN IRAN 


cF131822 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 1130 GMT 13 Feb 83 
{[Jasir ‘Abd al-'Aziz al-Jasir "News Analysis"] 


[Text] A few days ago, the occasion of fourth anniversary of the Iranian 
revolution which brought Khomeyni and his group to power in Iran was marked. 

As usual, those who are concerned with the situation of the developing coun- 
tries are witnessing the fluctuating situation in this country, where political 
and administrative chaos characterizes the practices of the new men of power. 


A bad mark on the record of the Tehran rulers was published in part on the fourth 
anniversary of their revolution by Mas'ud Rajavi, leader of the Mojahedin-e 
Khalq, one of the biggest Iranian opposition organizations. He said that more 
than 25,000 people have been killed by the Khomeyni regime since it assumed 
power for their political opposition and 60,000 people are still being held 
prisoner in the Iranian jails. Those who have visited Iran recently affirm 
that the Iranian citizens outside prisons are no better off than those who are 
inside the prisons. The helpless Iranian people are suffering from the rule 

of the Khomeyni Guards Corps, whose members practice continuous oppression 
through immediate arrests, show trials and barbaric court sentences, mostly in 
the form of flogging and torture against citizens who have refused to carry out 
the orders of this guards corps, which includes the former vagabonds. 


Since the start of the Iraqi-Iranian war, the Khomeyni Guards Corps has been 
assigned a new task: forcing the sons of the Iranian peoples to go to the 
warfront. The best place for the guards corps members to collect the largest 
number of people as fuel for the Khomeyni war is the intermediate and secondary 
schools. The guards siege the concerned schools with big trucks and load 
students, who are sent to the war after receiving quick training in the rear 
lines. They are then forced into the flames of war where they are either killed 
or taken prisoner by the Iraqi forces, whose camps now include thousands of 

12 to 16-year-old Iranian prisoners. This is Iran. Iran, on the fourth anni- 
versary of the Khomeyni revolution is oppression, repression, jails, people 
killed and wounded, devastation and Iranian youth forced to go to the front 

to be taken as prisoners in the war which only serves Khomeyni's ambitions and 


malice. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


RIYADH URGES RESULTS IN TRIPARTITE TALKS IN LEBANON 
LD101814 Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 1130 GM? 10 Feb 83 
[Political analysis by ‘Ali ‘Abdallah al-Mani'] 


[Text] Doubts have begun to surround the future of the Lebanese-U.S.-Israeli 
negotiations on the withdrawal of non-Lebanese forces from Lebanon following 
the publication of the report by the Israeli Kahan Commission. This is the 
report in which the commission condemns enemy Prime Minister Menahem Begin, his 
War Minister Sharon, his chief of staff and his intelligence chief for their 
direct responsibility for the massacres in the Sabra and Shatila camps which 
claimed hundreds of civilian Palestinian victims. Although the report has 
taken the mask off the ugly faces of the pillars of the Zionist entity and ex- 
posed their true criminal nature before world public opinion, it came as a 
(?routine) process to remove the perversions from that entity and to improve 
its image abroad, especially in the Western world. 


The Kahan Commission's report has set off a political crisis in occupied 
Palestine and observers do not think it unlikely that this crisis might be one 
of Begin's pranks and maneuvers to get out of a predicament (?faced) by his 
government. George Shultz, the U.S. Secretary of State, expressed his convic- 
tion that this crisis raging in the Zionist entity stems from Begin's unwilling- 
ness te reach an agreement on the withdrawal of his forces from Lebanese 
territories without getting the Lebanese Government's official agreement to 


normalize relations. 


Lebanese sources have expressed their fear that the Israeli enemy might launch 
a new adventure in Lebanon in order to extricate themselves from the predica- 
ment into which Begin's government has fallen because of the Kahan committee's 
report, on the one hand, and in order to evade the proposals carried by U.S. 
envoy Philip Habib in his current task in the region on the other hand. It is 
said that Philip Habib's task depends on the Israeli side's acceptance or re- 
jection of these proposals. The sources base their beliefs on confirmed in- 
formation which indicates that the Israeli enemy has strengthened its military 
concentration in the Lebanese al-Biqa' region and along the confrontation lines 
with the Syrian forces in the occupied Syrian Golan Heights. 
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The 14th round of the Lebanese-U.S.-Israeli negotiations began today in the 
colony of Qiryat Shemona, al-Khalisah in occupied Palestine. If the negotia- 
tors have not reached an agreement during 13 rounds--although these rounds 
were held under suitable circumstances for the Israeli side--it is expected 
that the negotiatiors will come out of this round empty handed because the 
Israeli negotiator believes that the political crisis which the Zionist entity 
is currently passing through has affected his negotiating position. In this 
case [words indistinct] and return to his old method of delays and trickery 
which he has been practising in the previous rounds. 


However, some observers believe that President Reagan's message, which was 
delivered yesterday by his special envoy Philip Habib to the enemy prime 
minister, contains what can be described as a warning against the consequences 
if the U.S. envoy's mission fails or at least President Reagan's concern that 
the time is passing fast and the tripartite talks are not leading anywhere. 

The U.S. president has expressed his hope in his letter that his envoy will 
reach an early agreement on the withdrawal of non-Lebanese forces from Lebanon; 
this means that the Israelis should be more responsive in these negotiations. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


DEFENSE MINISTER ON ARMS SOURCES-~Asked by al-Bilad about the diversification 
of the sources of arms, Prince Sultan Ibn ‘Abd al-"Aziz, second deputy prime 
minister, minister of defense and aviation, and inspector general, said: upon 
the instructions of his Majesty King Fahd Ibn ‘Abd al-‘'Aziz, the kingdom pur- 
sues a policy of diversifying the sources of arms from the friendly countries. 
We do not rely on only one source. The Saudi armed forces now have weapons 
from Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, France, the United States and Britain. 
[Excerpt] [GF121250 Jidda AL-BILAD in Arabic 9 Feb 83 p 1] 


STATEMENT ON EARTHQUAKES--In the name of God the merciful, the compassionate, 
the people in Haql have experienced occasional, weak earthquakes. These quakes 
were studied to know the reason behind them. It was found out--following moni- 
toring and testing which was done by specialized bodies--that these quakes are 
quite slight, registering only 1 or 2 degrees on the Richter scale. We hope 
that they will not intensify and become harmful. The Interior Ministry wants 
to reassure the citizens that it has undertaken--in association with the other 
government agencies--all necessary precautions in accordances with royal in- 
structions. We ask the Almighty that no harm will be inflicted on the country. 
[Text of 13 February statement issued by Saudi Interior Ministry on slight 
earthquakes that hit parts of Saudi Arabia] [Text] [GF140630 Riyadh Domestic 


Service in Arabic 0400 GMT 14 Feb 83] 


CSO: 4400/193 
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SYRIA 


INFORMATION MINISTER WRITES IN 'AL-BA'TH' 
PM101657 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 6 Feb 83 pp 6, 7 


{Article by Ahmad Iskandar Ahmad, Syrian minister of information and member of 
the regional command of the Socialist Arab Ba'th Party: '"'The Arabs' Return 
to Egypt or Egypt's Return to Itself and to Its Nation"] 


[Excerpts] The voices of some Arab rulers these days are loudly calling for a 
return to Egypt. They are expressing deep regret at the resolutions adopted at 
the ninth Arab summit in Baghdad in 1978 to isolate al-Sadat's regime and to ban 


dealings with it. 


Some of these voices also say that the resolutions against the Egyptian regime 
have harmed the Arab people in general and the Palestinian cause in particular 
and therefore an apology is due to Egypt and the return to it must be "uncondi- 


tional." 


Opportunist writers here and there inside and outside the Arab homeland went 

into action in order to explain "the mistake" the Arab rulers committed, stressing 
Egypt's importance, its role and its importance in leading Arab politics. They 
expressed their belief, or the belief of those on whose behalf they are writing, 
that the present Arab defect is partly due to the decision to isolate Egypt and 

is a punishment which the Arabs deserve for their attitude toward the Egyptian 
regime and toward what it did at Camp David and the signing of the treaty with 


Israel. 


Under such slogans many Arab rulers have rushed to Egypt expressing apologies, 
showing repentance and seeking haven in Egypt's big heart and maganimity. 


In their slogans and as they marched toward "the big heart of Egyptian Regime" 
they affirmed that their relations with Egypt have not actually been affected 
and that their delegations have never stopped visiting Cairo, whether under 
President al-Sadat or President Husni Mubarak. 


The Philosophy of Time and Offers 


So as not to miss the opportunity of repentance, other rulers declared that 
their investment companies are still operating in Egypt and that their loans 
are still at Egypt's disposal. They stressed their resolve to continue to do 
what they are doing and said that teams of "big financiers" are visiting Cairo 
in order to discuss the setting up of joint projects and ways of economic 
cooperation. 
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This was followed by announcements here and there that Egyptian papers and 
publications have been allowed to enter yet more Arab countries. 


In return for the generosity of the Arab rulers who have awakened to and realized 
Egypt's position and importance, Egyptian President Husni Mubarak, his foreign 
minister and his minister of state for foreign affairs declared that Egypt is 

in no way in a hurry to return to the Arab League and that the restoration of 
diplomatic relations with the Arab countries is not an urgent matter. They all 
confirmed that most of the Arab countries have kept representatives in Cairo 

and that the declaration of the resumption of relations is only a procedural 
matter. 


The Egyptian official statements excluded the restoration of relations with the 
countries of the steadfastness and confrontation front. And in the prevalent 
atmosphere in the Arab homeland incessant advice was given to the Arab nation to 
be moderate, realistic and live with the spirit of the age. They urged it to 
show what they described as moral and political courage and to stop committing 
sins against peace with Israel and against the American "friends." 


A warning, which is still being reiterated, says: The United States has done well 
by offering a peace initiative in the Middle East but if the Arabs don't seize 
this opportunity their cause will be lost forever. Indeed, a deadline was 
specified for the Arabs to make up their mind, namely the beginning of March. 


This political activity by some Arab rulers is accompanied by another kind of 
activity, which is a zealous attack on Syria, describing it as unreasonable 
and unrealistic and accusing it of rejecting the proposed "peace." 


I will not be exaggerating if I say that three-fourths of what is being written 
in the press of some of the Arab rulers, published both in their own countries 
and abroad, stresses the loyalty of the U.S. administration to the Arabs and the 
unreasonable Syrian stand, which is hostile to the U.S. and Israeli plans. This 
press praises with Arab generosity the wisdom of al-Sadat and his successor 

in pursuing the "realistic and unshakable" policy that has ended the wars with 
Israel, brought about the meeting with Israel to conclude a peace treaty and to 
normalize relations, and relies on U.S. goodwill and justice in dealing with the 


Middle East problem. 


Recalling Events 


The above is a brief review of the political slogans under which some Arab rulers 
are making their current moves toward the table of direct negotiations with 
Israel at U.S. prompting that is crude both in tone and in style. 


We wonder what has happened in the Arab homeland to lead us to these results? 


What happened between the 1978 Baghdad summit and the present situation at the 
beginning of 1983? If we are to put further questions to the advocates of 
returning to Egypt we would like to ask: Can the present Egypt return to you? 
Can it return to the Arab League, be again committed to the league charter and 
be an effective member of the joint defense pact, as it was in the past? 
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Before answering these questions, or rather in order to find the real answer 
to them, let us recall certain events, only mere events. 


In the summer of 1977 a joint Soviet-U.S. statement was issued on the need 
for peace in the Middle East and for convening the Geneva conference, for which 
preparations were well underway. 


A few days after this statement was issued the United States reneged on its 
principles and signed a new joint statement with the Israeli foreign minister 
committing the U.S. administration to the Israeli stands. 


On 5 September Moshe Dayan arrived in the capital of the Moroccan kingdom and was 
received by the Moroccan monarch, from whom he received a gift, an ancient 
Canaanite sword and a bronze spearhead. 


The Moroccan monarch introduced to the Israeli guest Hasan al-Tuhami, a personal 
envoy of President al-Sadat. 


Afterwards, as the world's attention was focused on the Geneva conference, 

al-Sadat made a speech in the people's assembly in which he declared his 

readiness to go to the Israeli Knesset. Responding to the gesture, on 13 November 
the Israeli prime minister addressed an appeal to the Egyptian people. And on 

the 19th of the same month al-Sadat arrived in Lydda airport in occupied Palestine, 
in the midst of world surprise and Arab anger and sadness. 


Incitement Against Syria 


With al-Sadat's trip to occupied Palestine a new political era began in the Arab 
homeland. 


On 17 September 1978 al-Sadat signed the Camp David agreements and their supple- 
ments, and on 26 March 1979 he signed the peace treaty with Israel. 


Egyptian-Israeli meetings followed in Egypt, occupied Palestine, Britain and 
the United States. 


During this time al-Sadat was almost the sole writer in the Egyptian press, radio 
and television. His writings and statements centered on himself, his family and 
his village and consisted of insults and abuse against the Arabs in general 

and Syria in particular. He left no stone unturned to incite feelings against 
Syria; he did this in cooperation with all the traditional enemies of the Arab 
nation, whether local agents or agents of Western and Israeli intelligence. 


He began heralding a new era of Egyptian-Israeli civilization built on the remains 
of "the Arabs' bedouinism"” and barbarism. He also began forecasting an era of 
blood and fire in the Arab countries that rejected his policy and mentioned in 
particular Syria and Lebanon, in which he said blood would flow like rivers. 


Israel and all the Israeli parties applauded al-Sadat and described him as 
"civilized and brave.'"' He was even awarded the Nobel Peace Prize jointly with 


Begin. 
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Ai-Sadat declared to the Egyptian Arab people that he had put an end to wars, 
that he would spare Egyptian blood, that a new era of prosperity had begun, 
that a new and developed Egypt had been created, and that U.S. billions would 
"rush into” Egypt in order to help it and participate in its development. 


Departing From the Arabs 


Reading the provisions of the Camp David agreements and their supplements and 

or the peace treaty and its appendixes unequivocally shows that Egypt took itself 
out of the Arab League and absolved itself of any Arab commitment under the 

Arab League charter and the joint defense pact. It also shows that Egypt has 
undertaken to reshape its educational, cultural and information policy in order 
to meet the provisions of the peace treaty. 


These provisions say that the priority in Egypt's political commitment is the 
treaty with Israel and that the treaty cancels Egypt's previous commitments. The 
treaty also does not allow the Egyptian society in the future to endorse any law 
that, from the Israeli viewpoint, is contrary to the provisions of the treaty. 


Consequently, any role Egypt is to play in the Arab homeland must be endorsed 
by and acceptable to Israel. This role, as they often declare, is to advocate 
peace with Israel and herald the Israeli era in the Arab homeland. 


In order to prove Egyptian good will toward Israel, the rewriting of the school 
curricula of all the educational stages has begun so that anything regarded under 
the treaty with Israel as hostile propaganda is eliminated. 


when the whole world was condemning the Israeli massacres in Lebanon Egyptian 
officials refrained from making statements joining in the world condemnation of 
massacres committed by Israel. And despite the fact that thousands of Jews 
demonstrated in Israel condemning Sharon and Begin, the Egyptian Government did 
not accept the idea of Egyptian nationalists going out in a demonstration 
protesting Israeli barbarism. 


This was what happened on the Egyptian official level, but what happened on the 
Arab level? 


Following al-Sadat's visit to the occupied territories, the steadfastness and 
confrontation front was set up. It called on all the Arabs to confront al-Sadat's 
departure from the Arab nation's will and his betrayal of Egypt and its national 


cause. 


Svria and Iraq then got together, and the meeting resulted in the signing of the 
joint national action charter between them. The Baghdad summit was then held; 
it condemned the Camp David agreements, denounced al-Sadat's treason and decided 
to isolate his regime and suspended its Arab League membership. In implementa- 
tion of the Baghdad summit resolutions the Arab ministers of economy and finance 
met in Baghdad in late March 1979 and endorsed all the measures to be taken 
against al-Sadat's regime as an expression of the Arab nation's anger and 
condemnation for committing the crime of high treason. It was decided to move 
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the Arab League headquarters to Tunisia, together with all its specialized 
agencies, permanent committees, professional Arab unions, joint Arab projects, 
companies of the Arab Economic Unity Council, and all the institutions and 
companies established within the Confederation of Arab Republics [of Egypt, 
Libya and Syria]. 


Israeli nas obtained from Egypt all it asked for and dreamed of in its wildest 
dreams. It disarmed Egypt of its Arab weapon and of its strength as a leader 
or the Arab homeland and began asking for the "reshaping of the Egyptian 
national structure” so that it would be in harmony with the demands of Israeli 
strategic security. 


Egypt, both the country and the people, has paid a high price for al-Sadat's 
narcissism and megalomania. It paid with its dignity, interests and future. 


Prosperity did not come to the Egyptian people with the opendoor policy toward 
the United States and Israel. In fact thousands of Egyptian families began 
emigrating to the Arab countries in quest of a livelihood. Poverty in Egvpt 
increased and Egyptian public sector companies were offered for sale--and in 
fact several companies and establishments were sold. 


The American billions which al-Sadat trumpeted did not come; instead, the 
U.S. cultural invasion and the Israeli economic invasion came. 


All this was crowned by the era of corruption about which Cairo papers talk these 
days. Egypt's foreign debts up to early this year totaled 20 billion Egyptian 
pounds and economic deterioration has reached a point that all the advice of 
international economic experts has failed to remedy. 


Early-Warning Stations 


Tnis indicates that the restrictions of the treaty and its humiliation of Egypt 
did not satisfy Israel's expansionist ambitions. Israel reserved itself the 
right to attack Egypt when, from its viewpoint, it believes that Egypt has 
violated or "intends" to violate the treaty. The United States has committed 
itself to help Israel in any “appropriate” action it takes and the U.S. 
administration pledged to take the n2cessary measures, including military 
measures, to prevent the violation of the treaty of Egypt. 


In order to ensure the U.S. commitment, earlv-warning stations in Sinai have 
been put under the control of U.S. forces. It has also been decided to allow 
the United States to build an airbase in Ras Banas as a launching point for the 
Rapid Deployment Force and a base for the Strategic Command recently announced 
in order "to defend U.S. interests from Cairo to Pakistan." 


The U.S.-Israeli memorandums of understanding later developed into a strategic 
alliance treaty between Israel and the United States, and the United States became 
a political, economic and military ally of Israel in any aggression or expansionist 
invasion it carries out. In other words, the unity of interest between imperialism 
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and Zionism has evolved into a joint decision and joint action against any Arab 
move against Israeli expansion and U.S. imperialist interests. 

For its part Egypt is reducing its armed forces. It is retiring or transferring 
ivilian posts commanders of units that fought in the October liberation war. 
as severed relations with the Soviet Union, the only supplier of arms with 
which Egypt fought in self-defense, and has turned toward the Western countries, 
asxing tor military aid. Even if these countries give it such aid it will be 
much less than it needs and of types that will give no advantage to Egypt. This 
certainly means weakening the Egyptian army and preventing its development. 


o 
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The Egyptian Government also volunteered to give Israel all the secrets of the 
Soviet weapons it has with which it fought Israel, particularly the secrets of 
sophisticated Soviet missiles and aircraft. 


Real Corpse 


The Egyptian regime also volunteered to fight in Chad and Zaire and against 
Libva. It encouraged the [Iraqi regime and backed it in the war against tne 
Islamic revolution in Iran in order to destroy two powers that are supposed 

to be opposing Israeli expansion. These wars are not included in al-Sadat's 
pledge that the October war was the last of all wars, which meant wars with 
Israel. The war with Israel did stop but the war against the Arab brothers 
must continue. In other words Egypt must be a power that can only be a tool of 
repression against Egyptian citizens and, when necessary, a tool of provocation 
and destruction against the Arab countries. In other words, the Egyptian 

armed forces should become weaker and weaker so that Egypt, as one Israeli 
document published in occupied Palestine described it, becomes a real corpse. 


The document, which is entitled "Israeli Strategy in the Eighties," said: "Egypt 
is now divided and torn; it can easily be divided into two states on a sectarian 
basis. In its present internal political situation it is actually a real corpse.’ 


‘ 


Tae Network of U.S.-Israeli Interests 
A simple comparison of what Egypt has become after the treaty with Israel and 
what Israel has achieved by virtue of this treaty leads to a sad conclusion 
regarding the state of Egyptian weakness, which has reached the point of collapse 
and drowning in foreign debts such as Egypt has not seen since the days of 
Khedive Taqfiq. On the other side we see that Israel has become stronger and 
more arrogant thanks to the privileges it obtained by virtue of the treaty and 
the U.S. aid and commitments to guarantee "Egyptian captivity" in the 


OL = 


network of Israeli-U.S. interests. 


The Egyptian experience with Israel and the United States also shows that peace 
cannot be established between the weak and the strong: there can be no equality 
and just peace when the balance of power is in favor of Israel. 
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This experience shows without any shadow of doubt that Egypt has lost its 
will for free action and lost enough of its independence to render its 


-_-_- 


sovereignty over its territory, society and laws questionable. 


& can naa what some oft the Arab rulers are advocating, 
tn unconditional return to Egypt.” 


A return to Egypt is radically ditferent from "Egypt's return to the Arabs." 
The call for "a return to Egypt" implies an Arab retrogression on what the 
Arabs used to believe with regard to the liberation of the land and the regain- 
ing of rights, as well as an apology to al-Sadat and his successor for the 
Arab resolutions adopted in order to contain the dangers of an Egyptian policy 
which has been branded as treasonous. It probably also implies--and this is 
U.S. imperialism and Israel wants--recognizing the legality of what 

adat did, declaring a desire to follow his example and rushing uncondi- 
nally to the table of direct negotiations with Israel. 
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return to Egypt means accepting Egypt's impotent and weak position as it licks 
the wounds of the treaty and tries in vain to treat them or conceal thei reality. 
Meanwhile Israel declares with the arrogance of power that its borders are 
wherever Israeli tanks can reach. 


A return to Egypt under the imbalance of power and of interests is bound to take 
place either through negotiations with Israel that will lead to abandonment of 
the cause, rights, dignity and sovereignty, as al-Sadat abandoned them, or through 
a process that will hasten our getting together with Israel. 

In a word, both roads lead to the same position and the same resuit, namely 
accepting the Israeli and U.S. conditions, forsaking Arab rights and Arab 
sovereignty, and entering the "Israeli era." 


Some Arab rulers and a considerable number of Arab papers are loudly talking about 
the need to retum to Egypt. Sultan Qabus, echoing the voices of some of his 


colleagues, said in a recent statement published in Cairo that the Arabs must be 
ashamed of what thev did to al-Sadat and must apologize to Egypt for their action. 


None of the Arabs misses Egypt as much as Syria does because none of the Arabs 
fought with Egypt against foreign invaders as Syria did and because Syrian 
Egyptian unity throughout history has been the means for the Arabs to defend 
themselves and protect their national existence--territorial, historical and 
cultural existence and way of civilization. 


We tought the Arab nation's enemies together from the days of the Hyksos to the 
crusader invasion and more recently the Zionist invasion. We did all we could, 


and we did a great deal so that the Arab hopes pinned on Syrian-Egyptian 
cohesion will remain strong. 











The Arab nation's tragic loss because of al-Sadat's treason was our particular 
tragic loss in Syria. We used to plan together to resist the invasion, liberate 
the occupied land, and regain the usurped national rights of the Palestinian 
Arab people. 


We are now alone in the confrontation field fighting Israel and its allies. 
We have lost Egypt as a military and political power. 


The first thing that al-Sadat did when he opened an Egyptian Embassy in Tel Aviv 


it 
was to send to Israel the Egyptian officer who was resident in Syria, was 


tollowing operations in the joint operations room and was privy to all the secrets 
of combat and armament. 


As everybody knows today, the secrets of Soviet weapons have been passed to Israel 
as a gesture of the Egyptian regime's good will toward Israel. These secrets were 
exploited by Israel and the United States in the invasion of Lebanon and the 
attack on the Syrian forces in al-Biqa'. 


We do want Egypt and we want it as a bastion for the Arabs as it used to be. We 
want it to be an Arab hope and not an Arab grief or corpse, as the Israelis 


Gescrioe it. 


Yes, we need Egypt and its strength and we miss its absence. We believe that the 
conspiracy of alienating it from the Arabs has harmed it and harmed us Arabs in 
the interest of Israel and the United States. 


We call for the return of Egypt to the Arabs, an independent Egypt freed from the 
shackles of Camp David and the humiliation of the peace treaty. 


We call for Egypt's return to itself because by returning to itself it would 
return to the nation. 


The call for an Arab return to Egypt is not in the interest of Egypt or the Arab 
cause. The advocates of this idea previously tried to adopt a resolution at 

Fes summit enabling the Arab rulers to cancel their resolutions of both the 
Baghdad summit and Fes summit. 


Thev tried in Fes but they failed, so the conference chairman proposed deleting 
from the minutes of the meeting all the discussions about Egypt. 


Perhaps we can see in the light of the above why it was not desirable to refer 

to these discussions in the minutes; why it was not desired to confirm that the 
Arab nation wants Egypt to free itself of its shackles and to return to itself 

and to the Arab nation. 


The voices that are now being raised demanding an unconditional return to Egypt 
would not have been raised had a resolution been adopted as Fes summit committing 
the Arabs to the resolutions they had already adopted in 1978 and 1979. The 
U.S.-Israeli invasion of Lebanon has created a reactionary revival in the Arab 
homeland and led to the putting forward of a number of slogans that begin by 
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confirming the Araps' loss of their military option and end by suggesting the 
need tor direct negotiations with Israel, severance of Arab relations with the 
Soviet Union, and a return to Egypt. In other words, by accepting Egypt as 

it is and, as we have °lready said, approving what the Egyptian regime did 

and rollowing its example. 


The Weak Stand 


[he call at the Fes summit to return to Egypt and to accept the shackles of 
Camp David and the humiliation of the treaty with Israel failed. 


But tollowing the Israeli-U.S. invasion of Lebanon voices have once again 
veen raised demanding a return to Egypt because the invasion created a reaction- 
ary revival and enabled collaborators and defeatists to come to the surface of 


Arab politics. 


A weak stand can only generate weakness, and making concessions on matters of 
principle can only lead to further successive concessions that harm the 
sacrosanct question of destiny. 


The lraqi regime, through its president and foreign minister, has called for 
ensuring Israel's security and urged the Arabs to recognize Israel and begin 
direct negotiations with it. 


Others are raising the slogan of Arab repentance and the return to Egypt in order 
to apologize to it for our refusal to sell our cause cheaply. Others in the 

Arab homeland have created for themselves one single target, namely to attack 
Svria and criticize its policy, which is hostile to the U.S.-Zionist-reactionary 
plan in the Arab homeland. 


The true Arab national slogan that should be raised is: How can we help our Arab 
people in Egypt to rid themselves of the shackles of the Camp David agreements and 
the humiliation ot the treaty with Israel? 


we all in the Arab world must work together to free Egypt from what it has fallen 
into, not to [word indistinct] its since and go with it to the bottom of the abyss. 


The unconditional return to Egypt, as some Arab rulers are currently advocating, 
agrees completely with what U.S. imperialism and Israel want as a result of their 
invasion of Lebanon and occupation of one-third of its territory. 

This call is rejected nationally and on the pan-Arab level. It is against the 
interest of the Egyptian people and Egypt, just as it is contrary to the national 
interests of the Arab nation. It is against the interest of the Fgyptian people 
and their cause because it would contribute to further repression of their 
freedom and their movement against the peace treaty, normalization and surrender 
to U.S. imperialism and Israel. 


We must help the Egyptian people in the most serious national and pan-Arab task 
they are undertaking. The Arab people in Egypt expect their brothers to help 
in the struggle, not to sink Egypt deeper in the crimes of treason. 
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Nationalist Egypt, the bastion of the Arabs, needs us and we need it. 


It needs us in order to become stronger and firmer so that it can return to its 
nation and contribute to the battle of national destiny against the U.S. 
imperialist and Zionist plans. 


We also need it as a source of strength for the Arabs, a hope for them and a 
strong arm in our national battles, 


Can we now in the light of the present Egyptian situation decide what we want 


as Arabs? 
Do we want to return to Egypt or want Egypt to return to us? 


Between the two calls stands the choice of the whole Arab destiny: is it surrender 
or confrontation? 


Is it sovereignty, dignity and free will or surrender, humiliation and collabora- 
tion in sin? 


CSO: 4400/187 
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UNITED RAB EMIRATES 


RESUMPTION OF RELATIONS WITH EGYPT URGED 
GFLO1107 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0722 GMT 10 Feb 83 


[From press review] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 10 Feb (WAM)--In its editorial today AL-FAJR calls on the 
Arab countries to restore diplomatic relations with Egypt in this critical 
stage that requires the joining of efforts to discuss the Arab nation's vital 
issues. AL-FAJR says that the resumption of relations with Egypt is a pressing 
need in view of the Arabs" great need for Egypt's effective power, for the 
Egyptian people form one-third of the Arab nation and Egypt's strength, efforts 
and influence are important. 


AL-FAJR says that the Egyptian Government's current intensive activity and 

the recent tour of the Egyptian president underline Egypt's commitment to an 
Arab policv. The paper adds: "However, this activity needs important and 
Tundamental elements so that Egypt's role will not remain like that of a distant 
triend. The most important of these elements is to redress the situation. The 
resolution adopted at the Baghdad Arab summit conference was to suspend Egypt's 
membership in the Arab League. There is no reason why such a situation cannot 
be rectified through another summit resolution. As for bilateral relations, 
these are up to the individual countries concerned for they are matters of 


national sovereignty." 


AL-FAJR says that the restoration of relations wiil provide the opportunity to 


bring about a balance of power in the region and rectify the Arab nation's march 
in the current stage, which requires effective moves by unifying and ralilving 
Arab forces. Collective and organized moves that include Egypt will disrupt 
hostile forces which base their calculations on the assumption that the Arabs 
are divided groups who have difficulty agreeing and unifying." 


In conclusion, AL-FAJR urges the Arabs to hasten in resuming diplomatic relations 
with Egypt for time is short "and a delay will incur a great loss that reminds 

us of the manv decisions which we should have made years ago but stalled on and 
consequently, we lost the opportunity and we lost a great deal. It is time to 
make realistic decisions." 


CSO: 4400/188 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


ISLAMIC SUMMIT--Abu Dhabi, 10 Feb (WAM)--In its editorial today AL-WAHDAH calls 
for the convocation of an Islamic summit conference in the Mecca mosque to study 
the Iraqi-Iranian war, resolve it from the Islamic point of view, set up an 
emergency force to separate the combatants by every means that safeguard higher 
Islamic interests and then refer the issue of the war to an Islamic court of 
justice whose decisions must be binding. AL-WAHDAH says that the Arab and Muslim 
worlds have suffered enough as a result of the continuation of the war, while 

the big powers are watching and supplying the belligerents with weapons. The 
paper says it is only the big powers that stand to benefit from the 

continuation of the war and they are making every effort to "increase the benefits 
they reap from the area's wealth and from maintaining a military presence in 

the region's vicinity in view of the strategic importance of its land, waters and 
airspace if an armed conflict should break out between the two giants." [Excerpt] 
{GF101054 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0720 GMT 10 Feb 83] 


OIL PRODUCTION--Abu Dhabi, 6 Feb (WAM)--[UAE paper] AL-WAHDAH called on the Arab 
oil-producing countries in general and the Arab Gulf oil-producing countries 

in particular to quickly gain control of the means of oil production and market- 
ing by purchasing the shares owned by oil companies and reducing production rates 
to a reasonable average. The paper warned against reducing the official price 
of oil even if situation leads to stopping all oil exports for some time. The 
paper noted that reducing the price implies participating in making the U.S. and 
Western plans successful, their plans which aim at "placing us in the post-oil 
stage at a time we still possess oil." AL-WAHDAH continued: "The U.S. plans, 
with the help of the oil producing and marketing companies, are to cause us to 
move in such a direction that oil dispensation becomes comparable to giving up 
life as we know it; this is the goal of the current plan which has thus far been 
successful. The plan is also designed to drive us to a stage where we fail 

to sell one barrel of oil." The paper warned that "the harm currently 
threatening the oil-producing countries in general and the Arab countries in 
particular is incomparable with the potential harm that will be inflicted if 

we do not move quickly in the direction of correcting matters and effectively 
dealing with the issue of production, of prices and of foreign companies." 
[Text] [GF061104 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0715 GMT 6 Feb 83] 
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FOREIGN SETTLERS--Manama, 5 Feb (WAKH)--The UAE paper AL-KHALIJ predicted that a 
catastrophe will occur within the next 7 years as UAE citizens are transformed 
into a small minority who are the strangers in comparison with the foreig 
ettlers. Commenting editorially, the paper said: In / years, the percent 
of the population made up of UAE citizens will decrease to 2.5 percent. 
cautioned against ignoring the gravity of this problem, urging the state an 
citizens to shoulder their responsibilities so that [UAE] citizens will not 
transformed into organisms that can only be viewed through a microscope by the 
year 2000. The paper demanded that greater efforts be exerted including organiz- 
ing a nationwide campaign--to begin in homes and workplaces--to educate those 

who belittle the effect of this issue about their national responsibility. The 
vaper added: We, the citizens, are supposed to defend ourselves and defend 

yur relatives by averting this inminent catastrophe by all means. We are not 
just asking for the cooperation of one particular segment. This is a prominent 
issue. If things continue as they are now, we will become the strangers while 
others will become the masters of the country. [Excerpt] [GF041054 Manama WAKH 

in Arabic 0930 GMT 5 Feb 83] 


Y) 


as 


CSO: 4400/188 





BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD MEETS DHAKA PRESS ON RETURN FROM PRC 


'OBSERVER' Correspondent's Report 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Dec 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad returned 
home contented from Peking on Saturday after fully achieving his mission of 
consolidating Bangladesh-China friendship. 


Talking to newsmen at Zia International Airport on his arrival after a 
six-day official visit to China the CMLA said that Peking would never "let 
us down and she would continue to support Bangladesh in the international 
field as in the past". He termed China as a "very good friend" that would 
support Bangladesh in "times of need". 


The CMLA described his visit to China as "successful and satisfactory" and 
said that the Dhaka-Peking friendship had been consolidated following his 
visit. He said that during his visit to China he had free, frank and fruit- 
ful talks with the top Chinese leaders Premier Zhao Ziyang, Chairman of 

the Central Advisory Committee of the Chinese Communist Party Mr. Deng 
Xiao Ping and the party Secretary-General Mr. Hu Yaobang. "We covered 
matters of bilateral interest and regional and global issues of common 
concern and we have unanimity of views in all the issues" he added with 


a note of satisfaction. 


The Chief Martial Law Administrator was given a warm and rousing reception 
by the Chinese Premier Mr. Zhao Ziyang at the Great Hall of the People 


during his stay in Beijing. 


It may be recalled here that at present in China the formal reception to 
Heads of the state is not given at the airport. It is arranged in the 
Great Hall of the People. 


The CMLA who was impressed by the warm hospitality and rousing reception 
accorded to him and the members of this entourage during his six-day 
goodwill visit to various parts of China including Beijing, said that the 
Chinese intention to help Bangladesh was amply demonstrated by the assur- 
ances of all possible help by the Chinese leaders. He was happy to note 
that despite her economic problems China decided to give Bangladesh 
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soft-term loan of 25 million yuan (about 12.5 million US dollars) as a 
token of friendship. The loan would be repaid in 10 to 15 years, he added. 


Talking about the joint economic commission formed during his visit to 
Peking the CMLA informed that a Chinese delegation would visit Bangladesh 
soon to explore the possibilities of joint ventures. He said that the com- 
mission would further the economic cooneration between the friendly coun- 


tries. 


The CMLA said that he had proposed to his hosts in Peking to build a 
‘Monument of Friendship"’ in Bangladesh. The proposed monument would be 
like the "Friendship Hall" in Sri Lanka and Nepal China Road constructed 


by the Chinese he said. 


General Ershad said that China had extended full support to the proposal 
for South Asian forum for cooperation mooted by Bangladesh and the Chinese 
leaders appreciated his government's thana-based administrative reforms. 


The CMLA said that in his talks with the Chinese leaders they had similar 
views on Middle East, Kampuchea and Afghanistan. He said that Bangladesh 
accorded recognition to the Democratic Government of Kampuchea headed by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk that represents the people of Kampuchea. He 
reiterated Bangladesh's stand that the people of Kampuchea should be given 
freedom to decide their own future. 


Replying to another question the CMLA said that Prince Norodom Sihancuk, 
the head of the exiled government of Kampuchea, should be invited to par- 
ticipate in the Non-aligned summit to be held in New Delhi in March next. 


Asked what he meant by ‘old inhibitions’ with regard to Indo-Bangladesh 
relations, what he stated in his banquet speech in Peking, the CMLA said 
that the legacies of the old issues like Farakka that existed before the 
emergence of Bangladesh should not stand on the way of bilateral relations. 


Giving his impression on the development in the post-Mao China, the CMLA 
said that the present 'four modernisation programmes’ aimed at developing 


China by retaining her own identity. 


The CMLA said that he had invited Premier Zhao Ziyang to visit Bangladesh. 
He hoped that the Chinese Premier would be able to visit Dhaka sometime in 


next winter. 


Replying to a question whether China would fulfil her commitment to 
Bangladesh the CMLA said "I have full trust in the Chinese leaders as they 


they are true to their words". 


The CMLA was accompanied back home by Foreign Minister [words illegible] 
Doha and the Minister for Social Welfare and Women Affairs Dr. Shafia 


Khatun. 


On his arrival at the Zia International Airport the CMLA was greeted by 
Deputy Chief Martial Law Administrators Rear Admiral M. A. Khan and Air 
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Vice-Marshal Sultan Mahmud, Cabinet members, Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Soviet Ambassador Mr V. P. Stepanov and high ranking military and civil 
officials. The CMLA was given a guard of honour after he disembarked from 
the Royal Nepal Airlines Boeing that flew him from Hong Kong. 


BSS adds: Gen. Ershad referred to the Export Processing Zone in Bangladesh 
and said it had not yet taken off. 'We have to give a little push" in 
this regard, he added. 


Giving his impression on the development in China, he said, "It is praise- 
worthy". He said that he had visited a locomotive factory, Military Academy 
and a Commune which manifested the Chinese development. 


Answering a question Gen. Ershad said "political process has to come some 
day and we have not come to perpetuate” ir power. 


When his attention was drawn to the state of affairs in the educational 
arena, the CMLA stressed the need for a thorough recast in the present 
education system with a view to changing the existing social order. 


He said under the present education system three lakh students passed 
S.S.C. annually but the vast majority of them could not get admission for 
higher studies and remained idle. Therefore he pointed out employment 
opportunities had to be created and these left out students should be 
imparted technical education for employment. 


The CMLA pointed out that the present unrest among the students was the 
manifestation of their frustration because of defective education system. 
Besides, he added, the left out students who could neither continue their 
studies nor get themselves employed add to their frustration. 


He said that the education system was to be made meaningful and purpose- 
ful so that it was proved to be useful to the society both inside and out- 


side the country. 


Gen. Ershad observed that those who were criticising the new education 
policy of the present government were perhaps not fully conversant with 


the proposed changes. 


He said that during the last eight months the overall economic condition of 
the country had not much improved. Our resources are very limited and we 
have to depend on 90 per cent import he added. 


The CMLA called for working hard and utilising properly both human and 
agriculture resources to build the country. 


He said that during the current month the Turkish President Mr. Kenan 
Eyren and the Secretary-General of the OIC Mr. Habib Chatri will visit 


Bangladesh. 


67 








Remarks on Ties with India 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 5 Dec 82 ppl, 8 


[Text] General Ershad yesterday favoured inviting head of the Kampuchean 
coalition Government led by Prince Norodom Sihanouk to the forthcoming 
Non-aligned summit in New Delhi March next. 


He told newsmen at Zia International Airport on his return from China that 
Sihanouk Government is the representative government of Kampuchea. He 
said the people of Kampuchea should be allowed to decide their future. 


Bangladesh decision of recognising the Government of Prince Sihanouk was 
announced in Peking by the Chief Martial Law Administrator. 


ENA adds: General Ershad said, "Bangladesh's special relations with China 
will not affect the bilateral relations between Bangladesh and India." 


jie said the relationship between Bangladesh and India should be based on 
sovereign equality and "free from inherited inhibitions." 


Elaborating the inherited inhibitions, the CMLA said "Farakka is the 
inhibition" standing in the way of forging the relations between Bangladesh 
and India. 


He pointed out that Farakka Barrage Project was taken up by India when 
Bangladesh had not emerged as an independent country; as such he said the 
consideration of the setting up of Farakka Barrage was altogether different 
from the point of view of subsequent relation between Bangladesh and India. 


Domestic Issues Noted 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 5 Dec 82 pp l, 8 


[Text] General Ershad yesterday ruled out beginning of political activi- 
ties in the country in near future. 


Talking to newsmen at the Zia International Airport on his return from 
visit to China, General Ershad said, "time has not yet come to say anything 
on political process". He, however, said, "political process was bound to 


begin some day." 


He said his government had taken some programme for the welfare of the 
people, and added that this would be implemented for the benefit of the 


people. 


The CMLA once again said the Armed Forces had not come to perpetuate their 
rule. 


General Ershad casually admitted to a reporter that the country's economy 
had not much improved since March. He said "our resources are very limited 
and we have to depend on 90 per cent imports.” 








He emphasised the importance of hard work and mobilisation of the people 
and the resources for building the country as the Chinese had done. 


Education System 


BSS adds: when his attention was drawn to the state of affairs in the 
educational arena the CMLA stressed the need for a thorough recast in the 
present education system with a view to changing the existing social 


order. 


He said under the present education system three lakh students passed 
S.S.C. annually but the vast majority of them could not get admission for 
higher studies and remained idle. Therefore, he pointed out, employment 
opportunities had to be created and these left-out students should be 
imparted technical education for employment. 


The CMLA pointed out that the present unrest among the students was the 
manifestation of their frustration because of defective education systen. 
Besides, he added, the left-out students who could neither continue their 
studies nor get themselves employed add to their frustration. 


He said that the education system was to be made meaningfu ‘irposeful 
so that it was proved to be useful to the society both insic outside 


the country. 


CSO: 4600/1549 
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BANGLADESH 


WRITEK EXAMINES PROSPECTS OF RELATIONS WITH PRC 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 4 Dec 82 pp l, 8 
(Article by Sirajul Hossain Khan] 


(Text] Understandably, it was necessary for the military regime in 
Bangladesh "to establish new contacts and renew old friendship" with 
China. This has been done by the just-concluded six-day official visit 
of the Chief Martial Law Administrator to China. 


Also, the visit was significant in the context of the growing South Asian 
regional co-operation, rapproachement in Sino-Indian relations, and the 
emergence of ASEAN in Southeast Asia. 


In his welcoming banquet Prime Minister Zhao Ziyang said the friendship 
between China and Bangladesh, which goes back to ancient times, wiil last 
forever like the Yarlung Zangbo-Brahmaputra that runs through our two 
countries." The observation highlights how profound and natural are the 
Chinese feelings for the friendship. 


In his reply, CMLA H. M. Ershad said, "China's firm advocacy of the equality 
of all nations and respect for their independence and sovereignty touches 
a very responsive chord in our hearts." He also referred to the resolute, 
principled opposition of China to colonialism, neocolonialism, hegemonism 


and raciai discrimination. 


In his return banquet, Lt. Gen. Ershad maintained that his visit was "not 
only successful, but also eminently satisfying." The "fundamental objec- 
tive" of his trip to “renew and reaffirm the close ties" between the two 
countries "has been achieved," he said. 


Premier Zhao, in his reply, described as "sincere and friendly" the talks 
General Ershad had with him, Deng Xiao-ping (who is known to be the most 
powerful leader in present China) and Hu Yaobang, General Secretary of 


the Communist Party of China (CPC). 


The Chinese Prime Minister also declared, "We are highly satisfied with the | 
development of friendly relations between the two countries, and are deter- 
mined to continue our intensive and fruitful cooperation in the fields of 


economy, trade, technology and culture." 
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Notwithstanding the diplomatic encomiums or political platitudes which are 
usual on such occasions, one may note that there have been some substan- 
tial words and deeds to back up the growing understanding between the 
Dresent governments of China and Bangladesh. But none perhaps can vouchsafe 


that things can be taken for granted. 


The establishment of a joint economic commission for mutual co-operation and 
support in various sectors of the economies of Bangladesh and China is 
indeed a work of achievement. Again, the 50-million dollar (Tk. 10 crore) 
interest-free loan to Bangladesh is a sort of token assistance. 


Political observers consider it to be really a token amount, as perhaps 
China would like to see the economic and other behaviour in the utilization 
of the loan before it may go for advancing some big aid (like the interest- 
tree Rs. 100 crore which the then President of Pakistan, General Yahya 

Khan got during his 1970 November visit to China). 


It is also more than coincidence that the Chinese Agriculture Minister Lin 
Hujia's talks and agreement in Dhaka about the cooperation and even joint 
ventures between the two countries in agriculture, water conservancy and 
irrigation, small hydel-power generation, animal husbandry and fishery 
synchronized with General Ershad's attainments in Beijing. 


One may, therefore, say that the political contacts and the act of economic 
co-operation are being considerably activized through the visits of General 
Ershad and Lin Hujia. These contacts and acts of cooperation had appar- 
ently been in a kind cf animated suspension following the assassination of 
President Ziaur Rahman and then the removal of Justice Sattar from 


Bangladesh's presidency. 


in any case, if there is the determination on the part of Bangladesh to 
learn from the economic progress of China, there are immense scope and 


prospects for that. 


First of all, the basic principle and policy of industrial capital formation 
from agricultural surplus can do wonders in an essentially agricultural 
economy like that of Bangladesh as had been the case with China. 


Secondly, the level of Bangladesh advancement or of infrastructure is such 
that it can absorb profitably the technology and equipment from China for 
the country's industrialization and agricultural boost. The highly 
sophisticated machinery and the technology of too much automation are not 
permissible in Bangladesh, which needs more labor-intensive than capital- 
intensive plants, and which cannot squander its savings or foreign aid for 


imported technical know-how. 


Thirdly, the technological and financial assistance from China cannot have 
the economic and political strings which are usual with the finance 
capital of super-imperialist, imperialist or semi-imperialist interests. 


Considering these three basic facts and other related matters, it is not 
only desirable, but also imperative that Bangladesh build the best of 
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economic and cultural co-operation and exchange with China. It, however, 
remains to be seen how the Government of General Ershad withstands pres- 


sures from outside to the contrary. 


lc is interesting to note that in none of the visits (of the CMLA and 
Chinese Agriculture Minister) there had been expressions about threats to 
anyone's national independence and state sovereignty and the pledge to 
lp meet such threats. Particularly, the silence on the part of 

ladesh is significant in the context of latest Dhaka-Delhi equations. 


nel 
Zang 
Shrewd observers also note that despite the reported promptings from the 
Zangladesh side during the talks for some reciprocal praises for each 
‘ther’s internal works and developments, Chinese leaders discussed the 
records of development, if any, in Bangladesh over recent years, and not 


during the eight months of present rule. 


in other words, this time, there was nothing like the praise that had been 
there for the military rule of Ayub, Yahya or Ziaur Rahman. 


Nevertheless, the China-Bangladesh relations stand on solid footing of 
bilateral, regional and Third World interests and outlook of both the 
countries which have been reiterated during Ershad's Beijing talks. 


The unanimity of views on matters like Afghanistan, Kampuchea, Palestine, 
Namibia and even on South Asian regional co-operation is certainly a 
strong, dependable basis for good and helpful relations between the two 


countries. 


CSO: 4600/1548 





BANGLADESH 


SHEIKH HASINA RETURNS FROM LONDON, MOSCOW VISITS 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Dec 82 pp l1, 8 


[Text] The Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina Wajed returned home from 
London yesterday after about six months stay abroad. 


She was heartily received at the Zia International Airport by party leaders 
and workers. 


Later Sheikh Hasina told Reporters in the evening at her residence that she 
was concerned about the economic situation prevailing in the country. 


She favoured restoration of democracy and the image of her father, Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman. 


The Awami League chief said during her stay in London, she was in touch with 
the developments in the country and apprised of the home situation by party 


workers and well wishers of Bangladesh there. 


Replying to a question Sheikh Hasina said she attended the funeral of Leonid 
Brezhnev in Moscow recently in her capacity as Awami League chief and 
"daughter of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman." During her four-day stay 
in Moscow she was the guest of Afro-Asian Solidarity Organisation, she 


added. 


Sheikh Hasina, who was accompanied by minor son and daughter on her return 
said she had no plans for going out of the country in the near future. 


Among those present at the airport to receive her were Dr. Kamal Hussain, 
Mr. Korban Ali, Mr. Abdus Samad Azad, Mr. Abdul Mannan, Syed Zillur Rahman, 
Mr. Sudhangsusekhar Haldar, Mr. Abdur Razzak, Mr Tofael Ahmed, Mr. Amir 
Hussain Amu, Mr. Mohammad Hanif, Mrs. Sajeda Chowdhury, and Mrs. Ivy 


Rahman. 


CSO: 4600/1550 
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BANGLADESH 


RETURNEES FROM ISRAEL TELL OF TORTURE IN CAMPS 


/ 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Dec 82 pp l, 8 


[Text] The second batch of 225 Bangladeshi nationals who were released 
from the Israeli prison camps in Beirut by the International Committee of 
Red Cross returned to Dhaka on Saturday, reports BSS. 


This brought the total number of the Bangladeshi repatriates who had fought 
alongside the Palestine Liberation Organisation forces against the Israelis 
to 475 during the two days. Two hundred and fifty Bangladeshi nationals 
arrived in Dhaka on Friday by a chartered plane. 


The Bangladesh Red Cross Society received the repatriates at the airport an 
organised their homeward journey. Each of the repatriates was given break- 
fast and a gift packet containing one blanket, one towel, one toilet soap, 
milk powder, packet biscuits and detergent. 


One Bangladeshi national who fell sick was removed to the Holy Family Red 
Cross Hospital for treatment. Ome such sick person was admitted to the 


hospital on Friday. 


Brutal Torture 


Some of the repatriates narrated the horrifying tales of their suffering 
in the Israeli internment camps and said that the Israeli treatment with 
the prisoners particularly before the intervention of the Inter. ational 
Committee of the Red Cross was simply inhuman. 


"We were subjected to brutal physical and mental torture by the Israeli 
forces in the Insar camp in southern Lebanon", Dr. Saifuddin Khaled, a 
Bangladeshi physician of the Palestine Red Cresent Society (PRCS) Hospital 


in Sidon, said. 


One hundred medical personnel including 20 doctors of the Sidon PRCS 
Hospital were captured by the Israelis, blindfolded them and shipped to 
Israel where they were kept for one month before they were transferred to 
Insar internment camp, he said. They included citizens from Bangladesh, 
Syria, Egypt, Yemen, Turkey, Senegal, India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. 


7h, 





‘We lived a sub-human life in the camp," he said and added that the supply 
of food stuff depended on the whims of the captors. 


Dr. Khaled who hails from Patiya, Chittagong, said it was only unthinkable 
tnat the Israeli perpetrators had not even spared the doctors, paramedics 
and others who had been engaged in the services for the wounded persons and 


the suffering humanity. 


Abdul Kuddus who hails from Patuakhali said that the inmates in the camps 
were given one rooti with a little bit of rice after every three days 
before the ICRC intervened. Kicking, flogging and other physical 
tortures of the prisoners by the Israelis were routine affairs. 


Mr. Roland S. Riegert, Air Operation Coordinator of the International Com- 
mittee of Red Cross (ICRC) who accompanied the Bangladeshi repatriates on 
Friday, returned to Beirut on Saturday after supervising the arrival of 


the second batch. 


Call to Assemble 


Dr. Saifuddin Khalid, President of the Bangladesh Organisation for 

Palestinian Liberation, requested all "Palestinian freedom fighters" who 
have returned from Israeli prison camps, to assemble at the PLO office at 
No. 2 Gulshan, Road 53 at 10 a.m. today (Sunday), a press release of the 


organisation said. 


CSO: 4600/1549 
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BANGLADESH 


UN DELEGATE TELLS POLITICAL COMMITTEE STAND ON ISRAEL 


vhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 4 Dec 82 p 1 


[Text] New York, Dec. 3:--Bangladesh has expressed its strong indignation 
at the caccnt and magnitude of the repressive policy of Israeli authorities 
in occupied Arab and Palestinian territories, reports BSS. 


Addressing the special political committee of the United Nacions General 
Assembly session here, Bangladesh delegate Major General K. M. Shafiullah 
said Bangladesh strongly condemned the decision of the Israeli government 
to deny the special committee the opportunity to carry out its mandate as 
completely and faithfully as required by the General Assembly. 


Gen. Shafiullah was making his speech when the committee investigated 
Israeli practices in the occupied Arab territories. He said "the commit- 
tee's report had been instrumental in convincing those remained to be con- 
vinced with Israeli's portrayal of itself as a victim is a fiction and that 
there are overwhelming evidences to the contrary. 


The Bangladesh delegate pointed out that the economy of the occupied ter- 
ritories was totally subservient to the occupying power and the popula- 
tion was subjected to the ruthless Israeli policies and brutality of an 


unprecedented scale. 


Gen. Shafiullah reiterated that Bangladesh strongly believed that ail 
attempts by Israel to change the demographic and geographic character of 
the occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories had no legal validity 
and constituted a serious obstacle to all efforts aimed at achieving a 
just and lasting peace in the West Asia (Middle East). 


He condemned the confiscation and expropriation of private and public Arab 
properties and evacuation, deportation and displacement of Arab inhabi- 


tants from the occupied territories. 


The situation in the occupied territories, he said, was for more profound 
in its implications since the thrust of Israel's policies was to replace 
Arab sovereignty by introducing structures of a potential Israeli sover- 


eignty. 
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An end to the Israeli repressive policy would pave the way for a just 
and durable solution in the Middle East resulting in exercise of the 
right of the self-determination by the Palestinian people, the Bangladesh 


delegate asserted. 


CSO: 4600/1547 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


IDA CREDIT--Bangladesh will use a programme credit of 100.8 million special 
drawing rights (SDRs), worth 110 million dollars to finance both public 

and private sector imports it has been announced by the International 
Development Association (IDA) says a UNIC Press release. The credit 
expected to be fully disbursed by July 1984 is for 50 years including a 
zrace period of 10 years. A formal review will take place during 
March/April 1983. The 11th IDA imports programme credit in a series 

begun in 1972 will assist improvements in budgetary management as well as 
in agricultural and trade policies. It is interest-free but bears a 
service charge of 0.5 per cent on the undisbursed balances of the credit 
and 0.75 per cent on the disbursed balances. IDA which operates under 

the responsibility of the World Bank is a lending agency established in 
September 1960. It is to promote economic development, increase produc- 
tivity and raise standards of living in the less developed countries of the 
world. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Dec 82 p 1] 


CSO: 4600/1551 
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INDIA 


INDIAN STRIKE AT PAKISTAN NUCLEAR UNITS RULED OUT 

Defense Expert Quoted 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Dec 82 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, December 28 (UNI). 


Defence experts rule out any possibility of an Indian preemptive strike at 
Pakistani nuclear installations. 


The experts give several reasons why it is neither possible nor desirable 
for India to knock out l’akistani nuclear plants. 


Pakistan's uranium enrichment facilities in Kahuta are reported to be 
built deep underground. 


Experts say India does not have the air attack capabilities to destroy 
underground facilities. The prospects of bombing the Pakistani uranium 
enrichment plant are particularly din. 


xperts say Pakistan has a second route for reaching nuclear weapons 
capability--the plutonium route. The installations connected with this 
capability are the Kanupp reactor, the Chashma reprocessing plant when it 
starts operating, and the Pinstech small-scale reprocessing plant which 
is believed to be already under operation. 


my 


According to Mr. K. Subramanyam, director of the institute of defence 
studies, “any Indian attack on any of these facilities will be a costly 


blunder." 


No Incentive 


Plutonium is highly radioactive with a long half-life and if a place con- 
taining this material is bombed, the plutonium would be scattered over a 
wider area rendering the entire area unlivable. 


Experts say that intense radio activity spreading from the scattered 
plutonium could endanger several Indian areas bordering Pakistan. 
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Given these considerations, India has no incentive to attack Pakistani 
nuclear facilities. The country has reservations even in regard to the use 


of napalm (fire bombs) in war. 


Mr. Subrahmanyam says that India, in fact, is even more vulnerable in this 
respect--with reactors at Kotah, Tarapur and Trombay--than her neighbour. 


Defence experts say however strong the defences India may have, the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) or ground fire cannot prevent sneak attacks by Pakistani 
aircraft. Strengthened with the newly acquired F-16, the Pakistan Air 
“orce can in future retaliate with force if India chooses to bomb their 
nuclear plants, the experts add. 


According to experts, it is virtually impossible to be certain of such 
destruction unless nuclear weapons are used or air raids of an intensity 
far beyond India's capability can be carried out.’ 


According to Mr. Subrahmanyam, “the entire propaganda about the country's 
interest in carrying out a preventive attack may be due to ignorance and 
superficial thinking''’. It may be part of a well-organised disinformation 


campaign, he feels. 


He points out that the United States administration has lately developed a 
vested interest in selective nuclear proliferation to countries like 
Israel, South Africa and Pakistan. 


‘ir. James Malone, the U.S. assistant secretary of state, is the author of 


-_s+- @ 


the doctrime that the U.S. has to make a distinction between proliferation 


wia 


oy friends and that by nonfriends. 


Mr. Subrahmanyam says hence the Western "whispering campaign" about the 
Indian pre-emptive strike may be a part of the campaign to legitimise 
Pakistani nuclear weapons, corporation of Pakistan in West Asian strategic 


consensus and drumming up support for arms supplies to Pakistan. 
'POST' Article Refuted 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Dec 82 p 8 


[Editorial] 


(‘Text } The WASHINGTON POST report, attributed to U.S. intelligence 
sources, about an Indian military proposal for a preemptive strike on 
Pakistan's nuclear facilities was not the less absurd for what it said 
about Mrs Gandhi's opposition to the idea. Even if it were to be assumed 
that responsible Indians could contemplate such a course of action, which 
in this country's professed view would be international brigandage, the 
idea would have been immediately ruled out by an assessment of the conse- 
quences. The report said that tne Prime Minister had turned down the 
proposal for fear of a retaliatory Pakistani attack, but surely the likely 
response of Pakistan's allies, including the United States, would be a far 








more important consideration. It is not easily explained how U.S. intelli- 
sence sources could have thought Indian military commanders to be so naive 
or reckless as to ignore such obvious international realities. Still less 
rlattering was the suggestion that Mrs Gandhi might reconsider the matter 
iater if Pakistan seemed to be on the point of acquiring a nuclear weapons 
capability. But is there much doubt on that score? U.S. sources have con- 
sistently spoken of Pakistan's steady progress towards the bomb, the latest 
estimates being quite specific. Against this background, the report about 
the alleged Indian plan can only distract attention from the implications of 
the Pakistani preparations, which the Reagan Administration has chosen to 
ignore on the plea that Islamabad can be persuaded to follow a more pacific 
policy only by larger supplies of the latest and most deadly non-nuclear 
arms. But even Washington has not claimed that the promise, and now the 
certainty, of such supplies has made the slightest difference to Islamabad's 
nuclear ambitions. On the contrary, its appetite appears to have been 
whetted by every fresh indication of U.S. indulgence. 


Disclosure of Pakistani preparations to build an isotopic enrichment facil- 
ity to produce weapon-grade uranium, i.e. nearly pure uranium 235, caused 
an international sensation. How a Pakistani scientist had "stolen" the 
technical blueprint from a West European plant and how large quantities of 
the necessary equipment had been obtained from Western countries by 
clandestine, and perhaps not so secret, means were widely discussed. It 
was then thought that, having been frustrated in its efforts to install, 
with French assistance, a plant to reprocess spent reactor fuel to extract 
plutonium, the Pakistanis had taken the more difficult route to the bomb with 
highly enriched uranium. But it should have been a safe bet that the idea 
of a plutonium bomb, the material for which is somewhat easier to produce, 
would by no means be abandoned. This has lately been confirmed; in fact, 
the U.S. authorities are said to have had detailed reports on Pakistani work 
on both enriched uranium and plutonium production before President Zia-ul 
Haq's visit to Washington. Going by what is known about the respective 
technologies, General Zia may not take long to make a few explosive devices 
with plutonium; he has only disowned the capability "at present". The 
uranium enrichment facility would prepare the base for a larger weapons 
programme. None of this is a revelation: Washington has never been in 
doubt about the Pakistani aim, since neither fuel reprocessing nor 

uranium enrichment will be needed for Pakistan's civil nuclear power pro- 
gramme in the foreseeable future. Even the Director General of the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency has ackncwledged the agency's inability to 
ensure that its stipulated safeguards are being effectively applied in 
Pakistan. Yet it has been argued that a greater sense of military security 
would dissuade the Zia regime from persisting with its work on the bomb, 
and Washington has ostensibly been trying to induce moderation by equip- 
ping it with advanced non-nuclear weapons. What this has achieved is clear 
enough: Pakistan need not waver in its pursuit of the bomb for fear of 
forefeiting U.S. aid. It would be both pointless and undignified for 

New Delhi to complain about the Reagan Administration's more-favoured- 
nation treatment of General Zia's dictatorship, but the hollowness of 
Washington's non-proliferation concerns needs to be exposed all the same. 


CSO: 4600/1530 
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"HINDU' ANALYST ON CONDUCT OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
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Gandhi Image at Stake 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


‘Text ] 


NEW DELHI, 27. 
The Prime Minister. Mrs. Indira i, 
has been campaigning intensely in the Andhra 
Karnataka Assembly 


Pradesh and elections, 
making a bid to retain these two 
southern Siates both internal and interna- 


tional reasons, according to some well placed 
observers nere. 

A setback for the-ruling party in Andhra 
Pradesh or Karnataka, it :s pointed out. can 


Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, not 


ff 
£ 


5% Lt 
por i 
Hh 
lige 
337 il 
ta 
Tatts 


z 
3 
8 
7 
? 
3 


vail, on the eve of the non-aligned summit in 
ini, that the discontent in the country 

tarted hurting her even if it cannot be said that 
the tide is perceptibly turning against her 
Government. It has thus become doubly impor- 


E58 


Grspensation. It has not gone unnoticed 
diplomati- circles here that the ruling party's 


tion on this aspect of her leac ership that shouid 
be a big asset for the party transcending local 
political congiderations. 


that elise counts at any rate from 


, little realising the risks involved in it. As a 
calculated gamble it might or might not work. 
but in either case the Prime Minister is persona- 
ly involved in the rough and tumble of local 
elections. 


interaction of regional agitations and increasing 
dissidence could make even her well-wishers 
wonder whether she has started losing control 

the States despite the vast majorities of 
party in the iSlatur' 

And any 

time when the Congress (I) Parliamentary Party 
is nae sctiy, and more restive over the 
inequitous distribution of the loaves and fishes 
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aspect of the Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
elections, with aii the inherent hazards of a 
muttipiver impact. that 1s begmning to worry the 


at tne Centre dealing wit 


international relations. 


Concern over Dissidents 


Article by G. K. Reddy] 


(Text } 


NEW DELHI, Dec. 28. 

The Prime Minister, Mrs. indira Gandhi, is 
curtailing her erection tour in Karnataka by a 
day to devote more time to the campaign to 
the Andhra coastai districts. 

The Congress (I is faced with a stiff fight 
from the Telugu Desam in the coastal districts 
where Mr. N. T. Rama Rao has been drawing 
large crowds, giving the ruling party 
uncomfortable moments. 


*The nonmcommunist opposition partes 
have fared reasonably well in the coastal di- 
stricty in aimost all the Assembly elections 
while they have not been able to give a 
comparabie account of themselves in Parliam- 
entary elections. But. in the Telengana area. the 
communists have retained their strongholds in 
some of the districts while the Congress (i) has 
swept the polls in the 1978 Assembly poll in the 
rest of the region. 


The nine coastai districts account for as 
many as 134 of the 294 Assembly seats while 
tne alaseema which is treated as part of the 
Andhra region has only 53’ seats. The remaining 
107 are in the Telengana region where Telugu 
Desam has not made much of a dent on Con- 
gress (I) influence. 

Concern about Telengana: But in the 
Telengana area. the Congress () campaign 
strategists are more concerned about the threat 

by its own dissidents who are either 
contesting on their own or working against the 
ruling party candidates. The ress (D 
leaders are. however. drawing some comfort 
from the fact that despite frantic messages 
from his nominees Mr. Rama Rao has not 
bothered to pay another visit to the Telengana 
districts. since he is concentrating heavily on 
the coasta! districts. 

The Prime Minister has, no doubt. visited 
many constituencies both in Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka and made a record number of 
speeches by hopping from piace to piace by 
helicopters to increase her mobility to the max- 
imum extent possible. But the helicopter 


campaigning has deprived her of the opportu- 
nity of a greater exposure to the people along 
the roadside villages even in the thickly 
populated districts. 


Not much impact: Mrs. Gandhi has aiso 
chosen to speak mainiy of the need for a 
strong Centre and State Governments 
for preserving the country's unity and ensuring 
balanced elopment. Her attacks on 
casteism and regionalism have not been mak- 
ing much of an impact. because parocniaiism 
has come to be wi accepted as part of pre- 
sent-day political life. After all, the Congress (0, 
too. has selected its candidates giving 
weightage to caste and communal considera- 
tions, selecting individuals on the basis of their 
ability to win rather than wn “'r integrity and ex- 
perience. 

Silent on corruption ard misrule: But her 
silence on issues like misrule and corruption 
have come in for a lot of criticism from local 
_—_ according to reports reaching here. 

average citizen of Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka who has suffered considerably from 
the incompetence, high-handedness and cor- 
rupt practices of successive State Govern 
ments expected her to promise that she stood 
not only for strong, but also clean administra- 
tion. 


Delhi's interference: She has aiso not 
bothered to rebut the charge of excessive in- 
terfererice from Delhi in the governance of the 
States, especially the habit of imposing Chief 
Ministers. It is Certainly a sore point with the 
Andhra people that in the last four years as 
many as four Chief Ministers have been either 
foisted or fired in her name whatever the justifi- 
cation for it. 

No longer complacent: It wouid be interest- 
ing to watch how she is going to handle the 
rest of her campaign in coastal Andhra di- 
Stricts. In keeping its fingers crossed and hop- 
ing that it wouid still be abie to make the grade 
in both the southern States even if it be with a 
reduced margin, the Congress (I) is no longer 
complacent about what could or might happen 
in the Andhra coastal districts. 


Local Leaders Ignored 
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[Article by G 


[Text ] 


K. Reddy] 


NEW DELHI, Dec. 29. 
The Prime Minister. Mrs. indira Gandhi. will 
be conctuding her whirlwind tour of Kamataka 


83 


on Wednesday and storming through 54 Key 
constituencies in Rayaiaseema and coastai An- 
dhra in three and half days before the end of 
the campaign. 











Aner adcressing ner .ast meeting at Koiar 
in Karnataka, she wi Ge NOpping from piace to 
piace in seven districts with a brief side trip on 
Sunday to Madras. 

Though no final tality of the meetings 
addressed, the constituencies vistted and di- 
stance covered by ner in Andhra Pradesh and 
Kamatanxa iS yet avaliable. Mrs. Gandh: has 
certainly set an ali-time record with the intensity 
of her solo campa-gn in these two States. 

Many constituencies: An unusuai feature 
of tnis campargn 's that sne has Deen tecnnic- 
aly covering a large numoer of constituencies 
Sy NOpDINg .N ne copters. Dut she nas been 
SOMING INtO contact with relatively Tewer peo- 
oie The main adversary of the Congress (1), Mr. 
‘. T Rama Rao. nas on the otner nand chosen 
'o travel in MiS Caravan addressing on tne wey 
as Many roadside meetings as possibie to gain 
maximum public exposure 

Mistake: Another mistake the Congress (I) 
has made 1s to Graft indiscriminatety all and 
sundry from other parts of the country. ranging 
from Chief Ministers and Central Ministers to 
party functionaries anc self serving publicists 
to Campaign in tne two States Tne result is that 
Dy anc large tne iocal leaders Nave not been 
very MuCN in tne oiCture. as tNOugNn they were 
of no great consequence 

This nas only strengtnened the Opposition 
marge tnat the wnore Congress (i) campaign 
was Deng stage-managed from Dein with 
venicies sent from cucn far of Srates like 
Haryana and Raastnan. funds provided iargely 
mom tne party s centra: cnest anc tne Carivass- 
ing itself done to a consider sule extent by Out- 
siaers with no persona: volvement in tnese 
elections. 

The onty nationai figure with a strong o¢e 


apped whdO “as een Ccamoaicring ‘'or ner 
( - - r me , Ce mw 

party is Mrs. Gariahi. while aii othe’s sent fro 

Den have r peen maaing mucn impact 


accoraing to ; the AICC 
mneadquarters ~ere One exception pernaps |S 
Mr. Rayy Gandh:. out ne tco nas not been able 


ancy raAaArronre 
eENOMs rescnng 


TO Mace More "TA" 2a 'oW"er 
participation in the camnaig 


Modest crowds: ~€ Ucrcuston coc 
on the other hano “ave ocer apetofesarcea 
known personaiites tan the Cx (1). 

é 


tney are extinct voicanos e ine "4 
Janata Staiwarts. The nodesi crowds *« “ave 
been Orawing stand a reasonane comp YY oor 
with the offically assemnies yaineriag’ $< 
to listen to the visitirx; Chief Ministers of otner 
States or Central Min s:ers 

AN tins ighly personaiised campaign, the 
Cong’e nas sougnt neutralise tne 
mumpo-;umDo of Mr Rama Raos mystic ap 
peal Dased on nis mytnoiogical roves in films 
with a Matcning proyection cf Mrs. Gandni as a 
mocern icader win an abicing faith in divine 
uspensation. She nas not m.ssed an opportu- 
nity to offer prayers at ali prominent piaces of 
worship in the areas sne nas DEEN visiting in the 
two States 

No worthwhile public debate: Otherwise at 
the po..tica: level there nas Deen no worthwthuiie 
pubic debate during tnis campaign on any 
ssues of primary nportance. The campaigners 
frorn potn sides neve veen talking at Ccress- 
purposes winout comINgG tO Grips with any 
ssue of primary importance to tne peopie 

The Prime Ministers piea for stabie State 
Governments to lend support to the Centre has 
Deen orcnestrated witnout any promise that ¢ 
ine Congress () is returned to power. t would 
et the State units of the part, function normally 
“tnOut undue interference from Deity. Sne is 
stil reluctant to deciare publicty that the Con- 
gress () eg:siature parties in Andhra Pradesn 
and arnataxa would be allowed to freety elect 
thew leaders to nead the governments in their 
Own nant 

Weakest link: This is perhaps the weakest 
in« in Mrs. Gandn.'s campaign and condgu- 
entty the strongest pomt in Mr. Rama Rao’'s 
frontal attack on ner style of governing States 
by remote control from Dei. 


Trendsetter Election 


NEW DELH! Dec. 3! 

The countdown begins tomorrow in An 
dnhra Pradesh and Karnataka with both the 
Congress (D and the Opposition parties exud- 
Ng cautious optimism about the outcome in 
these bitter!y fought Assembly elections which 
nave come to assume nationai im 

There are only two days left for the cam 
paign and four days for the polling on erage! 
5 that will decide the political fate of nearty 1 
Ministers anc ex-Ministers, not to speak of over 
400 MLAs and ex-MLAs who are contesting on 
different party tickets. 

An extraordinary feature of these elections 
is that they have acquired a wider significance 
transcending their locai character. because of 
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the actrve involvement of the Prime Minister 
Mrs. indira Gand. in this campaign. 

The coincidence of the poll wth the 
commencement of the New Year has aiso ied 
to much greater importance attacned to 
the outcome. as though the ess (1's 
‘fortunes in 1983 are going to be determuned by 
the ruling partys performance in these elec- 
tions. 

The two southern States are going to the 
polls at a time when the country ‘self is at the 
‘crossroads, with the more articulate sections of 
the people displaying a sort of split personality 
in giving Mrs. Gandhi full marks for her 
stew #D IN the conduct of the countrys 
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Tex 


t | 


forergn relations. while accusing ner of fattenng 
leadership in tne Gomestic spnere. where ner 
piedge to give the country an efficient and 
honest Government tnat works has turned out 
to De no more tnan an empty promise. 


“Status quo year”: The visualisation for 
1983 is that pouticaily t ss going to be more or 
eSS a Status quo year nO startling 
changes. but the country might be faced wrth 
renewed strains on the economic front. 

The Year of Productiv has ended. 
ronicaily enough. with NO sgniticant increases 
iN DOP agricultural and industrial Production. 
The poor financial management of the 
economy continues to Cause more concerm 
than tne shortfaiis in production im some 
spheres as a resutt of drought and recession. 

But the critcs concede at the same time 
that india remains a bastion of independence in 
the Thrd World with a reasonably strong 
agricultural and industrial base, retaining fts de- 
cision-making freedom without succ to 
the plandishments of the Big Powers. whether ft 
is the U.S. or the Sowet Union. 

The countrys acvance towards the take 
of stage is. nowever. impeded to a iarge extent 
Dy intemal poutcal oickerings. admiristretrve 
ncompetence. Monumental corruption and 
nighly personairsed style of functioning that is 
Cestroying initiative and weakening the systen? 
chown the line 

The Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka elec- 


HON campaign has shown that Mrs. Gandhi's 
mage remains untarnished, but her personal 
popularity has suffered Jo some extent because 
of the widespread belief that she has been 


. Gespte ther many lapses 
which should normally iead to 
ceremonious exit from pubtic ife. 


ssidence in Andhra 
not been on the anticipated scale, but any 
unexpected setback in these elections couid 


aggravate the situation aimost overnight K s 


for this reason that Mrs Gandm nas been 
campaigning hard. displaying amazing stamina 
and firm resotve to see her party trough tus 
agonising ordeai as far as she can heip it 


No viable alternative After the drsastrous 
Janata experiment. the critics of Mrs. Gandhi 
do not expect that the Opposition would be 
able to provide a able alternative at the na 
tional evel in the next few years. at any rate 
But even her supporters do not wholly agree 
with her that regional parties should have no 
place in the indian polity because in her view 
they tend to generate feelings of sub-na 
tionalism that militate against the concept of na- 
tional and tion. 

The adiempt to demies Mr. N. T. Rama Rleo 
as a freak phenomenon has not made much im- 

the current campaign. The 


pact during 
Congress (1), which tned initially to ignore or 
ndicuie him. started exaggerating the conse 


patriotism 
ig its Monopoly. and not to rety entirely on Mrs. 
Gandhi's charisma to put the imo 
power in these two southern . automat: 
ically. 
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Rama Rao Tactics 


K. Reddy] 


NEW DELHI Jan. 2. 

The Prime Minister. Mrs. Indira Gandhi. re- 
turns to Dein: tomorrow. after an absence of 
nearly three weeks from the capital. at the con 
clusion of what is widely regarded as the most 
intensive, if not the longest. election campaign 
in her political career, to await the outcome of 
her all-out effort to retain Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka at any Cost. 

it will be known in another few days to 
whet extent the indira magic has worked again 
in these waveless elections. whether her Midas 


touch has failed to perform the miracie. at any 
rate in Andhra Pradesh where the opposing 
parties and rival candidates have become 
equally irrelevant in what is essentiaily an epic 
confrontation between Mrs. Gandhi and Mr. N. 
T. Rama Rao. . 
The poll will show retrospectively in an 


Fre Riso. wae in spurring. the, fervent 
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by depending entirely on his Own chariame to 
win these elections. 

Calculated risk: As one who is totally new 
to the power game. he has taken a calculated 
rigk in Casting nimseif in the role of a ione 
crusader against Congress @) rule, littie reslis- 
ng that he was 
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the tempo of his fierce pnsiaught on the Con 
gress (i)'s citadels of power in the State. 


Another ji feature of the Andhra 
elections has been that the presence of large 
crowds has not attracted so much attention as 
their abeence in terms of smaiier turnouts at the 
meetings adc’essed by the top leaders across 
the battie line. it is the first time after 
the big Janata rallies in i during the 1977 
elections thet Mrs. Gandhi has failed to attract 
as crowds as Mr. Rama Rao who is stil! 

by her as no more than a freak 
phenomenon incapable of posing a sustained 
political challenge. 

‘Curiosity’: The Congress () has sought to 


who had gone to see him are 
his nominees will be kwown 


upsurge, whether it is a good or bad 
keane Wn taaane ote oo om be 
to be coped with imaginatively by giving the 
of involvement in their 
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CPI CALLS FOR GANDHI MEETING WITH AKALI 





Text, T “TD "= QL Noe ~ 9 2 , 
—_ CHANDIGARH, Dec 27, ; The council deplored the re- tural produce and for adequate 
Wik Punsao Stare councl OF cent decision of the Akali lew relief to drought hit areas. 
the CPi reiterated its call gership to hold meetings of ex- 
CITIZENS’ CONCERN 


for talas between the Prima servicemen, Sikh _intelicetuals 
Minister and Akali representa- and others as divisive and harm- UNI adds: A group of eminent 
tives without further delav and ful. Punjabis have voked their con- 
initiation of early steps to find It further said the recent ex- ‘°°T! anc nhappiness at some pou. 
a proper an! principled solutioa plosions and killings of Niranka- '¢4 part 2 
io the outsianding issues. ris were fresh danger signals of Men @fc ollicers in ther agitghon, 
During a threeday session ‘emewed exiremist activities. The While we do aot quesnign the 
which concluded here today, it Council chalked out plans for mght of ex-serVicemen to partici 
said ag the issues concerned Mass campaign to press for the Pate in poles or juin any polt- 
affect not the Sikhs alone the settlement of the above issues ¢+! Party. steps ide the Qhes tow 
publie should be taken into con- and against the price rise and Delng taken May, in Our opinion, 
fidence and an al] party meeting for a public distribution system harm the proud tTrac:tozs oi Me 
should be called at the national for the supply of cssential com *¢FVies and ultimate.y |itect the 
level in order to work out mModities at reasonable pricea, integrity of the country, ticy sa. 
a just and principled solution, for state trading in foodgrains, 1 @ Joint staremeat issued in 
remunerative prices for agricul De!h: on Monday 

They colada to political par- 

ties and ex-servicemen to exercise restraint so that there is no damage to 


cohesion and comradeship existing in the defence services. 


Thev said it was their impression that due to the mediatory efforts of 
some leading citizens the differences had been greatly narrowed and an 


igreement was within sight. They urged resumption of negotiations. 
>Dly regret that in the State of drift created by an unjustified 
lations, steps were taken which have aggravated the 


goti t 
tensions and deepened mistrust in public mind. 


to stag an agitation at the time of the Asiad was ill- 


[The decision t taz 
dvised. Even more deplorable was the manner in which the authorities 


N 


Sought to meet the situation by preventing free movement of citizens. Thi 
has caused a feeling of insult and humiliation 


It is unfortunate that to this day nobody in authority has chosen to offer 
t to those who underwent such experience. 





is regre 
Ye reiterate our earlier statement that some of the demands raised vitally 
-oncern Punjabis. Chandigarh has come to represent the fulfilment of 

ivations at the time of partition. We earnestly feel its restoration 
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leV Caiied for a systematic review orf the distribution of financial resour- 
Tr 
cL 


B] Ce . . . 1 — 7 . - a 
re and States in the light of experience. 


e signatories were: Mr I K Gujral, Air Chief Marshal Arjan Singh, 

ir Gurdacnan Singh, Justice Harbans Lal, Mr Inder Mohan, Lt Gen Jagjit 

i Aurora, Mr Kartar Singh Duggal, Mr Kuldip Nayar, Principal Mohinder 
i » Prot Maheep Singh, Mr N K Mukherjee, Mr Pran Chopra, Mr Rajinder 
reen, Prot Satish Kumar, Ms Sheila Gujral, Maj Gen Sujan Singh Uban, 

r Tarlok Singh and Mr Trilochan Singh. 
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ederation Puran Singh Azad has in a statement 
d the move of the Akali leaders to enlist support of ex-army 


sO condemne 
ersonnel for their agitation and said that such efforts would ultimatelv 
io great harm to the image of the Sikh community. 
‘fr Azad also denied the Akali leaders' claim of having gathered large 
upport trom thousands of ex-army personnel for a recent meeting in 
\mritsar by Sant Harchand Singh Longowal and said that there had been very 


iscrimination against Sikhs by 
were only misleading and malacious. 
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ANDHI 2 JAN ADDRESS TO THEOSOPHISTS REPORTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Jan 83 p 9 
Text! Madras, January 2. 


he Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, said here today that in the back- 

zround of scientific and technological breakthroughs that has given mankind 
fe power of "instant annihilation", the movement for peace and nuclear 
isarmament "is gathering momentum." 

"But these are mere voices, lacking coordination and effective action", she 

told an international gathering in the sprawling campus of the Theosophical 

Society at Adyar this morning. 


i 
week-long international convention held as part of the celebrations of the 
he establishment of the international headquarters of 


alee t. fei of i 
ee .vdia 


rt, 


‘5 
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theosophy at Adyar. 


»f to the stockpiling of nuclear weapons, she said: ''Between a future 


: . 
neTerring C 


and no future, the difference is the distance between two buttons--the 


ight one and te wrong." 


Minister planted a sapling to mark her visit. 
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The society president, Mrs. Radha Burnier, who welcomed Mrs. Gandhi, 
recalled that Pandit Motilal Nehru and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had con- 
tacts with theosophy and Dr. Annie Besant. 

Doing some "loud thinking" rather than "giving the learned lecture the 
occasion demands", on the subject "The future of man", Mrs. Gandhi's 
speech ranged over a wide field, taking in the rapid advances in science 
and technology, including the advent of the computer and the "amazing" 
work in genetic engineering. 

"What glorious potential for good; but alas, in the hands of the ignorant 


‘il-minded, what devilish power for the manipulation of the human 


personality , she said. 
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;ANDHI {NTERVIEWED BY INDIANA UNIVERSITY PAPER 


Fohata ib a.' 


3ombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Jan 83 p 9 


hae a» dads 


Text} New Delhi, January 1 (PTI). 


O 
we hope, t 
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ne Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, has said that the sale of F-16 


Pakistan by the U.S. had brought "vast areas" of 


O 
ndia "within their range of attack." 


xpressing India's concern over the deal, Mrs. Gandhi said the military 


e with the U.S. also "threatens to drag Pakistan into the area of 


4 


ig power conflict and rivalry." 


ten interview to the Indiana University newspaper, PENN, 
India wanted a relationship of goodwill with Pakistan. 


d them a treaty of peace, friendship and co-operation, which, 
hey will accept. We want Pakistan to be stable and at peace with 
tself and its neighbours," she said. 


to why India refused to condemm Soviet action in Afghanistan 


a 
ven though three vears had passed since the USSR sent its troops into that 
X 


ntrv, Mrs. Gandhi pointed out that India had repeatedly spoken against 
presence of foreign troops in any country. 


erested in mere condemnations. What have those who did so 
eved? Our objective is to contribute to the making of an atmosphere 
| D 


ic ould nelp a peaceful political dialogue among the concerned coun- 
A les 
Why is it,'' she asked, "that intervention by other countries in Asia, 


S 
and Latin America is not condemned. We do not believe in double 
n 


sked what had she accomplished by her recent nine-day visit to the United 
tates, the Prime Minister said that the purpose of the visit as to other 


untries was to create better awareness and understanding of India, its 


vrroblems and attitudes and its achievements. It was only through such 
ul 


its that they could develop more friendly relations with other countries. 
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?RESS REPORTS REACTION TO GENERAL VAIDYA'S STATEMENT 
CPI General Secretary 


PATRIOT in English 26 Dec 82 pp l, 7 


t CPI zenerai-secretary C. Rajeswara Rao has described the utterances 
+. Gen. A. S. Vaidya, GOC-in-Charge of Eastern Command, against the 
Tripura Left Front Government as "highly irresponsible", and felt that the 
tentral Covernment should have taken "necessary action" in this serious 

tter 


Yr 
ot 


bjecting to the army commander's political exercise, Mr Rajeswara Rao i 
tatement on Saturday expressed surprise at the Central Government not 


a Sic 


moving in tne matter. 


1 Vaidya had reportedly defended the TUJS-Cc.gress-I electoral 


Lt General 
lliance in Tripura, and blamed the Left Front Govern. ent there for vio- 


Gan a2 G 


lence in the State. 


Noting that extremist elements were carrying on armed attacks in order to 


ta a “, 
revent elections being held in Tripura, the CPI leader said it was the 
duty or the Centre to help the State Government with all means to foil the 
‘ame of the extremists. "Instead of doing this, the Central Government is 


Jinking at the serving General who has attacked the Left Front Government. 
‘en now we urge upon the Central Government to take necessary action 
+ the General and preserve the democratic norms of the country", he 


“ending the Left Front Government, Mr Rao said it was to the credit of 
that State Government that it fought the chauvinist forces and succeeded 
preserving the unity of the Bengali and tribal population in Tripura to 
. significant extent. On the other hand, the Congress-I in the State was 
"rousing the chauvinist feelings to fight the Left Front Government", he 


the Left Front Government for its proposal to grant a ful- 
f] al autonomous district council for the tribal minority areas 
inder the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. However, when the Centre 
refused to ayree to this, the State Government opted for autonomous dis- 


. 


trict council with limited powers. 
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> he sTal a.) e -4 Tay 51 + aD lTeamca \ sn Paltrnr - 
ext 4 Telease OD the Press Information Bureau Defence Wing in CUaicutta 
3) 
4 } ~- ~Tlesreapra ee es" a+ + - = ~ a ~ -_ 
1 Wednesday said that politica tone attributed in certain news er 


7 
rts to remarks made by the General Officer Commanding - 


t : ir 
= ; sAtT Aan 4 7 : 4 - oe - mos » a 
manag, Lieutenant-cbe lerai A. O. Vaidya at an "info ma 1 Press meet in tne 
. 5 
- ama ra . + : 2 a " 21 P "7 ta 5 | la srry 
LC vecember 0 were unrtroundead and unfortunate . General Vaidya 
7 . we 444 = ro la ~14 = 
~ at =o Critic iZec any state Government nor . justif ied anv ailiance. 
+ “AS - — ~—— - - + . 7 a se 4 ~t, 
ther interpretation is, therefore, an injustice to the Indian Army, 
= ° rama + 1 ,f 7 + — 3} o a 7+ a >| 
a» — )T ei 1uUesS &-& remain apoiiticai in its pest tradition 7] -_~— Said 


| the Army Commander's remarks had led to an "unfo 
nsinuation from certain quarters" against him. In fact, when a reporter 
isked him to comment on the TUJS-Congress (1) alliance in Tripura, 
eneral Vaidya had said that, in his view any organization which tried 
prove its bona fides through the democratic process rather than by any 
taking a step in the right direction and was welcome. 


an @ | 
a 


t 
| 
} 
} 
) 
, 


e criticism of the Tripura Government attributed to the Army Commander 
2s completely baseless, the release added. In fact, in reply to a ques- 
ion, e General had said that the State Government, with its police 

rce, the Border Security Force and the Central Reserve Police Force, 
ould be able to ensure peaceful elections in the State and he could find 
o reasons for involvement of the Army. 





Meanwhile, the Revolutionary Socialist Party has registered with the 
‘overnment a strong protest against the reported remarks made recently by 
Vaidya comm ending the electoral alliance between the Congress (1) 


Cem en. aidcya CO 
nd the Tripura Upajati Juba Samiti. 


‘cr Sourendra Bhattacharjee, leader and an M.P. from West Bengal, on 
o the Defence Minister, Mr R. Venkataraman, saying: "You 
h a statement from an active Army officer may have a 


2in reaction. Not that Army ne should have no political views. 


t is something impossible nowadays If, however, one officer goes scot 
tree airing partisan p political views in support of the present ruling party 
it the centre, ener differently disposed could hardly be faulted if 


1ey, too, express their views. The danger of the situation that may thus 
— 


™ 


jee said: "Lt.-Gen. Vaidya's reported statement is ali th 
hensible because it is designed to influence the outcome of the 
lections, by bringing in the security angle”. 


The West Benyal M.P. asked the Defence Minister "to deal with the matter 
sromptiy and firmly so that the suspicion of the Army's involvement with 


ling party's politics may not gain ground". 
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STATESMAN in English 30 Dec 82 pl 
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Text] Bhubaneswar, Dec. 29.--Mr Rabi Ray, secretary of the All-India Lok 
ai 


Dal (K) denied here today that the party had decided “in principle" to 
merge in the Janata Party at the national level, reports PTI. 


king tc pas here, Mr Ray described as "incorrect", the statement 
Mr Biju Patnaik, chairman of the party's Central Parliamentary Board 
that the Lok Dal (K) had decided in principle to merge in the Janata 
- = 7 ~ 9 o- 1 - aore 3 . h T P , 7 h t! | ce nor 
.¢ Lox Dal (K) had agreed to merge in the Janata Party with self-respect 


ind equality" on the basis of the terms of agreement, reached between the 


regotiating committees of both the parties in the first week of November, 
\4 T) ~ 4 4 
Na Sa a» 


But, he added, the Janata Party president, Mr Chandra Sekhar had failed to 
2t the agreement endorsed by the national executive of his party and by 
r Morarji Desai. Mr Chandra Sekhar had faiied to get the terms of the 
izreement implemented, he said. 


Mr Ray said no State unit of a national party could take a decision on its 
in another national party. Such merger could take place only 
levek, he asserted. 
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n ent of Mr Biju Patnaik that the Orissa unit of the Lok Dal (K) 
would merge in the Janata Party without waiting for the unification of the 
two parties at the national level, was not that of the party, he said. 

Pp n 


was Mr Patnaik's own decision, Mr Ray added. 


Mr Ray said that the Lok Dal (K) was in favour of unification of the Janata 
Party, the Lok Dal (K), the democratic Socialist Party, of Mr H. N. 
uguna, the Congress (S) unit of Bihar led by Mr Ram Lakshman Yadav ana 


the Janawadi Party of Mr Chandrajit Yadav and all other like-minded 
parties with "self-respect and équality". But, the Janata Party wanted 
1 tl arties to join them, he alleged. 
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"PATRIOT’ ON DENIAL OF U.S. 'BALKANIZATION' PLAN 


BKO40610 Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Jan 83 p l 


Text! On Thursday UNI issued the following news items: 

"New Delhi Jan 27 (UNI)--Mrs Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, has denied that she ever wrote a "paper on 'Balkanisation' ot 
India or any even remotely related subject." 


Mrs Kirkpatrick, in a statement made available by the American Centre here, 
said "The charge that I authored a paper on Indian 'Balkanisation' is pure and 
nalicious disinformation, a total fabrication." 


Mrs Kirkpatrick was commenting on a press report which appeared earlier this 
week. The American Centre had in a telegram drawn her attention to the story. 


"T have never written a paper on 'Balkanisation’ of India or any even remotely 
related subject,’ her statement said. 


if this is supposed to be a denial of the report published on the front page 
of PATRIOT on 25 January under the headline, ''CIA Operations in Third World-- 


U.S. Plans for India's Balkanisation," then it can be stated on good authority 
that Mrs Kirkpatrick's statement is a white lie. 


nce to prove that she not only authored the blueprint refe rred 
in TRIOT report, but also made a presentation of the broad outline 
these plans at a secret conclave. On 27 February, 1983, Mrs Kirkpatrick 

dressed in Washington a group called the "Conservative Political Accton 
Conference.’ In her statement before this group she made an elaborate pre- 
sentation of her blueprint referred to in the PATRIOT report. 


It is also a fact that the text of this statement was circulated "to all prin- 
"for limited official use." 
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‘ipal U.S. posts" abroad and was marked 
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"INDIAN EXPRESS': INDO-SOVIET TRADE IN TROUBLE 


3BX281424 Delhi INDIAN EXPRESS in English 18 Jan 83 p 6 


(Editorial: "Invigorating Indo-Soviet Trade"] 





Indo-Soviet trade is in trouble. Soviet sales have slumped thanks to 
in the world price of kerosene, diesel and crude which account for four- 
hs of total Soviet exports to India. Hence India has accumulated a sur- 
us balance of nearly Rs500 crore. The Soviet Union has now cut back sharplv 
on fresh purchases from India, and this has hit Indian exporters of cashew, 
pepper and oilcakes which have become increasingly dependent on the Soviet mar- 
ket in recent years. There has also been criticism of units in the Kandla 
export processing zone, the bulk of whom are aiming for the Soviet market. 

They import raw materials from hard currency areas but earn only rupees by 
selling their output to Russia. This last criticism is easily disposed of. 
When the Soviet Union is willing to sell oil to India for rupees, it is also 
diverting goods which could fetch hard currency. There can, therefore, be 

no objection to India selling them goods with a high foreign exchange compon- 
ent. Indeed, on balance, India is the beneficiary. 
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The problem of India's rupee surplus is more difficult to tackle. After 

reaching a plateau in the arly 1970s, Soviet sales to India skyrocketed part- 
ly because of the runaway increase in oil prices and partly due to the poli- 
tical decision to sell crude to India. Now that oil prices look like remain- 
ing slack for years ahead, Soviet exports to India will also remain slack, 
and this is turn will prevent ~he Soviet Union from buying as many and 4s 
much Indian goods as it would like to. It therefore wants to sell much nore 
>quipment to India to invigorate trade. But there are only a limited number 


eg 
of tields in which Soviet equipment is world class. Besides, the share of 
imported equipment in large projects may be no more than 20 percent of the 
total cost. This explains why equipment imports from the Soviet Union are 
under Rsl00 crore today despite a multitude of projects like the Visakhapatnam 
steel plant, the expansion of Bokaro and Bhilai, the Mathura refinery, and 
several coal projects. Equipment imports cannot impart the kind of dynamism 

to Indo-Soviet trade that oil did in the previous seven years. The only things 
India can buy in bulk are diamonds and gold. It is currently importing 

RS500 crore of diamonds and Rs50 crore of gold for conversion into jewellery 
exports. A political push will be needed to persuade the Soviets to sell] India 
these items, for which it can earn hard currency. 


CSO: 4600/1654 
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BULGARIAN PAPER INTERVIEWS RAO ON NONALIGNED SUMMIT 
AU022108 Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 1 Feb 83 ppl, 3 


{Interview with P. V. Narasimha Rao, minister of external affairs of India, 
by Boyko Angelov, RABOTNICHESKO DELO special correspondent in New Delhi, 
presumably in New Delhi, exact date of interview not given] 


‘Text] When the representative of our editorial board asked to have an inter- 
with Narasimha Rao, the minister of external affairs of India was extreme- 
ly busy: Meetings and consultations were being held in Delhi in connection 
with the preparations for the forthcoming meeting of nonaligned countries' 
State and government leaders. Nevertheless, Mr Rao was kind enough to spare 


some time for this interview and to answer a few questions. 


Question: India is justifiably enjoying great international prestige, thanks 
to its principled and consistent policy. This country is a leading force in 
the Nonaligned Movement and will host the forthcoming seventh conference of 
state and government leaders of the member-countries of this movement. Could 
you tell us something about preparations for the Delhi conference? 


Answer: Our country has participated very actively in the Nonaligned Move- 
ment since its very beginnings in 1961. We are ready to receive the numerous 
participants in the conference and are confidently looking forward to its 
implementation in the conviction that it will be successful. You know how 
we reached the decision that the nonaligned conference should take place in 
Delhi. This conference is scheduled to take place in March, we have very 
little time to prepare for it. I can only assure you that India will devote 
all its efforts to making sure that the seventh conference of the member- 
countries" state and government leaders will be successful. The draft de- 
claration which we are expected to adopt is already being prepared. (It was 
announced recently that the text of the draft declaration is ready.) Con- 
sultations for the forthcoming great event are being held in Delhi, as well 


as in the capitals of several member-states. 


Question: What about the results expected from the Delhi conferance? Will 
this forum contribute to the implementation of the Nonaligned Movement's 
aspiration to promote the expansion of the struggle for peace and security 


throughout the world? 


102 














snswer: 1 am convinced that the meeting in Delhi will substantially contri- 
ute to the consolidation of unity and solidarity within the ranks of the 
naligned countries. Under the present circumstances of a complicated inter- 
onal situation the conference will deal with global issues of our time, 


h the alleviation of tension in the world, with disarmament-- 


. 


r disarmament in particular--as well as with the future pro- 
tr a peaceful development and progress for all mankind. 





estion: Recently--in December 1982--we marked the anniversary of the estab- 
snment of diplomatic relations between the People's Republic of Bulgaria 


nd the Repudlic of India. How do you evaluate the development of coopera- 


on between our two countries? 


Answer: Relations between India and Bulgaria have developed in a positive 
manner throughout the last decade. Our cooperation has been steadily growing. 
che frequent exchange of high level visits has greatly contributed to the 
cevelopment of this process. Our two countries have identical or similar 
views on numerous international issues and continue to expand their fruitful 
economic and cultural cooperation. These are precisely the factors deter- 
mining our relations as friendly and stable. 
luestion: The progress hitherto achieved in Bulgarian-Indian cooperation is 
uraging. What do you think about the future prospects for an even 
intensified development of mutually advantageous relations? Are there 
till unutilized, opportunities for expanding these relations? 


4 





Answer: We welcome with satisfaction the hitherto achieved progress in our 
relations and we are filled with optimism as regards the even better prospects 
for the future. Cooperation between two states is a dynamic and constantly 
developing process. A regular session of the Joint Bulgarian-Indian Commit- 
for Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation was held in August 1982. 


tee 
This session mapped out some specific trends in the expansion of our further 
cooperation. In the field of trade exchange we hope that Bulgaria will in- 


ts imports of Indian industrial goods. We also rely upon our bilateral 
ts for Bulgaria's purchasing aluminum, iron ore and ore concentrates 
‘rom India. There are other, still unutilized opportunities, which still 

rave to be analyzed. I am convinced that, in the spirit of a positive and 
ascending development of our relations in the past, these relations will con- 
tinue to be intensified and further diversified. There is no limit to the 


expansion of cooperation. On the contrary--opportunities are unlimited in 


crease 1 
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NEW DELHI, Dec. 30. 

At the next round of official-level taiks in 

Beijing. Ind.a and China are expected to edge a 
lithe forward from discussion on procedures to 
an ex of views On some suodstantive 
aspects of the border probiem. 
h there has been no change in the 
Chinese stand that the package offer made by 
them provides a reasonable basis for a com 
prehensive settlement, there have been some 
indications that they are no longer averse to 
discussing any altemative proposals that India 
might have in mind for resotving the dispute. 

- But otherwise, China is not likety to come 
Out with any fresh offer at this stage to end the 
stalemate and open the way for more meaning- 
ful discussions, instead of merely going through 
the motions of another round of talks to keep 
the dialogue open even if no progress was be- 
ing made in narrowing the differences. 

Package offer much worse: As India sees 
tt. the package offer first made by Mr. Deng 
Xiaoping when the former External Affairs 
Minister, Mr. A. 8. Vajpayee. went to China in 
1979 is in many respects much worse than 
what Zhou En-Lai suggested when he came to 
Delhi in 1960. The Deng proposal for settling 
the border dispute on the basis of the existing 
line of contro! in Ladakh includes the additional 
territory occupied by China in 1962 while the 
Zhou offer was based on the earlier claim line. 

At the first round of officiai-ievel talks in 
Beijing. India made two suggestions. One was 
that. without prejudice to ther respective 
claims. the two sides should accept the Col- 
ombdo proposals, whicn calied for demilitarisa- 
tion of the territory occupied by China in 1962, 
as a starting point for substantive discussions. 
The other was that they shouid discuss simulta- 
neously, and not in any particular sequence, the 

position in ali the three sectors of the border to 
arrive at sectoral understanding, not for any 
sector-wise settiement, but incorporation in a 
comprehensive agreement as and when it 
Could be arrived at by the two sides. 


China keen on progress im talks: The 
Chinese reiected the indian offer. expecting in- 
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dia to make any alternative proposais if it nad 
any other ideas on the subject. But India felt 
that the stage had not been reached for any 
such suggestions from its side. since the two 
sides had not been abie to agree even on the 
concept of a common border before they 
could embark on substantive negotiations. 


It iS Quite possible that some progress may 
be made at the forthcoming round of talks in 
Beijing beginning on January 28, if China 
would resile a little from its stand that the 
package offer should be accepted in toto and 
not discussed piecemeal. fet aione settied 
separately in segments. There have been re- 
ports that China is keen on making some pro- 
gress in these taiks instead of keeping on restat- 
ing the respective position over and over again. 

Line of control: The six points that Zhou 
made in 1960 stressed. among other things. 
that in settling the border dispute the two 
countries should bear in mind certain geo- 
graphical principles like watershed, river 
valleys and mountain passes to agree on a 
Naturai boundary line. But the present package 
offer of China seeks to settie the dispute on the 
basis of the existing line of control which they 
describe as the traditional, customary line. 


These anomalies in the two Chinese offers 
will have to be sorted out before India and 
China can engage in any substantive di- 
scussions. The initiative for carrying forward 
the dialogue to the next stage rests with China, 
in India’s opinion. The Chinese have so far 
been avoiding meaningful exchanges on this 
basic aspect because they felt that it would in- 
volve conceding some vital negotiating points 
iN advance. 


Modest understanding: in these circums- 
tances, it would not be wise to expect anything 
more than a modest understanding at the 
forthcoming talks to take a deeper look at the 
implications of the package offer to have a 
more precise idea of what is meant by a com- 
prenensive settlement. This. in mtself, would be 
progress, indeed. in at ieast clarifying the 
scope of the discussions with a clearer concept 


of settlement. 
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BIHAR CHIEF MINISTER TALKS TO INDIAN RESIDENTS IN MOSCOW 


~ 


‘ew Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Dec 82 p 3 
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Text} Moscow, Dec 25--Indo-Soviet friendship and cooperation is not only 
ndia's national interests, but in the interest of world peace and 
ity 


Addr:ssing a meeting of the Indian residents in Moscow at the Indian 
Embassy here, Dr Mishra said India saw the importance of friendship and 
cooperation with the Soviet Union not only for itself but for global 


interests. 


14 


world without wars and tensions, and said India would certainly try to 
rally all nonaligned countries round this during the New Delhi summit next 


He made a pointed reference to both countries’ striving for peace and a 


Ma rch . 


Tracing the history of Indo-Soviet friendship, Dr Mishra said it was not 
of recent origin, and had struck deep roots in both countries. Though 
differences between the two countries did exist on perceptions of some 
international issues, India had never since its independence done anything 
that would cause harm to the Soviet Union or its prestige. 


He paid tributes to generous economic, scientific and technological assis- 
tance given by the Soviet Union to India in creating an industrial infra- 
structure, and said this had greatly facilitated India's march towards 


self-reliance. 


He drew the contrast between Soviet and Western approach to India and its 
problems by pointing out that while western specialists had predicted 
India's reliance on imports of oil, Soviet geologists had located large 
oil and gas reserves in India itself and assisted in tapping them. 


Dr Mishra also referred to the impact of the October Revolution and Soviet 
successes in national construction on India, particularly on Jawaharlal 
Nehru, and said India had drawn many lessons from Soviet experience--from 
inspiration for freedom movement to economic planning. 


He described the Soviet Union and India as symbols cf might and successes 
of two different socio-economic systems--the Soviet Union of its own 
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INDIA TO EXTEND MORE FACILITIES TO PAKISTAN PILGRIMS 

sombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Jan 83 p l 

Text] New Delhi, January 2 (UNI). 

[India has agreed to open several more shrines and other places of religious 


in 
interest throughout the country to pilgrims from Pakistan. 


An agreement in principle in this regard has been conveyed by the external 
affairs ministry to Pakistan authorities. 


Pakistan had several months ago shown its interest in permitting some of 
their "minorities" to visit some more shrines in India. During the recent 
9fficial-level talks in New Delhi last month the Pakistani side made a spe- 
cific request to India in this connection. As a gesture of goodwill the 
government of India acted urgently and favourably. 


India has told Pakistani authorities that the Hindus residing in the 
Baluchistan and Sind provinces could now visit religious places in Hardwar 


s 


ind Varanasi. 


/India has also agreed to permit the Farsis in Pakistan to come to Bombay 
while the Christian minorities could visit their religious places in Goa./ 


fin boldface} 
Pakistani authorities have also been informed that the Oadians, a sect of 
their population, could visit shrines in Gurdaspur district of Punjab. 


It is the first time since 1965 that so many shrines would be opened to 
Pakistan pilgrims. It is learnt that the Indian embassy in Islamabad 
would help expedite the process of grant of visas to the pilgrims on a 


priority basis. 


India and Pakistan had signed a protocol on shrines in 1974 under which both 
the countries had agreed that Sikh pilgrims from India would be permitted 

te go to Pakistan four times a year in organised groups. It was also 

agreed that in the reverse direction, Pakistani pilgrims would be permitted 
to come to India six times a year in groups to places like Nizamuddin and 
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LONGOWAL REJECTS SUGGESTION TO SPLIT CHANDIGARH 
Calcucta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Jan 83 p l 


Text] Amritsar, Jan. 2.--The Akali Dal president, Sant Harchand Singh 
Longowal, today turned down as "ridiculous" the suggestion to bifurcate 
Chandigarh in 60 : 40 ratio to solve the Punjab problem, reports PTI. 


Commenting on the statement of the Punjab Pradesh Congress(I1) president, 
3} Sharma, the Sant said: "It is a very irresponsible statement 


"Even the Punjab Chief Minister, Mr Darbara Singh, will not approve of 
this", he told reporters. 


Sant Longowal repeated his demand for demarcation of Punjab boundaries on 
the basis of the Sachar formula evolved by the Congress Government in 1949. 


On the language issue, he said since Punjab was created on a "language 
basis", the people opposed to Punjabi being taught cannot be termed on 
Punjabis. "Hindi cannot be the State language”, he said while commenting 
on the statement of Mr Virendra, a prominent Hindu leader of Punjab. 


The desirability of resumption of talks with the Centre is understood to 
have been discussed by Sant Longwal and senior Akali leaders at a closed- 


door meeting here today. 


The meeting, attended among others, by Mr Prakash Singh Badal, Mr G. S. 

Tohra, Mr Jagdev Singh Talwandi and Mr Balwant Singh, was called by the 

Sant after reportedly receiving an invitation from the Home Minister, Mr 
P. C. Sethi, for resumption of talks on their demands. 


While reliable Akali sources spoke of such an invitation the Sant withheld 
confirmation when approached by reporters. 


The Prime Minister's emissary, Mr Swaran Singh who had met the Punjab 
Governor, Mr Chenna Reddy; the president of the Punjab Pradesh Congress 
Committee, Mr Hansraj Sharma; and some Akali leaders, in Chandigarh has 
returned to Delhi and is likely to call on the Prime Minister after her 
election campaigns in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
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PRESS COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS SENT TO MINISTRY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Jan 83 ppl, 7 


‘Text ] The Press Council of India has called for the codification of the 
privileges of Parliament and Legislatures in the interest of the freedom 
f press, reports PTI. 

[t has r mmendea the setting up of a joint Parliamentary committee for 


ec Omm 


ication of the privileges of Parliament in which the press should 


if 
be associated. 
i of the law of Parliamentary privileges ought to be such 
t fetter or discourage the free expression of opinion or 
ouncil said. 


© 
ae) 


The Council's recommendations on Parliamentary privileges and freedom of 
the press finalised at its meeting in the capital on 28 December are being 
forwarded to the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. 


The recommendations followed a study undertaken by the Council in collabora- 
tion with the Indian Law Institute. 


uncil said in a press release in the Capital on Sunday that it has 
sn into consideration the recommendations made by the second Press Conm- 
mission as also those made by the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
which were vetted in 1977 by a Committee of Privileges. 


Some of the important recommendations are: 


~ 


l. desirability and, indeed the necessity of the Legislatures not 
expanding its existing privileges. 


The administration of the law of Parliamentary privileges ought to be 


such that it does not fetter or discourage the free expression of opinion 


or criticism. 


he penal jurisdiction of the House ougnt to be exercised sparingly 
and only when the House is satisfied that it is essential to do so for 
protection against improper obstruction or interference with the perfor- 
mance of the functions of the House, its members and its officers. 


Wa 














4. It should be open to the House in deciding whether or not a contempt 

s been committed to take into account an honest and reasonable plea on 
the truth of the allegations provided they have been made after full 
investigation and in the honest and reasonable belief that it was in public 


rest tO Make them. 
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ure ought to take a liberal view of the press publishing 
edings as no satisfactory mode of indicating that certain 
proceedings have been expunged exists. 


7 Wholesale non-recording of the proceedings ought not to be ordered by 
the presiding officers because the citizen in a Parliamentary democracy 

s the right to be informed of the views and conduct of his representa- 
tives in the Legislature. 
8. The person against whom a complaint of breach of privilege has been 


Should be entitled as a matter of right to attend the proceedings of the 
rivileges committee, to be represented by a lawyer, and to call witnesses. 
(b) There should be access to documents or evidence presented before a 
after a report has been laid before Legislature 
es that would not be in public interest. 


- The Council re-iterates that the privileges of the Parliament and the 
egislatures should be codified in the interest of the freedom of the 
press which has been found essential by the second Press Commission also. 


LO A joint Parliamentary committee should be set up for the codification 
sf the privile f Parliament and the press should be associated in 


€ 1 
this exercise in such manner the committee may think fit. 
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TIRUPATI, Jan. 3. 

The Prime Minister, Mrs. indira Gandhi. to- 
day Outlined an 11-point technology policy 
Statement which seeks to attain ical 
competence and self-reliance to 
vuinerability, particularly in strategic and 
critical areas, making the maximum use of in- 
Gigenous resources. 

inaugurating the 70th session of the indian 
Science Congress, the Prime Méinister said 


based on our own culture and personality, she 
said. 

The statement underlined the premise that 
for a country of India’s size and endowments 
self-reliance was inescapable and that the use 
and development of technology must relate to 
the people's needs and aspirations. At the 
same time. it was vital to take advantage of 
advances elsewhere to conserve the country's 
resources and time as weil as to aid the ex- 
pansion and diversification of Indian technol- 
ogy. : 

Nearly 5.000 scientists from india and 
abroad are attending the week-long congress 
hosted ‘by the Sri Venkateswara University. 


Underlining the need to mesh scientific 
capabilities more closely with tne Country s ma- 
jor developmental efforts. Mrs. Gandhi said: 
“We have a long way to go to secure for the 
peopie all the benefits that can accrue from the 
acquisition a no ctag h of ae 
knowledge. sector of economic 
must have cour scientific underpinning. The 
scientific infrastructure already built must serve 
the priority areas of national investment but 
increasing — compiexity in industry 
and agriculture cails for hardheaded assess- 
ments of technological costs and opportunities 
no less than the social, economic and political 
factors” 


The technology policy statement, Mrs. 
Gandhi said, aimed at providing the maximum 
gainful and satisfying employment to aii strata 
of society with emphasis on the employment of 
women and the weaker sections. It emphasised 
the use of traditional skills and capabilities, mak- 
ing them commercially competitive and ensur- 
ing the correct mix between mass production 
technologies and production by the masses. 

The endeavour would be to identify ob- 
solescence of technology in use of. and 
arrange for modemisation of. both equipment 
and technology. Also. efforts would be made to 
ensure maximum development with minimum 
capital outlay and to develop technologies 
which were internationally competitive. particu- 
larty those with export potential. 


The policy as outlined by the Prime 
Minister sought to improve production speedily 
*hrough greater efficiency and fuller utilisation 
of existing capabilities and enhance quality and 
reliability of performance and output. 

ft also aimed at reducing demands on 
energy. particularily energy from non-renewabie 
sources; ensuring harmony with the environ- 
ment: preserving the ecological balance: 
improving the quality of habitat: recycli 
waste material and making full utilisation a 
byproducts. 

Special emphasis would be laid on food. 
health, energy and industry. in particular stress 
wouid be laid on agriculture, including dryland 
farming: optimum use of water resources:, in- 
creased production of pulses and oilseeds: pro- 
vision of drinking water in rural areas: 
improvement of nutrition; rapid reduction in the 
incidence of blindness; eradication of the major 
Communicable diseases such as leprosy and 
tuberculosis and iow-cost housing. 

The Prime Minister preferred her 20 
minute speech with an expression of disappo- 
intment that “our scientists have not been 
sufficiently enthused to work for the needs of 
the average people, especially the poor who 


must earn their pittance through avoidable 
Grudgery. 




















Migenousty would dey the acmevement of 
Gevelopment targets 

The Government may. from tme to time 
dentify areus of high MevoNal priority in re- 
spect Of which procedures wOuk! be simoprfied 
further to ensure the timely acqursition of the 
required technology. There will be a firm 


adequate investment in research and ceveop- 
ment to which import of technology will De ex- 


Lon will be given to the choice and sources of 
technology. alternative means of acquiring t+ 
tS role in meeting major fet needs. selection 
and rerevance of the products. costs and re 
ated oorditons. A nations! regrster on foreign 
collaboration will de developed to provide 
analytical inputs at various Stages of technoi- 


Ogy acquisition 

Assessment = mechensem: = Technology 
assessment systems will be reviewed anc an 
assessment mechamsm consisting of compe- 
tant groups will render advice in ati cases of 
technongy m™mport relating tO Mighty sophnrst 
cated technology, large nvestments and ne 
honal security. Aspects of emproyment. 
efficiency and environment will be keot in mew 

Stressinx) the need for keeping the nationa’ 

Dnority constantly in view and for perspective 
Dianning, the policy statement says. “The time 
scales mvoived in the generation of technology 
ae long. even with imported etements 
Therefore, relevant techmotog:es in all areas of 
priority. particularly where ape mvestments 
are to be made. should be clearly identified 
well in advance. The cost and time eement 
should be cteafly invotved im the import of 
technology and indigenous Geveropment will 
be given Consideration. 

Components which can be assigned to the 
Various insututions capabre of developing them 
or whch can be burlt up for such activitres will 
pe identfred The Ministries concemed with 
arge mvestments anc production activites m 
areas such as food, health and energy will be 
provided with asporopriate tecmmical support 
— Sutadly structured scence and 

echnoiogy groups 

Richest endowment Stressrng 
resources constitute india s “chest i 
the statement Says that conditions will be 
craated for the fullest expression and utilisation 
of scientific talent. Measures will be taken for 


that human 


the identification and ditusion of technorogies 
that can progressive'y reduce the neidence of 
poverty and ur.ampioyment and of regrona: ine- 
quai tes 

Use of scrence anc technoiogy for the 
moprovement of the standard of living of those 
engaged if traomona!l activites wil De pro 
moted. particuiarty Nousenon technologies 
Technologies reievant to the cottage. village 
and small industnes sector will be upgraded. in 
the Gecentra ised sector @D0ur Must De divers: 
hed and aii steps taken to reduce drudcery. in 


afi sectors, the potential mpact on emproymert 
will be an important crterion in te Chosoe of 


The teat SUPPOT wr! De given to the 


Geveropment of indigenous tecnnotogy to 
achieve tecnnoiogica: selt-reiiance and reduce 
Gepenence on foreign nouts. particularly in 
paar and vuinerabie areas and in hgh vaiue 

hems m which the domestic dase ‘Ss 


i Must a@waxen our scence anc 


tecnnorogy to the exciting challenges of our 
times. provide incentives to inventors and 
airect ther efforts to areas of special ™ 
portance. The system of rewards and incen 
tives will De strengthened for inventions. inno 
tons and tecnnotog:icai oreakthroughs sie 
their utilisation. The fullest Opportunity will be 
provided to make use of inventions 
Preventing obsolescence: As for upgraca- 
hon of tecnnoiogy to prevent obsolescence 
the statement says a strong central group*wiil 
be constituted to undertake technology 
forecast. and technology assessment studies 
and it wil, among other things, draw up pro- 
grammes “of purposeful research. Arrange 
ments will Be made to provide high-level scien- 
ific advice in major sectors of the economy 
Where big investments are involved or a large 
volume oF production is envisaged. t will pe 
iNMCuMbENt on the Ministry or agency con- 
cerned to provide a technology forecast of *s 


requirements over a 10-year or longer period 
and evoive a strategy for development parser 
ON priorities 


Since the country has invested a fortune 
setting up research and development faci'ities 
as well as design consultancy and engineering 
capabilities, tne tecnnoiogical potential nnerent 
n this system of interlinked capabilities must be 
fully utitsed and in turn provide a filiip to 
turtner development from within the system 
incentives will, therefore be provided [to users 
Of indigenous'y developed technoiogy and for 
products and processes resu ting in such use 

Support to indigenous products: in vew of 
the cost of tecnnoiogy deveiooment and the 
time required for successful marketing of a new 
Or iMproved proauct. indigenously developed 
tems are invariaDly at 2 cisadvantage Com- 
peared with imported products or those based 
on imported tecnnoiogies and brand names. 
Support must. therefore. be provided through 
fiscal and other measures. for a limited period. 











CSO: 





tO products Made through indigenously de- 
veloped technologies, care being taKen to 
ensure Quality. 


Suttadbie financial mechanisms wil be 


veioped laboratories. Linkages 
scientific © technological institutions and 
development banks will be strengthened. 

Gaps in tecnnology will be identified and 
corrective measures taken with adequate 
funds Fisca! incentives will be provided in 
particular to promote inventions, increase a 

of indi t ; 
saenta hee fe D in industry and ef- 
forts directed at absorbing and adapting to im- 

t noiogy. 

Pte ake commitment to ensure ade- 
quate investment in R ana D for the absorption. 
adaptation and wherever possibie 
improvement and generation of new technoi- 
ogy. making fuller use of overall national 
capabilities. Only thus can seff-refiance be 


4600/1544 


ensured and a technoogy generation process 
estabiisned firmty Appropnate mechanisms 
will be evolved at the stage of tecnnology 
assessment to ensure the absorption of im- 
ported technology. 


anging. complex set of mterreiated 
areas. “Keeping mM Mind the caprtal scarcity of 


CONtinuINg iNCrease in tne wel-peing of ai! sec- 
trons of the peopie. Our task s gigantic anc 
caiis for ciose coorcinstion between the 
Gepartments of the Centre and tne States and 
ai80 Of those concerned at ari levels with any 
sector of economic. screntfic oF tecnnoiogica’ 
activtly and. not the ‘east. tne uNncerstanding 
and invavement of the entire indian peopie 
We ic0k particuiarty to young peopie to onNng 
@ scientific attitude of mind to bear on ai! our 
probiems.” 
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PRESS REPORTS REACTION TO ULYANOVSKIY ARTICLE ON INDIA 


CPI Statement Text 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Dec 82 p 7 


[Text] Extracts from an article by Soviet academician Prof Rostislav 
Viianovsky on current Indian situation which appeared in the Soviet journal 
ASIA AND AFRICA TODAY have been given wide publicity in a section of the 
indian press. Two journals even printed the article in full. 


The imperialist press shouts hoarse that there is no freedom of expression 
in the Soviet Union. But the fact of the matter is that the Soviet acade- 
micians express their personal opinions freely on various issues through 
their articles and publi utions. Sometimes they even contradict each 

other and express views which do not always reflect the opinion of the CPSU 
leadership. Prof Ulianovsky's article is one example of this. It goes 
without saying that our party does not agree with Prof Ulianovsky in his 
assessment and conclusion on the current Indian situation as expressed in 


his article. 


a well-known fact that the Soviet Union is in the forefront of the 


It is 
Struggle for world peace, democracy, independence and socialism. It strives 
to unite all peace loving forces in the world irrespective of political 


opinions in order to isolate the imperialist war-mongers and save the 
humanity from the nuclear catastrophe. Since our country is wedded to 
peace and anti-imverialism the Soviet Union has developed close friendly 
relations with India and has been giving massive political and economic 
assistance which has helped our country's self-reliance in a big way. The 
CPI fully supports this policy. Since our Prime Minister Indira Gandhi is 
broadly pursuing our country's progressive foreign policy, the Soviet 
leadership respects her. But they do not interfere in the internal 
atfairs of other countries and political parties. 


Our party has close fraternal relations with the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union on the basis of the common ideology of Marxism-Leninism and 
proletarian internationalism. We have high respects for the leadership of 
the CPSU. The periodical conferences of Communist parties take place in 
which common understanding is arrived at on the crucial problems of the 
international communist movement. But there is no international communist 
guiding centre as in the days of the Communist International. 





116 














Our party, as every other communist party, chalks out its own political 
»olicy, applying the principles of Marxism-Leninsim and proletarian inter- 
nationalism to the concrete situation of our country. We -ant to reiterate 
that our party stands by the political line laid down at the 12th Party 
Congress held at Varanasiin April 1982. 


Ulyanovskiy Views Endorsed 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 29 Dec 82 p l 


Text] Soviet academician Prof R Ulyanovsky's views on the Indian National 
Congress and Mrs Indira Gandhi will find greater acceptance with the CPI 
"on sober reflection after the elections," according to former MP D P 


Singh. 


statement fully endorsing Prof Ulyanovsky's critical assessment of the 


In a 
Congress and high evaluation of Mrs Gandhi, Mr Singh on Tuesday called upon 
the CPI to realise that in the current situation it was necessary to have 


the Congress--led by Mrs Gandhi as its ally since "CPI-CPM unity is cer- 
tainly not enough to solve the national problems." 


Mr Singh, who was in-charge of Foreign Affairs in the Congress in the pact, 
aid he and many more like him in the Congress expected the CPI leaders to 
l support to the assessment of Prof Ulyanovsky to strengthen the 
all democratic, patriotic and progressive forces. 


He was unable to understand how "eminent leaders of the CPI can reject 

the weighty opinion of the Soviet scholar when he underlines the need of 
liquidation of division between the Left forces and forces of social progress 
to avert the dangers of a rightist alternative replacing the Congress-I 


Government led by Mrs Gandhi." 


In Mr Singh's opinion, "temporary expedients and electoral compulsions" 
forced the CPI Secretariat to assert their ‘independence’ where it was not 


at all necessary. 


Text of Singh Statement 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 29 Dec 82 p 9 
Mr R Ulvanovsky's critical assessment of the Indian National Congress 
and his high appreciation of the role of Mrs Indira Gandhi as Prime Minis- 
ter of India carrying forward the traditions of Mahatma Gandhi and 

Jawaharlal Nehru merits high praise by every patriot. The Communist Party 

of India is a patriotic party. I fail to see how eminent leaders of the 
Communist Party of India can reject the weighty opinion of Mr Ulyanovsky 

when he underlines the need of liquidation of division between the left 
forces and the forces of social progress to avert the dangers of a rightist 
alternative replacing the Congress-I Government led by Mrs Gandhi. 
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So far as I know the Communist Party of India stands for wholehearted 


Support to Mrs Gandhi's foreign policy, powerful support to the forthcoming 











with its Soviet friends. And even if it pursues a line which 
may be somewhat different from the one recommended by 
Moscow, it does not flaunt its independence which it has 
done this time. For the siatement has gone so far as to say 
that while ‘‘we have high respect for the leadership of ihe 
CPSU”, there is today “‘no international guiding centre as 
in the days of the Communist International.” Thus 
in piain words the secretariat has said that it is 
not bound by Soviet advice. It need not have treated 
Mr. Ulianvosky as a spokesman of the Soviet leader- 
ship. But apparently the Rajeswara Rao group in 
the CPI has decided to do so in order to put it beyond 
doubt that it will adhere to the present party line to oppose 
Mrs. Gandhi’s domestic policies even in the face of Soviet 
pressure to the contrary. It is no secret that a sizeable sec- 
tion in the CPI has been unhappy with the present policy, 
that this group has kept up the pressure in favour of a pro- 
Congress (i) stance even after its leader, Mr. S. A. Dange, 
was expelled, and that it has been greatly encouraged by 
the support it has received in recent months from Soviet 
sources, Mr. Ulianvosky being only one of them. The 
Rajeswara Rao faction has clearly found it necessary to 
meet this challenge headlong. _ 

The statement will, however, not end the debate in the 
CPI. For the debate reflects the dilemma facing the party. 
On the one hand, it does not trust Mrs. Gandhi in view of 
the manner in which she used the emergency beiween June 
1975 and March 1977 and of her government's current 
economic policy and, on the other, it would not wish to 
annoy her too much lest she moves closer to the United 
States. Similarly, while its own survival demands that it 
maintains its overall alliance with the CPM, the country’s 
main communist party, its concern for protecting and pro- 
moting Soviet interests in India calls for remaining on the 
right side of the Prime Minister. The party leadership 1s 
thus split between those who give primacy to the party’s 
survival and those who allot top priority to the cause of 
Indo-Soviet friendship. This division is not likely to end. 
Indeed, it is difficult to believe that the Soviets do not appre- 
ciate the compulsions behind Mr. Rajeswara Rao’s stance 
and would be pushing him hard in behind-the-scene 
discussions. Since Mrs. Gandhi raised the issue during her 
recent visit to Moscow clearly wiih the intention of com- 
pelling the Soviet leadership to use its influence with the 
CPI to make it support her, it caniict be ruled out that Mr. 
Ulianvosky’s article was intended mainly to convince her 
that Moscow has done all it could. 





Editorial: ‘Reappraisal for CPI' 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 3 Jan 83 p 8 


iText] Nor many will be convinced standing State leader of Asia” the CPI has asserted that So- 
by ihe CPI central secreta- and called upon leftist parties viet academicians are in the 
riat’s explanation that Mr R. in India to unite with the jjabit of expressing views 
A. Ulyanovsky, said to be an “force of social progress” to which do not necessarily re- 
adviser to the Soviet Commu- fight “rightwing reactionary present those of the Soviet 
nist Party on Indian affairs, elements” opposed to the Communist Party and mav 
was mefely expressing his Congress (I). Claiming that sometimes even contradict oc 
own opinion when he describ- “there is no international another Though others have 
ed Mrs Gandhi as “an out- Communist guiding centre’. foung little evidence of such 
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-aligned summit in New Delhi when India under Mrs Gandhi's leadership 

is going to play a crucial role in shaping world history of equal relations 
between nations. Who can deny the positive role played by CPI leaders in 
tne past against the separatist forces in Andhra and I have personal 
cnowledge of the forthright stand against the separatist forces in Assam 
ind Punjab and against all communal forces. 
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No assessment of international situation by our friends in the Soviet Union 
or the leaders of the CPI can be complete without underlining the need to 


mobilise 700 million people of India for defeating all conspiracies of 
reaction. 


‘<ternal and internal 
So tar as I can see Mr Ulyanovsky has underlined a positive course of 
action to revive Pandit Nehru's socialist orientation in Congress poli- 
cies to preserve the anti-imperialist traditions of Congress. 


7 


‘rs Gandhi's recent speeches in the election campaigns are proof enough 
that Congress is committed to social and economic transformation for pro- 


viding a better life for the down-trodden and weaker section. One can 
inderstand the CPI as an independent party asserting its rights to criti- 
cise us as Congressmen where in social and economic policies we do not 
find it possible to meet their demands. That is the very essence of 
democracy. Mr Ulyanovsky has not hesitated to point out the need of 

the movement of various sections of the people for achieving the goals of 
the freedom struggle. 


I and many more like me in the Congress expected a full throated support 
for the wise assessment of Mr Ulyanovsky from the CPI leaders to strengthen 
the unity of all democratic, patriotic and progressive forces in the coun- 


try. 


believe, temporary expedients and electoral compulsions have persuaded 
the CPI secretariat to assert their "independence" against the CPSU where 
it was not at all necessary. CPI's relations with Indian National Con- 
‘ress are a part of history. How long can CPI remain away from the main- 
stream? CPI-CPM unity is certainly not enough to solve the national 
problems. Who can be their ally in the great endeavour except the Con- 
zress led by Mrs Indira Gandhi? I appeal to the wise leaders of the CPI 
not to miss the obvious. Mr N T Rama Rao can't be the future of Andhra, 
otherwise he would have been found in better company. I have no doubt the 
wise views of Ulyanovsky will find greater acceptance on sober reflection 


after the elections. 
Editorial: ‘Unusual CPI Move' 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Dec 82 p 8 


[Text ] The CPI secretariat headed by Mr. Rajeswara Rao has 
done something quite unusual. It has issued a public state- 
ment rejeciiag the advice offered by a leading Sovict expert 
on India, Mr. Ulianvosky, that it should support the Con- 
gress (1). This step is unusual on two counts. CPI leader- 
ship does not, as a Tule, engage in public controversies 
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academic independence. the 
CP] leadership has for the mo- 
ment chosen to disagree with 
Mr Ulvyanovsky’s assessment 
and conclusion Ths mav ge- 
nerate another’ inner->artv 
eontroversv since Manv mem 
“ers are like’y to see the sup- 
sosetly academic formulation 
as an indirect expression of 
Moscow's Officia] views. Their 


belier may have been 
strengthened by the External 


Affairs Minister’s recent re- 
mark that the Soviet Union 


had asked the CPI to support 
Mrs Gandhi, an observation 
that coincided with the pwhli- 
cation of Mr Ulvanovsky’s ar- 


ticle and followed Mrs 
Gandhi’s revorted complaint 


to the Soviet leaders about the 


-ttitude of the leftist parties’ 


in India. 

That the CP! teadershin 
should stil’ disregard such In- 
dieat ons and reassert its right 
to “cha'k out its own nQ'itica! 
-o'icy” sugrects an inde-en- 
de-eep of sn rit not much in 
eviderce in the vast. A rew 
assert veness was promoted 
by the humiliating isolation 
the party experienced bet- 
ween 1970 and 1977 when 


it aligned itself with Mrs 
Gandhi's partv apparentiv 
00/1529 


in unquestioning deterence to 
the dictates of its mentors in 
Moscow. But the CPI has clear- 
ly not found it easy to change 
its line; not only hag it split 
with the staunch proMrs 
Gandhi elements ied by Mr 
Dange forming a new party, 
but there still remains in its 
Own Tanks a sizeable group 
whose views afe not entirely 
different from Mr Dange’s. 
This group, reportedly com- 
prising about a fourth of the 
National Counci] membership, 
will undoubtedly be encourae- 
ed by Mr Ulyanovsky’s articie 
and try ever harder to mobilize 
wider support for its line. Mr 
Rajeshwara Rao and his fol- 
lowers have argued more than 
Once that the Soviet leaders 
do not interfere with the poli- 
cles of “fraternal” Communist 
parties, but they will now find 
it more difficult to persuade 
all party members. 


Mr Rao’s efforts te make the 
party accept the CPI(M)’s line 
of occasional cooperation with 
the BJP has already met 


with considerable res stance. 
Though the National Council! 
endorsed several instances of 


aboration wth the BJP in 
ley +) or rn e ‘ -~Tr ~\? 
uly, there has been an atrunt 
hange of policy, significantly 
soon after Mrs Gandhi's visit 
to the Soviet Union, Mr Kao 
Was crilicized in the party for 


his failure to attend Mr 
Brezhnev’s funera] and for 


initially supporting the Teluzu 
Desam. Evidence of some coin- 
promise on his part cannot 
have strengthened his position 
In a continuing policy debate. 
He Nas again asserted his in- 
dependence over the Ulyanov- 
sky articite, but he may be ob- 
liged to give in if all doubts 
are removed about Moscow's 
preference and pressure. jt 
will then te a ques- 
tion of not m2re'y re-on- 
sicering tre CPi's_ relation 
shi) with Moscow but of reczs- 
sessing its ovtio Ss and pros- 
nects in India But will the 
Russ ans push it to this point? 
Tueir own ca'cuat.ons may 
argue for some caution. They 
are unlikely to view the Cong- 
ress (I) as a stable force even 
in the long run; nor can_ they 
be interested in alienating the 
CPI (M) which has jately mov- 
ed much closer to their line 
than betore. 
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ANALYST ON OFFICIAL VISITS TO KARACHI, KABUL, TEHRAN 


Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Jan 83 p 1 


[Article by G. 
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K. Reddy] 


NEW DELHI. Jan. 1 

The Secretary in the External Affairs Ministry. 
Mr K. Natwar Singh. who will be visiting Islamabad 
from January 17 to 19 for talks on the non-aligned 
summit declarations, will utilise the Opportunrty to tie 
up the loose ends of the Indo-Pak. accord on the 
establishment of a joint commission by settling the 
specific roles of the three subcommissions before the 
Foreign Ministers of the two countries sign the agree- 
ment. 


Trough the next round of the official level talks 
on thetwo drafts of a no-war agreement and treaty of 
friendship are not‘likely to be held for Some months, 
Mr. Natwar Singh will have informal exchanges on the 
subject with the Pakistan.Foreign Secretary, Mr. Niaz 
Naik, to assess whether it it possible at all to resalve 
the basic differences on the very concept of a non-ag- 
gression pact. 


Differences persist 
At the recent discussions in Delhi, the two sides 
did not have much time to get down to the fundamen- 
tals of this complex issue other than having a cursory 
discussion, more to keep up the appearance that the 
two drafts were being considered simulta tron as 
reed upon by Mrs. Indira Gandhi and General Zia 
Ut Haq at their mini-summit in Delhi. But otherwise 
there was no progress at all in narrowing the dif- 
ferences on the twin propasitions of settling ali di- 
sputes bilateraliy without outside interference and not 
offering any military bases or other facilities to third 
Countries On any pretext. 
An effort is now being made to probe the 


Pakistani mind a little deeper to get a clear idea ot 
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how far Islamabad was prepared to go in evolving a 
mutually acceptable no-war concept. It is necessary 
to have this information to determine in advance how 
Mrs. Gandhi should respond if Gen. Zia tries to spring 
a surprise when he meets her again at the time of the 
non-aligned summit, as he did by accepting the joint 
poo iSS1ON proposal during his recent stopover in 
ni. 

Important consultations 

Mr. Natwar Singh will be visiting Kabul and 

Teheran later for talks with the Afghan and iranian 

mts as part of the pre-summit consultations 
that india is having with the leading member countries 
of the non-alig movement. But the taiks in Kabul 
are considered quite important because of the possi- 
ble moves that the Babrak Karmal regime or the Sov- 
ret itself might make on the eve of the 
summit to hoid out the prospect of a reasonabie 
settlement over Afghanistan. 

The talks in Teheran will be no less important 
since india is keen on dissuading Iran from creating 
any difficulties at the summit over the promise already 
made to Iraq to have the next one in Baghdad in 
1986. The Indian view is that Iran should have no valid 
objection to making this commitment about the venue 
of the next summit. since it could not reasonably ex- 
pect the present war to drag on till then. 

As a host to the forthcoming summit, india wouid 
like to do everything possible to bring Iran and Iraq to 
the negotiating table to settle the conflict with the 
good offices of the non-aligned States. And as a 
member of the five-nation non-aligned peace group 
that has been entrusted with this task. India wants to 
keep exploring all possibilities of an early settlement. 
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YRESIDENT SINGH OPENS DELHI PUNJABI CONVENTION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Dec 82 p l 

[Text] President Zail Singh on Saturday called upon the Punjabis to 
inculcate and respect their own and other cultures in India as well as 
throughout the world. 


Inaugurating the all world Punjabi Convention in the Capital, the Presi- 
dent reminded the Punjabis that respect for other cultures alone would win 


‘ 
ahi 


them respect, while urging them not to confine their culture into narrow 


straits. 


The President, speaking in Punjabi, said that the Constitution gave equal 
rights to every citizen so that they could live and work wherever they 
wanted. He urged Punjabis to inter-mingle with the people of the area 
they lived in and imbibe their culture without however forgetting their 


own language and traditions. 


Mr Zail Singh said that there had been no discrimination against Punjabis 
who came to India and settled in various parts of the country leading to 
Bengali Punjabis, Delhi Punjabis and UP Punjabis. 


Punjabis, he said, had distinguished themselves in every field both in 
India and abroad. In a lighter vein he said that if any Indian would go to 


the moon he will be a Punjabi. 


The President was sarcastic about everybody speaking in English while 
declaring open the two-day convention. 


The President said those who had no respect for their own language could 
not expect any respect from others. He called upon the Punjabis to 

respect others’ languages and at the same time create a Punjabi spirit 
irrespective of the religion professed--Sikhism, Hinduism, Islam or 
Christianity. 

Mr Zail Singh took pride in pointing out that Hindi was not the language of 
Hindus but of India and Urdu was not of the Muslims, but the Punjabi could 
be truely described a language of Sikhs. 
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>onferred Shriromani awards to 1/7 Punjabis for their out- 


ee ey oe 
esidaent con! 


ribution to promote their culture. 


ie awardees include Mr Mohammad Yunus, chairman of the Trade Fair Author- 
ity; film star Dharmendra; Mrs Kiran Bedi, deputy commissioner of police 
‘craffic); Mr V P L 


Luthra, pioneer in indigenous television manufacturing; 
‘r Tetwant Singh, well-known builder; Mr M K Vig, noted banker and Mrs 
Modi, wife of late Gujar Mal Modi. 
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Mr Bhagat Puran Singh of Amritsar was declared Sikh of the year. 
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The annual awards are given by the Institute of Sikh Studies to focus att 
tion on the achievements of Punjabis in diverse fields and to inspire the 
younger generation. 
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INDUSTRIALIST CALLS FOR STEPS TO RESTORE CONFIDENCE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Dec 82 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, December 29 (PTI). 


The vice-president of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
industry (FICCI), Mr. Ashok Jain, has called for immmediate steps to 
restore confidence in industry which suffered severely from power cuts, low 
demand and a tight money policy combined with high interest rates in 1982. 


Unless corrective measures are taken to revive demand and conducive con- 
ditions are created to enlarge supply, the new year would go the same way 
as the old, Mr. Jain feared. 


In an interview to PTI, the well-known industrialist said the industrial 
growth rate in the first six months (April-September) of 1982 was only 
4.1 per cent compared with 11.35 per cent in the corresponding period the 
previous year. 


Though a number of factors were responsible for this tardy performance, 
power supply, however, remained the major irritant. Though power generation 
had increased in general, the gap between demand and supply widened 
resulting in power cuts ranging from 50 to 75 per cent. Bihar, Rajasthan 
and Tamil Nadu were the worst affected and very often the authorities 
resorted to unannounced power shutdowns, seriously upsetting the production 
schedule of many industries. 


For a large part of the year, industry came under a very severe credit 
squeeze which not only hindered with the production process but also 
affected distribution and depressed demand. The industries that were 
affected included textiles, refrigerator, jute, tractors, paper. 


According to Mr. Jain, though in late 1982, the government liberalised the 
availability of credit, industry is yet to recover from the earlier shock. 
He said the cost of money continued to be very high mainly due to high 

interest rates and there was an urgent need to redraft the policy at least 


in this area. 
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n view of this background, Mr. Jain felt, some initiatives would have to 
92 taxen if 1983 was to see higher industrial growth rate. As it was, the 
c<harit outlook was reported to be bleak and this would certainly affect 
the demand. The FICCI vice-president had, therefore, prescribed a two- 

ronzed attack which would revive demand and increase supply to sustain 
ligh er growth rate. 

n the demand side, Mr. Jain suggested that the excise duty could be 
reduced on a selective basis in industries like sugar, jute, textiles, 
paper, domestic appliances, tyres. Besides, the government should also 


troduce a system of consumer credit like "buy now, pay later" with eithe 
the financial institutions or specialised companies themselves undertakin 
job of t. He said there was no reason why the hite purchase 


ob of i 
scheme could not tunction here as successfully as elsewhere. 


tne supply side, Mr. Jain said, the main prerequisite was new invest- 
ent wnich was also essential for sustaining higher growth. However, if 


wer cuts were to have their way, then even the initiative for new invest- 


ment would be lost, he said. 


According to Mr. Jain, the interest factor was common to both the sides. 
Nowhere in the world was the interest rate so high as in India. Normally 
the interest rates were not much above the prevailing inflation rate. 


However, in this country the rate of interest was three to four times 


mO re . 


wnile the banks gave lower interest rate to the depositors, they, in turn, 
cnarged comparatively higher interest rates for borrowers. This killed 
the initiative for new investments. Thus it : as of paramount importance 
that the interest rates were reduced immediately to stimulate demand and 
also promote investments. 


in this context, Mr. Jain suggested that the government should abolish the 
seven per cent tax on bank interest. Further, the ceiling interest rate 
should also be brought down from the present 19.5 per cent to 16 per cent. 


Besides, the corporate tax should also be cut to a maximum of 50 per cent. 
These measures, he felt, would assist in substantially raising the internal 
cesource generation of companies. There could be a similar scaling down of 
personal income tax with the minimum being cut to 15 per cent from the 
existing 33 per cent and the maximum limited to 50 per cent. The system 

of surtax should also be abolished as it was a tax on efficiency, Mr. 


Jain said. 
Too Meagre 


Talking about depreciation, Mr. Jain said, the current provisions were too 
meagre as the present day cost of equipment was five to ten times more than 
the original price. This was one single factor which rendered Indian 


technology uncompetitive. 
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n this connection, he sald, while financial institutions were Wliiingcto 





lend for modernisation and replacement, many companies simply did not have 
the capacity to sustain these loans because of hizh interest rates and 

21so the requirement that they should bear 20 per cent of the total expendi- 
ture on such counts. Mr. Jain, therefore, advocated that free or 100 per 


cent depreciation should be allowed. 


The industrialist referred to sugar and jute industries where sickness 
lv b m but many units were n the verge of bankruptcy. 


Practically all the jute mills had wiped out their capital reserves and 


this was spreading to sugar industry also. 

Ord output, the cash reserves of many sugar units had come 
in. However, the large releases of free s: 

he gap between levy and non-levy price. 
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r, Mr. Jain said, many state governments fixed unrealistic price for 


urtne 

sugarcane which was much above the statutory minimum. As a result of all 
tcnese factors, the sugar industry was finding it difficult to pay for the 
evy sugar through the sale of free sale sugar. He suggested that the 


minimum cane price should be raised to Rs. 15 a quintal and the levy price 
de also increased. Besides, the government should also enhance the buffer 
stock to 15 lakh tonnes as a long-term policy instead of going in for 
noLlece-meal measures 


Replying to a question on the investment climate, he said, much would 
depend on factors like industrial relations, availability of finance, 
nfrastructure. Making a pointed reference to the buoyancy in capital 
marxet in 1982, Mr Jain said, it was largely due to FERA and other blue 


1ip companies. The convertible debentures also helped in raising large 
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resources from the capital market. But industries like jute anu sugar did 


Mr. Jain suggested Unit Trust, like the mutual trust companies in USA, UK 
and Germany, should be allowed to be formed in India also to raise the 
necessary finance for the corporate sector. It was not a mere gimmick as 
ide a new area for channelising savings, he said. As far 
ation of the trust was concerned, a few companies could come 


r 
together and run it. 


there was still recession, he said it had become acute in indus- 
ike paper, sugar, textiles. If higher industrial growth has to be 
attained next year, then credit availability should also increase but the 
fact remained that a new policy thrust on various fronts was urgently 
needed. 


Cement cnits 


> reterred to the cement industry, which faced all kinds of problems, but 
fter liberalisation of policy, particularly relating to distribution of 
cement in February, 1982, there had been a definite change in the cement 
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Asked why the industry had not come to backward areas, Mr. Jain said, it 
rong to say so. It was only the small and medium industries that 

to set up units in backward areas because of infrastructural 
. AS tar as the large industries were concerned, Mr. Jain said, 
were linked only to profits and not to investments. 
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2se industries began to make profits only after 2a long gesta- 
tion period and, as such, these concessions could not be availed of. 


m MRTP, Mr. Jain was of the opinion that it should be abolished. While 


nd the government wanted Indian companies to compete in multi 
C 
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ollar contracts abroad, it was at the same time trying to res 


nill l ric 
the size ot the companies at home. As such, the government could at least 
imit trom the present Rs. 20 crores to Rs. 50 crores, he 


gaa 


Referring to foreign trade, Mr. Jain said there was need for a long-term 
export strategy. On import policy, he was of the view that the government 
was becoming too liberal with the country's foreign exchange reserves. 
"With an adverse balance of trade and exports also registering a slow 
zrowth rate, we cannot afford to spend our foreign exchange in the manner 


. . ? . ai 
Wwe are qgoing. 


while it was understandable that the foreign exchange had to be spent to 
import oil, capital goods, there was definitely no justification to import 
on a large scale commodities like special steel, soda ash, polyester fibre 
which not only eroded the foreign exchange reserves but also hurt the domes- 
tic industry. He expressed the hope that the new policy would reflect 


hese changes. 


ry 


new year, Mr. Jain advised his colleagues in the industry to ensure 


te a be 
-~Or tne 


better customer relationship, quality of goods and energy conservation. 

















INDIA 


SALANCE OF PAYMENTS POSITION REPORTEDLY DETERIORATES 
iE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Jan 83 p 13 


} January 3: India's overall balance of payments position deter- 
iorated sharply during the fiscal year, 1980-81, the Reserve Bank of 
ndia said today. 


This has been reflected by the draft on reserves of Rs. 516 crores, as 
against an accretion thereto of Rs. 369 crores in the preceding year. 


The turnaround of Rs. 1,780 crores during 1980-81 would be even sharper if 
the capital transactions with the fund-receipts of the trust fund loan of 
Rs. 545 crores, the drawing of Rs. 274 crores under the fund's compensa- 
ry financing facility, repayments of Rs. 8 crores during 1980-81 and 
repayments of Rs. 84 crores during 1979-80 were excluded, the RBI said. 


ct 
eo) 


It was essentially a rise of nearly Rs. 3,100 crores or 65 per cent in 

government imports which included crude oil, petroleum and other bulk 

imports that widened the trade deficit in 1980-81 by over three-fourths to : 
Rs. 5,967 crores from Rs. 3,374 crores in 1979-80. 


The overall imports increased by 31 per cent to Rs. 12,544 crores on top 
of a rise of 29 per cent in the preceding year. Private imports, however, 
declined by two per cent. 


Growth ot Exports 


The growth in exports of six per cent to Rs. 6,5/76 crores was one-half of 
that during 1979-80. The current invisible receipts (net) including 
official transfers in 1980-81 were higher by nearly Rs. 1,200 crores or 

38 per cent though a good part of it reflected receipts covered by returns 


received abnormally late from banks, the RBI said. 


1jor part of the improvement of Rs. 637 crores in private transfer 
ipts (gross) to Rs. 2,269 crores in 1980-81 and in foreign travel 

receipts (gross) of Rs. 246 crores to Rs. 1,166 crores could be attrib- 
o the delay in reporting. The investment income receipts (net) 

ed by Rs. 220 crores to Rs. 484 crcres and official transfer 


-£ 


increas 
receipts (net) by nearly Rs. 100 crores to Rs. 438 crores. All in all, 
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account deficit increased from Rs. 235 crores in 1979-80 to 


crores in 1980-81. 


ts, excluding capital transactions with the 
-81 were lower than those of Rs. 
The improvement in official aid, and private and 


677 crores 


isactions and a rise in amortisation payments. 








DEMOCRATIC 


Madras 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE 


SOCIALIST LEADER: 


VIJAYAWADA, Dec. 28. 

Mr. H. N. Bahuguna, president of the De- 
mocratic Socialist Party. said here on Tuesday 
that india coukd have easily managed it 
adverse balance of trade without taking the S£ 
hillion loan from the IMF. 

Thanking Mr.N. a pt ae 
(reporting from Washington for bringing tc 
light the IMF conditionality clauses, Mr 
said that under the IMF stipulatio: 
for liberalisation of imports, india was forced tc 
import indiscriminately products ranging fror. 
tissue paper to leather. 

Addressing the Press Club, Mr. 
listed four ways by which the balance of trade 
problems could have been resolved. A simple 
law as in the USA, Indonesia and the Philip- 
pines stipulating that 50 per cent of cargo go- 
INg Out OF Coming into the country shall be car- 
ried by national carriers would result in 8 
saving of Rs. 500 crores a year. | 

? the petroleum conservation-action 
group's recommendation for conversion of fuel- 


4600/1544 
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INDIA 


IMF LOAN NOT NEEDED 


fired boilers into coal-fired boilers was im- 
plemented, Rs.400 crores worth petroleum pro- 
ducts could be saved. If power alcoho! could 
be mixed with petroleum as in Brazil another 
Rs. 350 crores worth oil could be saved. 

The st e of imports like tissue paper 
and leather wouid result in a saving of another 
Rs. 500-700 crores. 

Mr. Bahuguna said that the Prime Minister, 
Mrs. indira Gandhi, was buying self-reliance, in- 
stead of building it, by resorti to in- 
discriminate imports of technology. infla- 
tion was imported through import of fertilizer 
and cement. 

During 1952-80 India had borrowed Rs. 
10,000 crores. But in the last 2-1/2 years, India 
had borrowed another Rs. 15.000 crores from 
various SOUrCes. 

By buying defence equipment from all and 
sundry a great burden was imposed on the 
~—T in terms of huge inventories. 

. G. Upendrababu. Press Club presi- 
dent, presided. 














INDIA 


PRESIDENT SINGH CALLS FOR VIGOROUS EXPORT EFFORT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Dec 82 p 7 


[Text] President Zail Singh on Thursday called for vigorous export effort 
in the wake ot recessionary conditions and sharp competition abroad, reports 


Fil, 


Speaking at a function for presentation of national awards for outstanding 
export performance during 1979-80, the President emphasised that exports 
are vital to the development of economy and their rapid growth is necessary 
to promote self-reliance and efficient utilisation of national resources. 
The export policy should also aim at the same time at promoting growth with 
social justice. Due care has to be taken to provide necessary incentives 
for products of small scale and medium scale industries. Export produc- 
tion should be encouraged by ensuring availability of requisite inputs, 
finance and market insurance, he said. 


The President noted the sharp increase in trade deficit and said the trend 
last year tended to be better. But prospects during the current financial 
year were somewhat uncertain and would depend on the international trading 
environment. At the same time, he said, he was sure that with various 

measures taken by Government and the active cooperation of exporting com- 
munity the country would achieve targets. He agreed with the Commerce 

Minister, who spoke earlier, that the country was fully capable of meeting 


the challenges. 


Mr Zail Singh called for greater attention to promcte economic cooperation 


i 


among developing countries. One of the ways to achieve this was through 
trade promotion. 


Stressing the need for diversification of exports in terms of commodities 
and markets, he said, there were sectors where India enjoyed long term 
competitive advantage. Growth and development of these areas should be 


ensured, 


The President called for vigorous efforts to export of consultancy, engi- 
neering goods and project exports and said completion in record time of 
projects in Delhi connected with the Asiad amply demonstrated some of 


India's capabilities. 
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He spoke of the need for development of shipping and port facilities and 
for coordination amongst rail, road, sea and air services. Quality also 
Dlayed a very important role in export development and building up of the 
image of the country. In fact, quality is the lifeline of exports. The 
exporting community should, therefore, pay utmost attention to this aspect, 
he said. 


The President later distributed trophies and certificates of merit to the 
awardees; 15 firms and organisations received the trophies while 34 firms 
and organisations received the certificates. 


Commerce Minister Shivraj Patil, said according to latest available informa- 
cion, during the first six months of the current financial year, India's 
overall exports at Rs 4068.68 crores registered a growth rate of 12.8 

per cent. Imports during the same period at Rs 6673.98 crores had regis- 


tered a growth rate of 3.9 per cent only, he said. 


Mr Patil said during April-September this year as a result of higher 
exports and lower imports, the deficit at Rs 2605.30 crores was lower than 


Rs 2817.35 crores in the corresponding period during 1981. 


As against exports of Rs 7,796 crores during 1981-82 a target of Rs 8,650 
crores had been fixed for 1982-83, he said. 


fhe 15 firms and organisations which were given trophies for outstanding 
exports in 1979-80 include Bremco Exporters, Agra, Chloride India Ltd, 
Crompton Greaves and Elite Optical Industries. 


Among the 34 winners of certificates of merit are Aero Traders, Alleppey 
Company, Aravinda Parimala Works, Bharat Aluminium Company Limited and the 
Handicrafts and Handlooms Exports Corporation of India. 


Commerce secretary Abid Husain and Trade Fair Authority of India Chairman 
Mohammad Yunus were among those present on the occasion. 


CSO: 4600/1535 
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INDIA 


ASSOCIATION NOTES GROWTH OF SMALL-SCALE INDUSTRY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 Jan 83 p 10 


[Text] New Delhi, January 1 (PTI): The year 1982 witnessed a growth of 
small-scale industries in the country with more and more women setting up 


enterprises. 


About one lakh new small-scale units were registered in 1982, against 70,000 
registered in the previous year, raising the total number of registered units 
to about seven lakhs, according to an appraisal made by the National Alli- 
ance of Young Entrepreneurs (NAYE). 


The number of women entrepreneurs has gone from 40,000 to 50,000. 


The NAYE appraisal report, submitted to the Union industry minister, Mr. 

N. D. Tiwari, here today, said almost 50 per cent of the newly-registered 
units had been set up in the centrally recognised backward areas. This 

has happened in spite of several constraints like lack of infrastructure, 
inadequate technical counselling and demand slackness in certain sectors of 


the industry. 


Rise in Export 


According to the report, the small sector is estimated to have registered 
an export growth of 16 per cent. 


The ancillary small industries fared reasonably well in spite of demand 
recession in certain sectors: like tractors and the automobile industry. 


With regard to the problem of sickness in the small sector, the appraisal 
report said, it would be wrong to conclude on the basis of available 
figures that sickness had particularly grown during the year. As a matter 
of fact in certain product areas like electronics, readymade garments and 
industrial plastics, the small sector had done well. 


In the engineering industry, by and large, the rate of growth has been 
low. As regards modernisation, 20 industries had been selected by the 
development commissioner, government of India for intensive attention, the 


report said. 
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Capacity utilisation, the report said, generally in the small sector was 
estimated to be of the order of 45 per cent. 


In the availability of raw materials like coal, the problem had been one 
ficient distribution system and poor quality. 


The credit squeeze during the initial period had had its adverse impact on 
the fortunes of the small sector. 


Supply of power to this sector was only marginally better. In the field of 
electronics, the smali industries achieved spectacular success, particularly 


in the consumer product lines. 


More number of small entrepreneurs went abroad in delegations and they 
fared reasonably well in the field of international cooperation. 


CSO: 4600/1537 

















PAPERS REPORT ON EXPEDITION TO ANTARCTICA 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 29 Dec 82 pp l, 9 


Safe Landing Reported 


(Text } NEW DELHI, Dec. 28.—The second Indian expedition 
landed safely in Antarctica today at a place about 20 km 
from the shores to begin a two-month scientific study of the 
continent's geology and select a place for a permanent 
manned station to be established by 1985, reports PTI. 


Mrs Indira Gandhi, who was the 
first to be informed about the suc. 
vessful landing, has sent her “good 
wishes and congratulations” to 
the 28member team led by Dr 
V. K. Raina, director of the Gew- 
logical Survey of India, 

All men and equipment were 
landed safely in a smooth opera- 
tion by two naval helicopters that 
began at 2-30 a.m. today. 

The chartered Norwegian ship 
Polar Sirkel; carrying the 28mem- 
ber team, dropped anchor at 11 
am. today along an ice shelf, « 
stone’s throw from the shores. 

From the ship the members 
were flown in two helicopters end 
landed on firm ice to the silent 
teception of flocks of  friendliv 
Penguins, the Department of 
Ocean Development said. 

The successful landing ended 
their 28day voyage und marked 
the beginning of the longest stuy 
by Indian in an antarctic summer. 

The ship which left Goa on Nov- 
ember 30 had one re-fuelling helt 


on its way to Mauritius. Announc- 
ing the landing, DOD said that ail 
members of the team were cheer. 
ful and in fine spirits. 


In the next step, the team wil) 
cover a 100km stretch of ice on 
scvoters carrying the equ'pment 
to reach the rocky land of Dakshin 
Gangotri that was the base came 
of the first expedition team last 
January. 

The team is ied by Dr V. K. 
Raina, a director in the Geologicai 
Survey of India and an expert in 
giaciers. It includes scientists from 
the National Physical Laboratory, 
the National Geophysical Research 
Institute, the Nationa] Institute of 
Oceanography and the Indian 
Meteorological Devartment besides 
five helicopter pilots, two techni- 
cians and a medical doctor from 
the Indian Navy. 

This is India’s second expedition 
to Antarctica in months. A 22- 
member team made the first land- 
ing on January 9, set up a base 


camp at a Place named DVakshi: 
Gangotri, and returned after only 
a week’s stay. 

While the first visit was explora- 
tory and concerned with 9¢ec.> 
grapnie siudies, the present team 
will focus on geological experi- 
ments to assess the continent’s 
mineral and oil potential. 

Besides geological studies, Dr 
Raina’s team will survey and iden- 
tify an airstrip so that the third 
expedition team next year will be 
flown to Antarctica in an aircraft. 

DOD said it plans to set un by 
1985 a permanent manned station 
{in Antarctica that can be serviced 
by aircraft and ships. 

The immediate task of the team 
{s to erect the two pre-fabricated 
shelters on the land for houstng 
the members and the — scientitic 
eauipment, DOD said. The insulat- 
ed shelters made of fibreglass were 
svecially designed and built by the 
Central Building Research Instt- 
tute in Roorkee. 

During their stay, the team will 


subsist on dehydrated food supplied by the Central Food Technology Research 
Institute in Mysore and the Defence Food Research Laboratory. DOD said 
there are facilities in the ship to supply the members with fresh 
"chapatis" and sandwiches. 


The Rs 30-million expedition aims to collect geological data and conduct 
systematic study of krills, a prawl-like animal, rich in protein, that 
abound in the waters. The scientists will be helped in their work by two 
bull-dozers and two snow scooters. Deep-drilling rigs will be used to 
collect core samples from a depth of 30 metres. 
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scientists will also study the flora and fauna and collect fossils that could 
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ight on Antarctica'’s early history. Radio propagation studies will 


tnrow 
be carried out by scientists of the National Physical Laboratory, and atmos- 
oheric studies will be done by Dr C. R. Sridaran of the Meteorological 


Department who is the deputy leader of the team. 


DOD said it had been in direct telephone contact with the ship by means of 
a satellite terminal on the ship and the Japanese Immarsat satellite. 
nt of the bz 
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a Very Hign-lfrequency radio transmitter supp 
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dition members wil install 
ied by the Bharat 
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Electronics 


DOD said the BEL transmitter will be tested for the first time for directly 
linking Bombay with the base camp through radio telephone. 


ia 


Third Expedition Planned 


THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Dec 82 p 1 


Bombay 
Text] New Delhi, December 29 (UNI). 


The second Indian expedition to Antarctica was today gearing itself for 
its scientific explorations from New Year's Day, while the authorities 
here disclosed plans for sending the third team to the frozen continent. 


+ 


continued to be good since the team's landing there yesterday and that his 
team members were in a joyous mood. 


The expedition leader, Mr. V. K. Raina, reported that the weather had 


Scientific equipment was being transported from the ship ("Polar Circle") 
for the impending experiments, Mr. Raina said in a satellite voicecast to 
All India Radio late last night. 

Dr. S. Z. Oasim, secretary of the department of ocean development, which 
nas organised the expedition, told UNI that preparations were already under 
way to senc the third Indian expedition. 

Dr. Oasim said that the period when expeditions could go there for investi- 
gations was between October and March when the icy continent would have 


summer. 


He said the three important tasks the 28-member second expedition would 
undertake along with its scientific studies would be establishing a direct 
communication link between Antarctica and India, arranging for power supply 
to the base camp and dumping the left-over fuel on the land mass for use 


by future expeditions. 


The expedition has taken a number of transmitters of different types and 
other equipment for setting up the communication link--telex, morse code 
and radio telephone. 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR--Paris, Dec. 29.--Mr Serge Boidevaix, a former 
Ambassador to Poland, has been named French Ambassador to India the Foreign 
Ministry announced here yesterday, reports AFP. Mr Boidevaix is to replace 
Mr Andre Ross, appointed Ambassador to Japan. A career diplomat, 54-year- 
old Mr Boidevaix had been Director of the Fcreign Ministry's North Africa 
and West Asia section since January 1980. He served as Ambassador to 
Poland from 1977 to 1980. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 

30 Dec 82 p 9] 


DECEMBER POWER OUTPUT--New Delhi, Jan. 2. Power generation in December 
reached the all time high level of 11,610 million units, it was officially 
stated here today. The December production took the overall generation of 
power in 1982 to 129.91 billion units which was well above the target of 
119.5 billion units. It was stated that the generation of electricity 
during the months April to December last was 7.3 per cent higher than during 
the corresponding period of 1981. The increase in thermal power generation 
was 14.2 per cent and that in hydro-electric units slightly higher than what 
they had produced in April-December, 1981. The higher output of power was 
obtained by maximising generation from hydro plants during the monsoon 
months and absorbing it by the integrated operation of power systems. The 
increase in thermal power generation more than offset the relatively low 
increase in hydel output. The State facing an acute shortage of power is 
Tamil Nadu. This is partly due to the reduced availability of water for 
hydel projects and partly due to unexpected problems in thermal power 
plants. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 3 Jan 83 p 16] 


DELHI CIVIC ELECTIONS--New Delhi, Jan. 3. Elections to the superseded 
Delhi Municipal Corporation and the Metropolitan Council will be held on 
February 5, according to the Election Commission. The notification will 
be issued by the Lt. Governor on January 5. The Election Commission sent 
the tentative election programme of the Metropolitan Council to political 
parties, stating that the Delhi Administration has been asked to hold simul- 
taneously civic elections. The Metropolitan Council was dissolved in 
March 1980 after the Congress (I) returmed to power at the Centre. The 
Municipal Corporation also remains superseded. According to the tentative 
election programme, nominations will be received till January 12, scrutiny 
the next day and withdrawals entertained till January 15. Announcement of 
the elections set at rest the Opposition fears of the Congress (1) move 
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ad earlier in September 1981 announced elections to the Metropolitan 
Council by the middle of 1982, but the plan was abandoned.--PTI, UNI. 
Text} [Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Jan 83 p 1] 
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XKHOMEYNI ON JUDICIAL ISSUES 
GFO71432 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 7 Feb 83 


(Speech by Ayatollah Khomeyni on February; place not given--recorded; dura- 
tion 15 minutes] 


+ 


[Excerpts] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. I am aware 
of the many problems the revolution courts and the prosecutor's offices have 
and I am also aware of how difficult their efforts to confront wrongdoers 

are. For example, if one wishes to explain to them and they in turn answer. 
[Sentence as heard] Such issues are quite numerous and I know that with such 
a great volume and the shortage--even though I have repeatedly suggeste d and 
will continue to do so--which the seminaries cannot alleviate because of their 


own shortages. 


The reason is that the seminaries did not think of such issues. Thev looked 
to the issues that concerned them and mattered to the people. There was not a 
government issue for them to do anything about. This is a new duty for them 
and they are trying to find and train individuals. I have repeatedly advised 


on this and will continue to do so. 


However, the issue is quite difficult. You may be sure that when a revolution 
occurs, no one should expect easy solutions to the issues. [Do not expect] 
anyone to praise you or give you rewards. You work for God. Humans are noth- 
ing. They say something today and another thing tomorrow that is contrary. 
The basic thing is for us to fix our account with God not with the people and 
not to expect anything from anyone. Since we are doing something for God we 


must not expect anything. 


With respect to the people whose job involves dealing with the counterrevolu- 
tionaries and ruffians, I like them a great deal and am aware of their efforts. 
In my writing [8-point decree], I excluded the counterrevolution and yet I 
sometimes get questions on this. I said from the beginning that their issue 
is separate from this one. There is no reprieve for them right now unless 
they really (?realize their wrongdoings). Otherwise we cannot now deal 

with the counterrevolutionaries in a proper way or tomorrow they will get to- 
gether again and create another problem for Iran, for Islam. Islam does not 


allow us to do this. 

















We referred to other people, the ordinary individuals who have committed some 
crimes which are present everywhere and are ordinary crimes. They have to be 
examined and (?see what can be done). 


with respect to property, if there are some who are at the verge of losing 
their property if their cases are not looked into, as Mr Mohammadi stated, 
then in such cases a trustee should be appointed. It is necessary for this 
to be done since it is a matter of (?inheritance) and it is a necessary duty. 
They have to maintain the property which is endangered, as Mr Musavi said. 


cod willing, you will do this work. 


With respect to the revolution courts and the issues related to them, I do 

not advocate any weakness. This should be stopped decisively. [as heard] 

The corruption should be stopped. Whether this means arrest and internment, 
training or if they deserve Shari'a judgment, then this should be carried out. 
Jails must be a place of training where people must be trained. The prisons 
must be places of education. Those who are in jail must be talked to and 
guided. The gentlemen should talk to them and guide them so that those among 
them who have been deceived--the majority of them are probably deceived--will 
gradually learm until it becomes calm and then they can retum to their lives. 





However, those who are not like this such as a thief or someone who has done 
something wrong--if there is a Shari'a judgment then it should be carried out-- 
when there is no Shari'a case then it should be investigated. If there is a 
need for punishment then it should be carried out and the person then freed. 
When there is a Shari'a judgement, it is carried out and the person is re- 
leased. Keeping them in prison is simply but a wrong act which displease2s 

the Almighty since someone who should receive a few lashes and be released 

must not be kept in jail. 


I said such cases have to be examined quickly. I repeat for everyone to know 
that aside from the revolution courts which deal with the minigroups, all 
other courts and prosecutor's offices must deal with the people's work quickly. 


All Iranians who were in the revolution at the beginning are still there and 
(?working) and because there were some problems present, they decided to raise 
some issues and inform the gentlemen who are looking into them. I hope that 
they can fix things. However, I said then that the account of this group 
[counterrevolutionaries] is different from others in the revolution courts 

and prosecutors’ offices. This has to be examined seriously and their ac- 
counts settled. Of course, so long as they are in jail they should be treated 
humanely and in an Islamic manner. Whenever a decision has been made about 


anyone, (?it should be carried out). 


They have dedicated themselves to the cause of Islam without any sort of 
expectations; to the service of Muslims. We should be grateful to them and 
God Almighty will bestow their just reward on them. And all is from Hin. 
God willing, He will compensate them for everything. 


Man is nothing. If you dig a (?well) it is useless. What is important is 
that you do something which is of value to God. I am hopeful that the condition 
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is now, on the path to amelioration, and prog 
praise be to God. man is good and does good, then the issue of 

also, God willing, be resolved. (?For example) if they leave Iran alone [words 
indistinct] they will not (?allow it), Iran would fulfill its obligations soon- 
they do not leave us alone, Iran will do so. 


OT iran reMains as SS, 


Cc 
the war will 
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Then there was the issue of the hypocrites. Everyone was (?talking about the 
hypocrites). They kept playing us along, even some clergymen tried to hood- 


wink us, some whitebearded persons wrote to us interceding on their behalf. 

I am the kind of person that when they tried to intercede I saw that [words 
incgistinct]. You should not think that you or the Iranians will ever (join 
the) foreigners. They will continue their animosity but you should not be 
iaunted. You should ignore this as we have God on our side, even if they have 
everything else. This means that we have everything. God has blessed us and 
God be praised and nowhere have we seen such a revolution. In other revolu- 


t 
tions they threw people into the sea. [as heard] We have never seen a re- 
volution like ours because it is for Islam. These people reached it directly. 


Now whatever they say is of no consequence. Let them say what they like. 
They say it about us and they say it about you. It does not matter. They 
even say, these foreigners, that they cannot do anything, their neighbors 
are doing everything. [words indistinct] For example, as you know, when we 
have to do something, we are not influenced by others. We do it. If I was 
the kind to be influenced, I would have not (?done anything), even at first. 
I would not have undertaken such a mission but I did it for the welfare of 


the people, by the grace of God. 


If I had said when I was in Paris that there will be killing and God knows what 
else, I would not have gone forward or done anything. But by the grace of 

Sod we were able to do it. We are doing our work without the (?foreigners 
telling us anything). This is it, as you see that we are all safe, the repub- 
lic is for all Iranians. You have brought Islam and it is your duty to safe- 
guard it. You have brought a rightful regime you should (?protect it). They 
are after what we have done. Now it is for the people, whatever they think 

is proper. What others are (?saying and doing) let that be for later. Let 


us (?decide), let it be. 


In any case, I hope that God Almighty may give us the power to resist all of 
them. [chants] And we should be able to combat all obstacles. I am hopeful 
that God willing, all the probiems will be resolved shortly. If I do not see 
it then, at least you will see that the problems have been resolved, and in 


an appropriate manner. May you be successful, and may God help you. [chants] 
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"IRAN CLANDESTINE' CASTIGATES REGIME'S HYPOCRISY 
GF081810 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 8 Feb 83 


[Text] Khomeyni's Islamic Republic regime informed the UN Secretary-General's 
emissary who has visited Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran in order to resolve 
the Afghan crisis that it will never enter into negotiations directly or in- 
directly with the puppet administration in Kabul. 


Hoseyn Lavasani, acting foreign minister of the Islamic Republic regime said 
during this meeting with Diego Cordovez, the emissary of the UN Secretary- 
General: The aggressive forces of the Soviet Union should withdraw uncondi- 
tionally from Afghan soil and Iran does not even recognize the Babrak Karmal 
regime which came into power because of the Soviet Union. Iran will never 
enter into negotiations with this regime, directly or indirectly for resolving 


the Afghan crisis. 


The Iranian Foreign Ministry is stating this at a time when the surveillance 
and espionage machinery of the Soviet Union is controlling every action and 
movement of the Afghan Mujahiddin on the Iran-Afghanistan border. Some time 
back, the Islamic Republic regime granted permission to Soviet tanks to enter 
Herat via Khorasan Province to quell the Afghan freedom fights. 


Political observers interpret the arrest of the Tudeh Party's chief Nureddin 
Kianuri as a publicity stunt of the Islamic Republic regime and say that the 
reason for this (?action) is to allow the Soviet Union to maintain its troops 
in Afghanistan. Pakistan, however, has announced its willingness to enter 
into talks for the resolving of the Afghan crisis, the evacuation of Soviet 
troops from the country and the return of the Afghan refugees to their own 


country. 
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IRAN 


IRAQI NATION URGED TO ACCEPT KHOMEYNI 
LDO72104 Tehran IRAN in English 1914 GMT 7 Feb 83 


[Text] Khatem ol Anbia [spelling as received] Central Headquarters, 7 Feb, 
IRNA--In a press conference held here Hojatoleslam Seyyed Mohammad Bager 
[spelling as received] called on iraqi nation to join Iranians under the 
leadership of Imam Khomeyni and urged them to rise against Saddam's regime. 
He also called on Iraqi Army to join Islamic combatants. 


He said that Iranian forces were on a mission and would liberate Iraqi nation. 
He said Imam Khomeyni was not the leader of only the Iranians but also 
Iraqi and all oppressed of the world enjoy his blessings. 


And for this reason he said, Imam Khomeyni has ordered the Islamic combatants 
not to fire at the Iraqi cities. 


Hoj. Haim [spelling as received] addressing Iraqi Army said that Saddam 
did not want Iraqi Army to fight the Zionist regime and added that now 
through launching attack against Iran he got opportunity to do so. He urged 
the Iraqi people should inflict the last blow on Saddam's regime and estab- 


lish an Islamic Republic in Iraq. 


Hakim described Iranian Army's morale [as] superb and said they were fighting 
for the liberation of the Islamic lands. Referring to Wal-Jafr [by the dawn] 
operations he said that reports of victory of the Iranian Army were being 


received every moment. 


He added that a large group of Iraqi Muslim combants were among the Iraqi 
forces who were fighting for the overthorw of Saddam. 
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IRAN 


"NVOI' ON ARREST OF TUDEH PARTY LEADERS 
TAL12352 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 10 Feb 83 


[Unattributed commentary: "Today It Is the Turn of the Tudeh and Tomorrow the 
Turn of the Struggling Muslims Following the Imam's Line"] 


[Text] Dear compatriots: The report of the arrest of the leaders and members 
of the Iranian Tudeh Party--the party supporting the revolution and the Islam- 
ic Republic of Iran--has been published in our homeland's mass media. The 
wave of arrest and detention of members of true but dissenting revolutionary 
Organizations, particularly leaders and members of the Iranian Tudeh Party, 
has accelerated in an unprecedented manner, and has justly aroused serious 
concern in our homeland's society and public opinion. 


We are all aware that the leaders of our Islamic Republic, whether prior to 

the revolution or in the period following the revolution, have repeatedly af- 
firmed that all parties and organizations committed to the revolution and which 
support the Islamic Republic of Iran can operate freely in the country. 


We do not have to search very far to illustrate this. Only recently, Hojjat 
ol-Eslam Khamene'i, our homeland's president, during an interview with foreign 
correspondents, once again emphasized and confirmed this point, that is the 
need for freedom of parties that support the Islamic Republic of Iran. In this 
press interview, in particular the representatives of imperialist mass media 
put forward various multifaceted questions regarding freedom of parties. 


For example, the correspondent of the NEW YORK TIMES asked our homeland's 
president: A bill pertaining to legalizing parties is under consideration in 
the Majlis. Do you believe that parties will not have permission to operate? 
Posing this question in such a manner is itself an indication of the ill in- 
tentions and particular goals of the one who asked the question. It is very 
obvious that U.S. imperialism does not want revolutionary parties that support 
the imam's and the revolution's popular and anti-imperialist line to enjoy 
freedom of activity in Iran. They want to create a situation whereby the 

image of the revolution and the Islamic Republic is distorted. But in response 
to the question of the NEW YORK TIMES correspondent, our homeland's president 
said: On the contrary, parties will be allowed to operate and the codified law 
will come from the Majlis, constituting the basis of the government's actions 


in this connection. 
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The next question was posed by the correspondent of the newspaper that is the 
mouthpiece of U.S. plundering monopolies, namely the WALL STREET JOURNAL. 
From the context of this question it is abundantly clear what aims the ele- 
ments of imperialist mass media are pursuing from posing such questions. Th. 
WALL STREET JOURNAL correspondent put forward the following question: Why is 
the Tudeh Party which is a communist and atheist party allowed to operate, 
whereas the activity of other parties in Iran has been banned? 


we are all aware that the correspondent of the newspaper that is the mouth- 
Diece of U.S. plundering monopolies meant by other parties whose activity has 
been banned, the very organizations such as the Freedom Movement and the Mus- 
lim People's Party, which are supporters of the major capitalists and large 
iandowners and the revival of the domination of America and its NATO allies 
in [ran. The U.S. correspondent calls these parties believers, namely he 


relies on the same logic of the CIA-afflicted Hojjatis. 


In response to this question our homeland's president said the following: in 
the Islamic Republic of Iran no one is convicted on the offense of having an 
opinion, whether parties, individuals or groups. For us no party group is 
exempted from this general rule. The president added: All parties and groups 
which as groups are not an adversary of the Islamic Republic and do not attempt 
to cause disorder--and if only their opinion differs from that of the Islamic 
Republic's system--can live freely in society. 


As you can see, having an opinion other than that of the Islamic Republic's 
system cannot cause the detention or arrest or members or the leaders of a 
party or a political organization. Our homeland's constitution as well explic- 
itly stipulates this principle. But let us see whether a party whose leaders 
and members have been arrested caused disorder in the country, or whether 
during all sensitive historical events, by exposing all the plots of the 
counterrevolution, they acquainted the Islamic Republic of Iran's leaders with 
impending developments. Which party other than the Iranian Tudeh Party sin- 
cerely supported more than others the imam's and revolution's popular and 
anti-imperialist line and all the government's bills pertaining to the main- 
tenance of the welfare of the million-strong masses and the oppressed? Which 
party other than this very party whose leaders have been arrested, since the 
very beginning of the work of the liberals' government, exposed the compromis- 
ing nature and the effort of this government to revive the domination of the 


West, particularly America? 


In those days many of the current officials of our homeland were supporting 
the liberals' government with all their might. Onlv after the meeting of the 
representatives of this government with Brzezinski abroad did they speak 

in opposition to it. The guilt of this revolutionary party was that it saw 
this danger before anyone else gave a warning. Which party other than this 
party which was always despised by the regime of royal oppression and imper- 
ialism since the very outset of Qotbzadeh's activity, exposed the true face 
of this criminal? Which party other than this party that supports the inter- 
ests of the Iranian nation, since the very beginning repeatedly poointed out 
the danger of the traitor Bani-sadr and his gang? Which party other than the 
Iranian Tudeh Party, one year prior to the imposed war, informed the Islamic 
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Republic of Iran's authorities of this plot? Which party other than this 
revolutionary party, despite all restrictions and limitations, repeatedly ex- 
posed the plans and plots of the counterrevolution and its coups. 


t seems that the offense of this party is that is perceived these serious 
dangers sooner than others and informed the responsible officials of these 
facts before others. How can these acts be causing disorder or allegedly 
espionage or other fabrications? Indeed, what injustice? Where is that Is- 
lamic ethics, justice and conscience? 


It is not clear why some of our country's officials, in order to drive revolu- 
tionary parties from the scene and to apply pressure and restrictions on them, 
resort to the same disagreeable policy of accusations and slanders of the 
royal oppression era, concerning espionage and similar pretexts. Without 
doubt penetrating elements of the counterrevolution and world-devouring America 
are involved in the arrest of a large number of members and leaders of the 
Iranian Tudeh Party--the party that strongly supports the revolution, the 
toilers, the constitution and the Islamic Reublic of Iran. Today it is the 
turn of the Tudeh and tomorrow it will be the turn of the struggling Muslims 
and sincere followers of the imam's genuine line who are sincerely struggling 
to gain the rights of the oppressed. These illegal acts must be prevented 
before it is too large, and seeds of discord and non-confidence must not be 


sown more than this in the hearts of the people. 
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IRAN 


"NVOI' ASSAILS ARREST OF TUDEH LEADERS 
TAL51637 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 14 Feb 83 
{[Unattributed commentary: "Do Not Let the Mistake of History Be Repeated"] 


[Text] Dear compatriots: Our homeland's recent developments cannot but cause 
the concern and dissatisfaction of our homeland's million-strong masses. De- 
spite the explicit text of the constitution and the imam's 8-point statement, 
penetrating elements in the Islamic government, led by the CIA-afflicted 
Hojjatis, finally succeeded in implementing the directive Carter and the Zion- 
ist Brzezinski with regard to the revolution's genuine and true forces and 
the sincere followers of the imam's line. With the aid of ridiculous and 
unfounded charges, they detained and sent to prison a number of the best sons 
of our liberated homeland--strugglers, some of whom, along with the struggling 
Muslims and for the sake of struggle against the subservient and bloodthirsty 
regime of the accursed Mohammad Reza, were for a quarter of a century and 
until the victory of our nation's glorious revolution the guests of the jail- 


ers of the treacherous shah. 


Some of the authorities, without paying heed to the main aim of the great 

Satan and his Iranian agents in acting against dissenting forces that are loyal 
to the revolution's genuine line, talk of the government's decision to eliminate 
these true forces of the revolution, which is indeed very regrettable. While 
announcing the news of the arrest of the Tudeh Party leaders, these authori- 
ties threatened the members and followers of that party and said that the rest 
just also draw their own conclusions, and should know that if they wish to 

take any action in this country the people will nut give them the opportunity 


to live and to plot. 


Indeed, uttering such statements about a party which according to the testi- 
mony of our homeland's contemporary history has for more than 40 years been 
struggling with utmost power to maintain the freedom, happiness and welfare 

of the working class, the farmers and all the country's toilers, and which has 
given innumerable sacrifices toward this end, is the height of injustice. 


Hurling charges of plotting at a party which, following the revolution's vic- 
tory, stood decisively in the imam's line and which did not spare any effort 
to secure the perpetuation and expansion of the revolution's popular and 
anti-imperialist line, is contrary to Islamic ethics. The people are rightly 
saying: Was it not this party which always and at the appropriate time 











informed the Islamic leadership of all the plots of world-devouring America 
and its multifarious elements against the existence of the Islamic Republic's 
system and the imam's life for the purpose of crushing the gains of the revolu- 
tion? Is it not this party which struggled and continues to struggle with 

the utmost revolutionary decisiveness against such traitors as Bani-sadr, 

Amir Entezam, Qotbzadeh and scores of other agents? Yes, it was this very 
very party, faithful to the imam's and the revolution's genuine line, which 
with the utmost consistency and in accordance with documents and evidence ex- 
posed and disagreed the treacherous plans of the railroading liberals, the 
CIA-afflicted Hojjatis and other U.S. minigroups. The great role of these 
dissenting genuine guardians of the revolution in exposing Qotbzadeh and his 


treacherous plots is recorded in history. 


Are those who say that these true dissenting forces were engaged in harmful 
activities against the Islamic Republic of Iran, not aware of these histori- 
cal and unforgettable services of this party? Undoubtedly not. Incidentally, 
as all the true fordes of the revolution and the decisive majority of the 
struggling Muslims are currently saying, the only guilt of the Tudeh Party 
from the viewpoint of the self-same penetrating minigroups of the counter- 
revolution, headed by the ClIA-afflicted Hojjatis, is its relentless struggle 
against this very wide spectrum of the foes and opponents of the revolution, 
its valuable sacrifices for perpetruating and expanding the gains of the 
nation's popular and anti-imperialist revolution, and its timely disclosure 
of the destructive plots of the foes of the revolution and the great Satan. 


The selfless Iranian people are rightly asking: Can the struggle against such 

a party and the detention of its leaders and members serve any purpose other than 
to deprive the Islamic Republic of Iran and the struggling Muslims of their 

most principles defenders? Even a school child can easily realize that the 
main objective in suppressing these noble sons of the homeland and these sin- 
cere defenders of workers, farmers and other Iranian toilers is to prepare the 
overthrow of the Islamic Republic's system, to shed the blood of struggling 
Muslims and the sincere followers of the imam'sline in the Islamic leadership, 
and to install in liberated Iran a regime favored by Reagan. 


Should the fact that at present the staunch foes of the revolution, both 
within the country and abroad, the radios of the counterrevolution and imper- 
ialist and Zionist mass media are overflowing with joy and happiness, not 

force the sincere followers of the revolution's and imam's genuine line to 
reflect? And why should they not be happy? Is not tying the hands and tongues 
of the most revolutionary, most principled and most knowledgeable friends of 
the revolution the greatest victory of the counterrevolution, the penetrating 
elements, the superficials, the rightsts and the ignorant friends of the 
revolution, headed by the ClA-afflicted Hojjatis? Do not let the mistake 


of history be repeated. 
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TRAN 


GUARDS ROUT 'TEAM HOUSES" IN NORTHERN IRAN 
GF141249 Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 1 Feb 83 p 2 


{Text of communique issued by the central headquarters of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion Committee--date not given] 


[Text] The Islamic Revolution Guards Committee throughout the country bravely 
and with divine succor continue to destroy the remaining nests of perversion 
of the corrupt and dissident minigroups, those who have broken away from the 


path of God. 


During the successful operations that took place during the past 2 months, 

the sincere and God-fearing brothers of the Islamic Revolution Committee of 

Sari and Qa'emshahr, with the resolute cooperation of the brothers of the 

islamic Revolution Office, discovered some team houses of the atheistic mini- 
groups of the Feda'iyan--minority and hypocrites--in the nothern part of the 
country. Seventy hirelings linked to the East and the West were arrested 

along with the capture of a large quantity of arms and ammunition, inter- 
organizational documents, printing and copying machines, and other paraphernalia; 
the people and materials were handed over to the authorities concerned. 


The names of some of the mercenaries of world oppression who were involved in 
attacks and armed robberies are as follows: 


1. Amin Sadeqi, alias Bizhan, in charge of the printing and distribution of 
the Feda'iyan minority minigroup's publications in the provinces of Eastern 
Azarbayjan, Gilan, Mazandaran and Sistan va Baluchestan. 


2. Mas'ud Tahernezhad, alias Sa'id, in charge of the Feda'iyan minority mini- 
group's installations in Qa'emshahr, Sari and organizer of armed robberies 


in the two cities. 


3. Bahram Zamani, Faramarz Baqerpur, Changiz Aqakhani, Reza Qobadi, and 
Narjes Hedayati, alias Sonia Ebrahim Towla'i, who were involved in the armed 


robbery of automobiles and banks. 
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4. Yusef Qobadi, in charge of dispatching forces to the Feda'iyan minority 
minigroup in Kordestan. 

Susan Dorushti, 'Uzra Shokri and Shahnaz Najjarian (wife of Amin Sadeqi), 
Mazandaran 


5. 
members of the female department of the minority minigroup's 


department. 
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TRAN 


MONTAZERI, OTHERS RECEIVE FOREIGN VISITORS 
LD092322 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 9 Feb 83 


[Excerpts] More than 400 intellectuals and personalities from 50 countries 
of the world, who have come to Iran on the occasion of the 10-day dawn and 
the anniversary of the victory of the Islamic revolution, arrived in Qom to- 
day. The committed and revolutionary people of this city welcomed the guests 
by chanting the slogans: Death to the USA; death to the Soviet Union; death 
to Israel; death to Saddam; and O God, O God, keep Khomeyni alive till advent 


of Mahdi. 


After visiting the holy shrine of Ma'sumah, may peace be upon her, and after 
paying tribute to martyrs of the imposed war at the martyrs' cemetery in Qon, 
the group met with grand ayatollahs Golpaygani, Mar'ashi-Najafi and Montazeri. 


During the meeting with Grand Ayatollah Golpaygani, his eminence expressed 
delight at meeting them, and said: I am grateful to you dear guests who have 
accepted the government's invitation to visit this country. 


At the meeting with Grand Ayatollah Montazeri, he thanked them for accepting 
the invitation of the government of the Islamic Republic, and said: In recent 
times, any revolution in the world has had one of the following three forms: 
They are usually either superficial, or the ruling pawns change, or they li- 
berate themselves from the claws of one superpower only to be captured and 
drawn into the camp of the other superpower. But thanks to the liberating 
teachings of Islam and the divine and decisive leadership of His Holiness 
Imam Khomeyni--may his lofty shadow remain on earth for a long time--the 
[slamicrevolution of Iran is totally different from other revolutions. This 
revolution relies on the Muslim masses and is not dependent or inclined toward 
either the East or the West. That is why we see that the superpowers have 
wholeheartedly united in order to weaken and smash this revolution. The Iraqi 
regime started the war at the behest of the superpowers and they are trying 

to safeguard and protect it with their modern and sophisticated weapons. The 
stance adopted by the enemies of Islam and the military aid given to Iraq by 
the Soviet Union, France and others, are the best proof that our Islamic 
revolution is pure and just and that they are frightened of Islam. 


Referring to the previous hated regime and the support given to that regime 
by the Eastern and the Westem superpowers, and even by China which claims to 
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be a people's republic and neutral, Grand Ayatollah Montazeri graciously said: 
When Our youth were chanting the slogans, there is no God but God; and God is 
the greatest, and were standing against the shah's tanks and machineguns, and 
t the time when the streets of Tehran and other cities were awash with the 
pure Diood of our martyrs, the representatives of the superpowers used to come 
to Tehran and at the same time the superpowers congratulated the shah for 
massacre and were dancing on the holy corpses of our dear martyrs. But 


S a 
Our nation was awakened by Islam and stood against a regime armed to the teeth. 


azeri added: Why should the white palace of Washington 
ce of the Kremlin and other colonial powers, give themselves 
ht today to control the destiny of weak nations; and why should they 
assume the right to plunder the wealth and resources of these weak countries? 
Islam will never allow the oppressed to remain silent about oppression; and 
Islam will never permit the oppressed to submit to oppression either. Why 
should 1 billion Muslims silently watch the crimes committed by the United 
States and the Soviet Union and their political compromise in Lebanon, Pales- 


tine and Afghanistan? 


Grand Ayatollah Montazeri asked the guests to tell their nations about their 
observations in this Islamic country and about its material and spiritual 
development and the gains of the Islamic revolution. His eminence emphasized: 
Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran is challenging a global conspiracy hatched 
by the United States and its acolytes. Through their propaganda mouthpieces 
they try to draw an ugly picture from the angelic face of our revolution. You 
have an Islamic and a humane duty to deliver the revolutionary message of 

our nation to the world and to inform the people of the world. Our great 
nation, for the purpose of maintaining its independence and for the sake of 
God, has endured every hardship and it will continue to do so. This nation 
expects nothing from you, guests and personalities, except the delivery of its 


message to the world. 


Finally, Grand Ayatollah Montazeri paid tribute to the combatants of Islam for 
their self-sacrifices in defense of Islam and their country. He graciously 
said: Our brave and self-sacrificing combatants defend Islam and their Islamic 
country with their lives. They do not intend to capture and colonize even l 
inch of oppressed Iraq's territory. The only thing our zealous warriors value 
and show so much devotion and self-sacrifices for is dear Islam and the liber- 
ation of the oppressed nation of Iraq from the claws of the Satan named Saddam. 
The neighboring Islamic countries should also fnow that our aim is Islam and 

we believe that these governments should be approved and supported by their 


nations. 


In conclusion, Grand Ayatollah Montazeri graciously said: God's blessing and 
mercy be upon those who through their relentless and continuous attacks cause 
the united front of blasphemy to tremble. Glorybe to those who do not waste 
any opportunity to repulse the aggression of Saddam's corrupt regime. 
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IRAN 


HOUSING MINISTER ON HOUSING BILL, IMPLEMENTATION PROBLEMS 
LD102314 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 10 Feb 


[Text] Minister of Housing and Urban Development Mohammad Shahab-Gonabadi, 
wrote a letter to Imam Khomeyni, leader of the revolution and founder of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, asking for guidance and directives on the various 
interpretations of the urban land bill and the difficulties facing its imple- 
mentation. In reply, the imam of the Ummah wrote: What has been approved by 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly and confirmed by the Council of Guardians 
is both Shar'iand legal. 


The text of the minister of housing and urban development's letter is as fol- 
lows: 


In his exalted name. His Grand Eminence Ayatollah Imam Khomeyni, may his 
shadow never grow less, the great leader of the Islamic Revolution: Greetings 
to you. Your eminence is already aware that most [as heard] families have been 
deprived of shelter and housing. After the Islamic Revolution Council had 
approved the transfer of the ownership of unused urban land, in accordance 
with the subheadings of the urban land bill, the Islamic Consultative Assembly 
and the honorable Council of Guardians approved that small plots of unused 
urban land be put at the disposal of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment. They stated that urban waste land which is over a set size can only be 
sold to the government and the municipality to meet people's housing needs. 

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development is to purchase this land as 
needed in accordance with the law, at prevailing prices and to rent it to 
homeless families or to use it for general purposes. 


Meanwhile, in accordance with the aforesaid bill all ministries, banks and 

all the institutions whose names are mentioned in the decree, and all founda- 
tions--the oppressed foundation, the housing foundation and so on--must give 
their surplus installation and administrative land to the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Development so that it will be used for general purposes and to meet 
people's housing needs. But first, most organizations, banks and institutions, 
in spite of the Prime Ministry's repeated circulars, refuse to hand over the 
land. Second, some clergymen and institutions have different interpretations 
of how to obtain the aforesaid lands to rent to people for building houses and 
have doubts about the bill being Shar'i. Therefore the implementation of the 








aforesaid bill is *acing numerous difficulties and there is the possibility of 


Ss 
lay in its implementation which will have terrible effects on the land and 
housing situation and the economy. 


beg his eminence to issue directives and guidance on this matter. 


I beg the Almighty for victory for Islam and a long life and health for that 
great leader. 


[Signed] Mohammad Shahab-Gonabadi. 








TRAN 


"IRAN CLANDESTINE’ REPORTS ON TRANSPORTING OF WOUNDED 
GF111906 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT il Feb 83 


[Text] Our correspondents report that the transporting of many wounded and 
dead soldiers from the frontlines in the pass 3 days in planes, trains, trucks, 
vans and even ordinary vehicles to the cities, towns and hospitals throughout 
the country is continuing. [Words indistinct] landed in Mashhad. for this 
purpose, special receiving camps and centers were set up on airfields througnh- 
Out the country as well as in every railway station from Andimeshk to as far 
as Estahan. Hospitals in Ahvaz, Dezful, Mahshahr and the Imam Reza dospital 
are full of the wounded and dead, those who were either wounded or killed in 
battle. [Words indistinct] on every hour of the day designated transportation 
routes from the battlefield to Tehran for the wounded and dead is broadcast 


[as heard]. 


The eyewitnesses say that 5,000 men were killed on the second day of Khomeyni's 
attack. Among them were many very young boys who were killed by mines. Mean- 
while, quite a number of ground forces and air force personnel have been 
killed. Of those killed, we can name Capt Pilot Khalil Nadri Niaz, Maj Pilot 
"Ali Mohammad Suleimani and Capt Pilot Hoseyn (Baheshtnam). Their planes 
crashed after being hit by antiaircraft missiles. 


The regime's radio has not disclosed the number of wounded or killed, but 
definitely the figure is about 3,000 since the offensive began. So thousands 
of Iranian families are experiencing grief because of the loss of their dear 
ones. Once again in this new offensive, Khomeyni in addition to causing dan- 
age and destruction to [words indistinct] continue a few more days of his 


rule. 
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TEHRAN REPORTS ON AYATOLLAH JANNATI FRIDAY SERMON 
LD11323 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 11 Feb 83 


[Excerpts] Ayatollah Jannati, one of the Faqihs of the Council of Guardians, 
gave a sermon during the Friday prayers in Tehran. 


Avatollah Jannati referred to the superpowers’ conspiracies during the past 

few years against the Islamic revolution, including the uprising of armed 
assailants in Kordestan and the treachery of armed minigroups, including 

the hypocrites. Continuing his speech, he said: The East also pinned its 
hopes on the Tudeh Party. They used to say that they would prepare a force 
which they could use at an appropriate juncture in order to destroy the order 
of the Islaric Republic. However, the first rays of their destruction dawned 
last week and their exposed leaders, whose relationship with the East has been 
shown with evidence and documents, were arrested in a simple and very success- 
ful attack. They should know that if they wish to hatch plots in this coun- 
try--whose people willingly go to their martyrdom and whose entire being is 
filled with the love of God, the revolution and Islam-—-our people will not pro- 


vide them with any opportunity for conspiracy. 


Continuing his speech, Ayatollah Jannati referred to the unprecedented invest- 
ment being made by the blasphemous powers and world arrogance in order to 
confront the Islamic revolution of Iran, which they regard as a minor power. 
He then referred to the reassuring and moving guidelines of the great leader 
of the Islamic revolution, and said: O France, O Soviet Union, O America, 0 
sources of corruption on earth, give as many weapons as you can to the Zionist 
regime of Iraq and store them there. The weapons which you previously put 

at the disposal of the hated monarchical regime were very useful to us in 

this war. In the future, how much better it would be if we crush your heads 


with your own weapons. 
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IRAN 


"TRAN CLANDESTINE' CARRIES BAKHTIAR MESSAGE TO NATION 
GF121922 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT ll Feb 83 


[Summary from poor reception] Shapur Bakhtiar, leader of the National Resis- 
tance Movement of Iran, on the occasion of the fourth anniversary of Khomeyni's 
conspiracy sendsa message to the Iranian nation in which he said that 4 years 
ago our country was thrown into the hands of a group of vulgar, mean and 
bloodthirsty mullahs who were assisted by groups of terrorists who had come 

to Iran from southern Lebanon, Libya and Syria. 


Shapur Bakhtiar in the message stated that all the confusion in Iran was ignited 
and organized with the assistance of superpowers or semi-superpower countries; 
this confusion enables the mullahs to kill thousands of the innocent Iranians. 
Bakhtiar also said that the mullahs have named this raging fire which is burn- 
ing in Iran, the Islamic revolution. Alas, those who proclaimed themselves 

as patriotic and lovers of the Iranian nation became effective tools and in- 
fluential figures of the Islamic revolution of the mullahs. 


In his message Shapur Bakhtiar said that he condemned the anti-Iranian, re- 
actionary, mourning and uneducated regime of these turbaned mullahs from his 
secret hideout 4 years ago. "I also warned all my compatriots of the coming 
misery and told them that the present black dictatorship would be much worse, 
harsher and much more dangerous than the previous dictatorship. Its anti- 
Iranian nature was undeniable. But unfortunately some groups of mindless 
people who had been trained in foreign schools now have learned the lesson 
of terror and murder; these same people who on the 21 Bahman [10 }-*-uary] 
burned the flag of the red lion and sun emblem of Iran in the Akhtariyeh 
Square. I now ask you how could you expect nationalism and a nation-loving 
and freedom-loving tendency from these vulgar mullahs." 


Shapur Bakhtiar in his message said that now is the time to ask the qaestion 
of what can we do. I can frankly say that in order to overthrow this regime, 
unity and cooperation is a must. First of all without any hesitation, you 
must bring to the attention of these deceitful turbaned mullahs that the 
Iranian nation does not belong to any ummah. We are a freedom-loving nation 
and we are not the ummah of ayatollahs, ol-eslam and mullahs. 











Shapur Bakhtiar in his message addressing the people of Iran said that these 
deceitful mullahs intend to destroy nationalism and the people's sense of 
ing Iranians. “Your counterattacks on them will be successful on these 
baned groups. Take a lesson from past experience and never listen to the 
lahs and their sermons. Khomeyni has no intention of ending the war, 


because his aim is to destroy the Iranian Army with every possible means." 


as 


in concluding his message, he urged unity among tribesmen and the army and 
said that this unity is the final step in overthrowing the dominating Kiomeyni 


regime. 
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IRAN 


'NVOI' ASSAILS ANTI-COMMUNIST MEASURES BY OFFICIALS 
TA141255 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 12 Feb 83 
[Unattributed commentary: "Do not Allow Them To Violate the Constitution" ] 


[Excerpts] Dear compatriots: As early as November 1978 Imam Khomeyni said: 
The Islamic government is a democratic government in the true sense, and any- 
one can express his opinion. The following remarks also belong to the imam 
of the nation who at one time said: In the Islamic Republic the communists 


also are free to express their opinion. 


Unfortunately, it must be stated that not only these promises by the imam 

and the principle of the constitution have not been implemented inour country, 
but a certain climate has been created in our country by rightists who have 
penetrated all revolutionary organs and institutions and the legislative, 
executive and judicial branches, that is precisely contrary to what the imam 
has promised and the constitution stipulated. 


For a long time now the possibility of free activity of true revolutionary 
parties and organizations has been eliminated, and currently the situation has 
reached a stage in which the foes of the Iranian revolution, the enemies of 
the constitution--the Hojjatis, the superficials and unidentified elements 

who have put on beards and who handle beads--have in fact launched an attack 
on the revolution and the Islamic Republic's system by assaulting the true 
revolutionary forces. There is no doubt that the aim of this wide spectrum of 
the foes of the revolution from this cowardly assault is to overthrow the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, to pave the way for a return to the previous era, 

to liquidate the Iranian nation's revolutionary gains and to establish a 
government similar to the government of Satan. This plan has been designed 

in the United States and its implementation has been assigned to U.S. elements 
and the dregs of the former regime in our country. 


Violations of the law which currently are being carried out overtly and co- 
vertly by the counterrevolution, and particularly the onslaught that has been 
mounted and is continuing by the ignorant friends of the revolution--who 
unfortunately hold a position of responsibility--against true revolutionary 
elements, brings to mind the era following the coup of 19 August which was 
planned by the Americans and executed by their elements in Iran. 














U.S. imperialism is full of joy at the situation brought about in our country 
today. And why should it not be? The policy of anti-communism which currently 
nas been elevated into a government policy by some of the officials is an 
imperialist weapon that has been used throughout the entire history of our 
‘ountry's past 50 years by the subservient regimes of Reza Khan and his tre- 
acherous son to suppress the Iranian nations’ revolutionary movement. Those 
who today have made anti-communism their profession, namely those superficials 
and monopolists who believe the revolution to be their own personal fief, are 
currently carrying out the same black deeds that at one time the Bani-sadrs, 
the Bazargans, the Qotbzadehs, the Amir-Entezams and others were assigned to 
carry out. Their tragic end is known by all. 


Those who by striving to create a climate of anti-communism in our country are 
treading the path of suppressing the true revolutionary and dissenting forces 
should know that by these deeds, unwittingly or unwillingly, they are aiding 
the fulfillment of America's Satanic goals in overthrowing the Islamic Republic 
of Iran's system and establishing a regime compatible with the interests and 
values of the United States. The people reject the followers of this line 
which is a line opposed to the line of the Iranian nation's popular and anti- 
imperialist revolution, and explicitly and decisively demand that the sover- 
eignty of law be established in our liberated homeland and that the freedoms 


stipulated in the constitution be implemented. 


CSO: 4640/114 
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[IRANIAN PAPER ON EAST, WEST OPPOSITION TO IRAN 
LD101013 Tehran IRNA in English 0900 GMT 10 Feb 83 
["Kremlin, Washington Plots vs. Islamic Revolution of Iran"'--IRNA headline] 


[Text] Tehran, 9 Feb, IRNA--In a summary review of the operations of the West 
and East with regard to Iran and the Islamci revolution, the Persian daily 
AZADEGAN has said in its issue today that the West and East have spared no 
scheme for undermining the Islamic revolution in Iran but that their efforts 
have been thwarted principally because the West and East have reached wrong- 
ful conclusions based on unrealistic hypotheses about the Islamic revolution. 
The following are excerpts from the article which is the eighth installment 

of its review titled ''The World and the Islamic Revolution." 


"The Islamic revolution in Iran rebutted all earlier calculations by the 

West and East and impelled them into adopting novel contrivances for under- 
mining this revolution, since it had largely discredited the doctrinal philo- 
sophy of the East ard West.... The slipping away of Iran from the loop of 
the colonialised states and its non-dependence on the East impelled policy 
makers in Kremlin and Washington to establish novel [word indistinct] against 
Iran's government which was not attracted to either poles.... 


"The second phase of the operations of the United States was to challenge 

the Islamtc revolution in Iran, a fact which was reflected in Reagan's election 
campaign speeches. While drawing on its agents in the region, Washington also 
assumed a more conspicuous presence in the region.... 


"After busying the Palestinian revolution with colonialistic plans such as 

those presented by King Fahd, Reagan, Jordan-Palestinian confederation and 

their likes which seek no goal other than transforming the Palestinian revolu- 
tion. Then, in order to change Muslims’ outlook about the revolutionary slogans 
in Iran and Iran's political standpoint, Washington tried to [word indistinct] 
the Palestinian revolution into a purely political movement and divested of 

its common slogan with the rest of the Muslim world casting aside the goal of 
the freedom of Al-Quds and the liberation of Palestine. 


"Washington officials initially thought that by removing Iraq from the list of 
the countries which were sanctioned against by the United States, and by rush- 
ing arms to that country they could do away with the Islamic revolution but 
to the firmness of the Iranian people the United States eventually resorted 
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to direct military interference in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The move re- 
calls to mind the memory of the policies of one-time Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles whereby he tried to impose sanctions upon the Soviet Union by 
military pacts. In order to do the same with Iran, Washington decided that it 
should make preliminary arrangements for the purpose. To this end the global 
news media waged a war of propaganda against the Islamic Republic and for the 
purpose projecting Iran as an enemy of the Arabs and portraying the Zionist 
regime as a supporter of the Arab peoples. 


reactionary governments in the region then formed a coalition in the form 


ite 
" 


of a military pact under the titel of "The Persian Gulf Cooperation Council, 
formed of Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, to 
which also subscribed, albeit clandestinely, Iran and Oman.... 


"The establishment of massive naval, aerial, and ground facilities in Oman 

and near the Hormuz Strait, the formation of a canal parallel with the Hormuz 
Strait as a means to belittle the value of the Hormuz Strait as the life 
vessel of the industrial nations, the stationing of AWACS in Saudi Arabia for 
watching military operations in the Islamic Republic, the liberal rushing of 
weapons to the countries of the region and conclusionof joint security pacts 
between Saudi Arabia and other governments of the region have been part of the 
efforts done for reorganising the camp of the reactionary governments of the 


region. 


These schemes vividly betray the efforts of the East and West for checking the 
spread of the Islamic Revolution and its exportation. But the Western and 
Eastern outlook is not to do them any good. They are seemingly unaware of 
the firm foothold of the Islamic revolution in hearts of the Muslim people. 


CSO: 4000/310 
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5SALUCHISTAN GOVERNOR ON BUDGET, BORDER SECURITY 
LD131036 Tehran IRNA in English 0918 GMT 13 Feb 83 


[Text] Zahedan, 13 Feb (IRNA)--Some 9.5 billion rials have been allotted for 
the budget of the Sistan va Baluchistan Province for the next Iranian year 
starting March 21, announced the province's Governor-general Aqebat Raf'at 


[spelling as received] Saturday. 


A total of 615 development projects has been carried out here during the cur- 
rent Iranian year including some 445 in rural areas, the rest in the urban 


areas of the province, he said. 


Agebat Raf'at said 72 per cent of this year's annual budget will be spent for 
the rural projects, and the rest 28 per cent will be spent in the urban areas. 


Speaking on the problems of the province, he said they included scarce water 
resources, shortage of skilled manpower, insufficient village roads, cultural 
deprivations, shortage of equipment for heavy machinery. 


te expressed hope for meeting the water needs of the area through digging 
deep and semi-deep wells, and constructing dams in Baluchistan. 


The governor added the specialists from Yazd Province in central Iran, have 
been invited to train local farmers here. 


He said the province was one of the country's richest areas for agricultural, 
and mineral resources, which will take great advantage of the 20 per cent of 
the budget this year, which is allocated for emergency projects, and the prio- 
rities of the budget this year, which are agriculture, roads and attending to 


the cultural needs of the people. 


In conclusion, Aqebat Raf'at said special border security forces have been 
set up in Baluchistan especially in Saravan, and also revolutionary committees 
in some cases have been united with gendarmerie outposts, which have helped 


a great deal in eradicating narcotics smugglers. 


Citing examples, he said in the last year, some 4 tons of opium and 400 kilos 
of heroine have been seized from smugglers. 


CSO: 4600/2710 
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MAJLIS DEPUTY DENOUNCES FRENCH AID TO IRAQ 
GF131727 Tehran IRNA in English 1645 GMT 13 Feb 83 


[Text] Tehran, 13 Feb, IRNA--Speaking in the open session of the Majlis here 
today the deputy from the holy city of Qom, Sadeq Khalkhali, criticized the 
socialist French Government for providing the Iraqi Ba'thist government with 


arms and ammunition. 


Addressing the session which was presided over by speaker Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani, Khalkhali referring to extensive aid provided to the Iraqi 
regime by the French Government, said that Francois Mitterrand who claimed to 
be supporting socialism and workers, was repeating crimes of his predecessors 
against the oppressed masses. The French Socialist Government in a bid to 
improve its economy and decrease unemployment in France, has put its arms 
producing factories back to work and furthermore has provided the Iraqi Govern- 


ment with 2 billion dollars. 


By doing so, he added, the French Government was pushing the oppressed nations 
of the Middle East toward destruction. He further pointed out that the Govern- 
ment of France on the one hand was giving refuge to terrorists and on the 

other was providing the Iraqi Ba'thist regime with arms. The idea behind 

this was to damage Islam and the Iranian culture. 


However, he stressed, the Islamic combatants under the leadership of Imam 
Khomeyni, in the near future would prove to the Iraqi regime that modern arms 
and weapons would not save it from downfall. It would not be long that the op- 
pressive regime of Iraq would fall so that Iranian and Iraqi people would be 
able to live in peace beside one another. 


CSO: 4600/310 


165 











SISTAN VA BALUCHISTAN AGRICULTURE PROGRESS CITED 


F141/13 Tehran IRNA in English 1647 GMT 14 Feb 83 


— 


iText] Zahedan, 14 Feb (IRNA)--In the past year, some 102,000 hectares of 
land has been cultivated in the Sistan va Baluchistan Province, and more 

than 22,000 metres of earthen and stone dikes have been constructed in the 
province in order to preserve the agricultural lands from floods, said the 


director general of the province's agriculture office yesterday. 


He said in addition to that a total of 18,389 hectares of land has been given 
to agricultural cooperative societies, thus providing 1,837 families with land 
last year. Measures have also been taken to counter pests, locusts and rats, 


he noted. 


mc 


He said 8,000 tons of poultry and livestock food in addition to 2,000 tons of 
barley has been distributed among the province's farmers. 


In the past nine months, more than 1.7 million head of livestock have been 


vaccinated. 


Also more than 218 kms of roads has been built in the province, 2,000 hectares 
of land has been plowed, 400 hectares have produced wheat, and the sediments 
ot some 1,100 hectares of land has been removed. 


Also, some 250 hectares of land has been levelled for cultivation, while 5 cen- 
tres have been established in the province for attending to the agricultural 
needs of the local farmers here. 


+ 
re 


the next two years 8 more centres will be established in the province. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


OPERATION OF REFINERY--On the occasion of the 10 days of dawn anniversary mark- 
ing the victory of the Islamic revolution, the refinery of Masjed-e Soleyman 
which previously was administered by the British for 20 years, has been 
rennovated by the brother workers Muslims and committed personnel of the oil 
company and has begun operations. The daily output of this refinery is 20,000 
liters of benzin, 20,000 liters of gazoil, 20,000 liters of gasoline and 

20,000 lieters of diesel. On this occasion a celebration was held at 1630 
yesterday at the site by the personnel of the refinery. Hojjat-ol Eslam Rabani, 
the Friday imam of Masjed-e Soleyman; Hojjat-ol Eslam (Forughi), the Majlis 
deputy designate from Masjed-e Soleyman; the commander of the Revolution Guards 
of this city; the governor; and Mr Ahmadi, the head of Masjed-e Soleyman Oil 
Company, were present. The Majlis deputy of Masjed-e Soleyman designate spoke 
to the audience on this occasion. [Excerpts] [GF131030 Ahvaz Domestic Ser- 
vice in Persian 1230 GMT 12 Feb 83] 


NEW FRIDAY IMAM--Imam Khomeyni's office announced the appointment of Hojjat 
Ol-Eslam Seyyed Mohammad ‘Ali Na'‘eri-Tabasi as the Friday imam of Tabas, 

and wished him success in performing his duties. [GF190539 Mashhad Domestic 
Service in Persian 1400 GMT 18 Jan 83] 


COUNCIL OF GUARDIANS APPOINTMENT--Imam Khomeyni, the leader of the revolution 
and founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran has appointed Ayatollah Rabani 
Amlashi as a theological member of the Council of Guardians. [GF011756 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 18 Jan 83 p 2] 


NEW TABAS IMAM--The office of the Imam of Umma has advised that Hojjat ol- 
Eslam Sevyed Mohammad ‘Ali Ha'eri has been appointed Tabasi as the Friday imam 
of Tabas. [GF011756 Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 18 Jan 83 p 4] 


NEW ESFAHAN GOVERNOR--Interior Minister Nateq-nuri proposed the appointment 
of Mr ‘Abdollah (Kufa'i) as the new Esfahan governor-general. The appointment 
was later approved. [GF210635 Esfahan Domestic Service in Persian 1530 GMT 


20 Jan 83] 


PRISONERS PARDONED--The state prosecutor general announced that a number of 
prisoners will be pardoned and released on the occasion of the Islamic revolu- 
tion anniversary. [LD040715 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 


3 Feb 83] 
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i NE COMMISSIONED-~The pipeline carrying petroleum products between 

Esfahan, Yazd and Kerman was commissioned today. One-half of this project 
1s completed before the Islamic revolution; the 660 kilometer extension of the 

Dipeline to Kerman was completed after the victory of the peuslitios. The 
.o-incn diameter pipeline currently carries kerosene and diesel fuel from 
cstahan to Yazd. Four temporary loading storage tanks, each with a 10 million 
liter capacity, are being used along the pipleine. An average of 17.2 million 
liters of kerosene and diesel fuel are carried to storage tanks daily through 
this pipeline. [Excerpt] [Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 
+ te o”) 
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ORGAN TELEVISION STATION INAUGURATED--On the occasion of the c 
1O-days of dawn and due to the continuous efforts of the br 

iarge of extension of the Voice and Vision of the Islamic Republic or Ir 

cooperation of the technical team of Gorgan Center, a powerful 500-wat 
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vision transmittere began its official broadcast on channel 6 last night. 
A repeater station of 500-watt power was also put into operation last night. 
This repeater station will boost broadcasts and will cover the entire areas 


East Mazandaran and Turkman Sahra. The Sari Center programs wiil be 


osted by the former Gorgan television on channel 10. [GF0O80750 Sari Domes- 


tic Service in Persian 1430 GMT 6 Feb 83] 


DELEGATIONS TO S. ASIA, MIDEAST--According to IRNA, Majlis deputies Messrs 

¢ 9 aS 
(Mohammad Yazdi) aad (Fazel Harandi) left Tehran this morning at the head of 
two delegations for visit to Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Lebanon and Syria on the 


occasion of the revolution anniversary with the task of communicating the 
islamic revolution's message. [LDO70140 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 


1030 GMT 6 Feb 83] 

SPREE CURRENCY IMPORT, EXPORT--The Central Bank of Iran announced that from to- 
, © February, the import of any amount of foreign currency is free. Its 
export is also free, provided it is registered in the passport of the importer 
or in special forms prepared by the central bank. Other importers of foreign 


n Z 

currency mav also transfer such sums abroad by way of cheques issued in thei 

lames, provided they have previously opened bank accounts. [Text] [LDO7014 
‘ran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 6 Feb 83] 


ISONERS RELEASED--The council in charge of implementing the decree of the imam 
2) -eo _— , y } + + ,-onnaa 
in Khuzestan announced that 31 prisoners in Ahvaz who had been imprisoned on 
irious offences have been rel 


: C eased after their files were investigated. [Text] 
-LDOS80318 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 7 Feb 33] 
ESFAHAN GOVERNOR GENERAL APPOINTED=--According to a report by IRNA, Hojjat ol- 

| i this ans while praising the selfless and consc ientious 


‘Slam Nateq-nurl 

vork of Brother Kuhpa'i, the governor general of Esfahan, accepted his resigna- 
ion and in an order, appointed Brother Gholamhoseyn Karbaschi as “he new gover- 
yr general of the province. [Text] [GF141721 Esfahan Domestic Service in 











CND OF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS--Tehran, 9 Feb (IRNA)--The [rani.in Prime % 
innounced today that travel restrictions between Iran and other countries im- 
.osed since the beginning of the Iraqi imposed war more than ? vears ayo 
1c be lifted for Iranians as of today. The announcement said however tliat 
li such travel would not include the government's foreign exchange services 


indicating that travellers should consider securing their foreign exchange 
by other means. This condition does not include those who were allowed 


needs / 
to travel abroad for various reasons prior to this announcement and they can 


still acquire foreign exchange from the government banks up to set amounts. 

ihe announcement added that doctors and other experts are free to travel 

abroad on the basis of conditions presently being enforced. The P 

istry announcement said details of the new travel regulations would be an- 
; - 


nounced soon. [Text] [LD100021 Tehran IRNA in English 2021 GMT 


.©W DPRK AMBASSADOR--Tehran, 4 Feb (IRNA)--New ambassador of the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, Chi U-kil presented his credentials to the For- 
eign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati on Thursday. He admired the Islamic Revolu- 
tion of Iran as heaving countered all the U.S. plots in the Middle East, thus 
Dlacing a great effect on the region's peoples in their struggle with imper- 
lism Adding that the Islamci Republic of Iran had great accomplishments in 
political, economic and cultural fields, Chi said that the Iranian Government 
was capable of eliminating the problems easily since it enjoyed the support 
of the Iranian populace. In conlcusion, he voiced hope for playing an effec- 
tive part by Iran and DPRK in the independence of the regional countries. 


Velavati also expressed hope for the success of the new DPRK ambassador to 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. [Text] [GF041720 Tehran IRNA in English 1504 


MT 4 Feb 83] 


NEW CIVIL AVIATION HEAD--Tehran, 23 Jan (IRNA)--Mr Hasan Shafti, today was ap- 
pointed the new head of the civil aviation organisation of the country. TI 
appointment which was announced by Roads and Transportation Minister Hadi 
Nezhad Hoseyvnian in the cabinet meeting today, was approved by the cabinet. 
The cabinet also voiced appreciation for the services of the former head of 
the civil aviation organisation, Mr Sepehrirad. [Text] [GF231704 Tet.ran IRNA 


in English 1615 GMT 23 Jan 83] 
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NEPAL 


REGIONAL FOREIGN TRADE RELATIONS EXPANDED 
Trade With Bhutan Discussed 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 14 Jan 83 p 2 


ext] The possibility of exporting Nepaiese goods to Bhutan was the subject 


ot a meeting sponsored by the eastern regional office of the Trade Promotion 
Centre in Biratnagar the other day. The discussions held amongst industrial- 
ists, businessmen, and corporarions and government officials came to the con- 
clusion that Bhutan held good market prospects for Nepalese goods like jute 


and jute products, sugar, textiles, noodles, soap, biscuits, pulses and ciga- 
rettes. They also identified fruits, potatoes, whisky and cement as commo- 
dities that could be imported by this Kingdom from Bhutan. At a time of 
sagging exports and rising imports, every opportunity for increasing Nepal's 
trade exports must be properly utilised, trade between neighbouring countries 
are of special significance, for the transportation costs are appreciably 
lowered leading to cheaper retail consumer prices. This is quite apart from 
the strengthening of relations between countries which trade almost always 
unfailingly. Bhutan is Nepal's neighbour in the east and trade with the King- 
dom should not be difficult, specially because both countries belong to the 
least developed category and industrialisation is yet to take place at the 
desirable pace. Trade cooperation among developing countries at about the 
same level of development is one effective means of accelerating the pace of 


development. 


pite their physical proximity, however, trade between Nepal and Bhutan 
not be expanded without creating the necessary infrastructure. Trade 
lities between the two countries, as noted by the meeting, should be 
simplified so that as many traders of both countries as possible can set up 
commercial links. Cumbersome and difficult trade procedures tend only co 
encourage a section of traders and business community, who, because of the 
low volume of trade, might not evince enough interest to take up exports in 
any meaningful way. Hence, trade procedures should be as simple as possible 
so that as many tiaders in both countries as possible will be able to avail 
themselves of the opportunity for trade. For this, official level initia- 
tives are needed and a delegation as proposed by the meeting comprising of- 
ficials, businessmen and industrialists could usefully discuss these points 


with Bhutanese officials. 








Negotiations Held with Bangladesh 
Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 15 Jan 83 ppl, 6 


Text] The whole gamut of Nepal-Bangladesh relations ranging from trade and 
transit to technical cooperation is being discussed at the Nepal-Bangiadesh 
Joint Economic Commission ministerial level meeting which opened here Fri- 


she Nepalese delegation at the talks was led by the Finance Mini A 
Yadav Prasad Pant, and the Finance Minister of Bangladesh, Mr A. M. A. 
h, led the delegation of his country. Dr Pant and Mr Muhith jointly 


’ 
chair the Commission. 


al 


At the plenary session Friday, the Finance Minister Dr Pant, forcefully re- 
terated Nepal's commitment to regional cooperation and said that any ef- 
rt for cooperation "will have to be considered in the broader framework of 


SJ cr 


the South Asian Regional Cooperation." 


Dr a said that at present the volume of trade between Nepal and Bangla- 
cesh had not registered an increase to meet the mutual satisfaction. How- 
ever, he said that the scope for expanding trade between the two countries 
was great. 
Dr Pant was satisfied that Bangladesh had shown full understanding of Nepal's 
zeographical constraints and extended port and other movement facilities to 
Nepalese traffic in transit. The flow of commodities utilizing transit fa- 
cilities in Bangladesh has certainly increased over the years, he added. 


The Finance Ministers felt that all facilities, including space renting, 
should be made available on a permanent basis to help "us in directing our 
Zlow of trade through Bangladesh to fully utilize the transport route across 
e narrow corridor in India on a regular basis". Mutual understanding among 
three countries must also be reached upon, Dr Pant said. 


"In view of improved Indo-Bangladesh relations, we suggest Bangladesh to re- 
new its efforts to obtain a longer term agreement from India in this regard.’ 


In the Industrial field, Dr. Pant was for considering fertilizer, pharma- 
t ls, clinkers and similar other commodities for joint ventures. 


E id that Nepal was keen to foster the development of the jute industry 
yen at the small and cottage level with the full cooperation of Bangladesh. 


In view of the present shortage of trained technical manpower, specially in 
the field of engine were and medicine, Dr. Pant said, Nepal would like to 
seek further suppo from Bangladesh. 


On using Nepal's abundant water resources for regional benefit, Dr. Pant 
d epal would cooperate with “our neighbours in harnessing the water 


uk 
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resources in the spirit of regional cooperation, exposing thereby an order 
based on the principles of coexistence and co-prosperity”. 


Dr. Pant suggested that both Nepal and Bangladesh give top priority to major 
aspects of trade and transit, industry, tourism, communications and techni- 
cal cooperation. 

In the trade sector, he said that Nepal's export to Bangladesh increased by 
54 percent while imports from that country increased by more than three times 


-@ | 


he past. 
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“The trade imbalances noticed in the last few years call for a new a4 
order to steer total trade towards a more expanded and balanced direct 
nere is need for diversification of product range from both sides," he ad- 
further. 


Dr Pant said: "with a view to promoting bilateral relationships, Bangladesh 
could consider providing additional transit facilities, items of freight and 
other charges, storage ect. to Nepalese transit cargo in her ports and rail- 


An alternative route and simplified procedures and documentation are also 
needed to increase the present volumes of Nepal's traffic in transit, Dr Pant 
said. 


RSS adds: Addressing the plenary session, Bangladesh Minister for Finance 
and Planning A. M. A. Muhith referred to the close and friendly ties and 
cooperation subsisting between the two countries. 


Nepal and Bangladesh have besides assisting each other for mutual benefit 
cooperated effectively at the international forums, said the leader of Bang- 
ladesh delegation to the fourth meeting of Nepal-Bangladesh Joint Economic 
Commission. 


Bangladesh, ae observed is willing to assist Nepal in various fields such as 
t and development. 


fr. Muhith stressed the needtto promote regional cooperation for the bene- 
fit of the countries in the region. 


aa 


The Bangladesh Minister expressed satisfaction at the technical cooperation 
between Nepal and his country. 


Work of Economic Commission Lauded 


Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 17 Jan 83 p 2 


[Text ] The. extension of the term of the Nepal- 
Bangladesh Joint Economic Commission by 
another five years displays the desire and 














determination oi the two neighboring countries 
to forge Cooperation in the economic front on 
the one hand and the friendly and cooperative 
relations existing between the two countries on 
the other. The setting up of three working 
groups to study various aspects of Nepla- 
Bangladesh cooperation and their, subsequent 
reports helped the Joint Commission in 
reaching full understanding on all issues. The 
cooperation between the two countries extends 
across a broad canvas ranging from trade and 
transit to technical cooperation. Trade between 
the two countries, for example, has increased 
remarkably in the past few years, and though 
the balance is still in Nepal’s favour, efforts have 
been made to strike a correct balance in trade. 
The present volume of trade between the two 
countries can be expanded profitably by both 
the countries. As pointed out by the Finance 
Minister, Dr. Yadav Prasad Pant, Nepal’s 
exports to Bangladesh rose by 54 percent while 
imports from Bangladesh registered an 
impressive three fold rise. But in comparison 
with Nepal’s other major trading partners, the 
trade between the two neighbouring countries 
in monetary terms is not impressive. Hence, the 
Joint Economic Commission has rightly given 
due importance to expanding this sector. 

Another important aspect of relations 
between-Nepal and Bangladesh is the transit 
facilities provided to Nepal, by Bangladesh with 
Dhaka increasingly proving to be a transiting 
point for air freighted cargo to Nepal as well. 
Under the circumstances, it is only natural that 
the Finance Minister should have expressed 
satisfaction over the bilateral trade and transit 
facilities provided by Bangladesh. 

The three working groups set up by the 
Commission covered a wide range of areas for 
cooperation. They included, besides trade’and 
transit, and vital fields as industrial 
development including joint ventures, 
agricultural and water resources development, 
banking, tourism develoment, civil aviation, 
telecommunications and technical cooperation. 











in spite of the existing cooperation in many of 
these areas as both Dr. Pant and the Bangladesh 
Minister for Finance and Planning, Mr. 
A.M.A. Muhith said, there is room for more 
cooperation. The Joint Economic Commission 
which is now to meet in Dhaka inearly 1984 will 
no doubt help to meet this goal by 
implementing the reports of the working 
groups. : 

One of the main outcome of the present 
Fourth Session is the extension of the 
Commission's term by another five years. Both 
Nepal and Bangladesh have abiding faith in the 
concept of regional cooperation in South Asia 
and the Joint Economic Commission has been 
to be an effort towards the achievement of the 
regional cooperation goal. The Nepal- 
Bangladesh Joint Economic Commission is 
thus another step towards the common 
prosperity of the region apart from its bilateral . 
significance. 


Prospects of Regional Cooperation Studied 


Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 19 Jan 83 p 2 


(Text ] The Committee of the Whole constituted 
by the forcign secretaries of seven South Asian 
nations to study prospects for concerte 
cooperation in identified fields met recently in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, and agreed on a number 
of steps for long and short term cooperation. 
Seven nations of South Asia which include 
Nepal, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Bhutan and the Maldives are attempting to 
forge cooperation among themselves in a 
number of areas that will benefit the peoples of 
the region at considerably less costs than would 
have been otherwise possible. The foreign 
secretaries of the seven countries have met 
periodicaliv from time to time, the last being in 
isiamabad in August last year, and they heve 
identified a number of areas where cooperation 
among them can be forged. These areas include 
agriculture, meteorology, scientific and 





si notogical studies, health and population 
activities transport, postal services and 
.clecommunications, and arts, culture and 
sports. Working Groups on each of the nine 
ircaS Of COOperation were set up and their 
reports will be submitted to the next meeting of 
foreign secretaries Gue in the Bangladesh capital 
Dhaka in late March this year. These significant 
developments towards regional cooperation 
underscore the realisation on the part of the 
seven cauntries that cooperation among 
themselves will lighten the burden of 
dependence on the developedcountries and at 
the saine time lessening the cost of research and 
development by avoiding duplication. 

The Colombo meeting of theCommittee 
ot the Whole has rightly tackled the problem of 
financial involvement in implementing the 
agreed areas of cocperation. Questions such as 
who will pay for the implémentation, what will 
be the share of each of the countries, how to 
mobilise resources etc. are factors without 
whose solution regional cooperation cannot 
become a reality. The meeting thus suggested 
the implémentation of such programmes 
immediately that carry a minimum of financial 
involvement. These programmes include 
exchange of data, exchange of experts and 
holding of seminars and workshops. The 
decision which nas to be approved by the 
meeting of foreign secretaries and later by the 
‘Oreign ministers But it must be stressed that 
the areas for immediate cooperation are ones 
not only whose financia! involvement is low but 
wili also be politically acceptable to all 
countries. As such, these areas should prove to 
be a fertile ground for initiating regional 
cooperation at the practical plane. Apart from 
this, the long term programmes have taken into 
consideration the question of resource 
mobilisation and loan repayment. While there 
will be some cost sharing, it is only natural that 
in terms of loan repayment, the countries 
receiving the maximum amount of benefit will 
have to pay back the maximum amount. But, 
apart irom this, loan repayment has rightly been 
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decided to be considered in terms of the ability 
of a particular country to pay back the loans. It 
is worth noting that the European Economic 
Community and the International 
Telecommunications Union have shown 
interest in helping the countries of South Asia 
forge meaningful cooperation for the common 
development of their countries. It is quite 
evident that once the concept of regional 
coopcration is translated into practical terms, 
more international agencies aid organisations 
will come out with moral and material support 
for it. Thus, the modalities worked out by the 
Colombo meet should go a tong way in 
materialising regional cooperation in South 
Asia. itis to be hoped that the Dhaka meeting of 
foreign secretaries and the proposed meeting of 
the foreign ministers will back up these 
decisions and pave the way for meaning 
cooperation in South Asia. 


CSO: 4600/255 











PAKISTAN 


BETTER COOPERATION WITH NEPAL HOPED 
GF1431309 Karachi DAWN in English 9 Feb 83 p 7 
(Editorial: "Ties With Nepal"] 


[Text| The Nepalese prime minister's visit to Pakistan 

of views that exist between 
over the years naturally have a strong regional dinension. Their common 
interest in preserving the peace and stability of South Asia and indepen- 
dence of all countries in the area has been fully reflected in the position 
they have adopted on regional issues. Pakistan was one of the first countries 
to extend wholehearted support to King Birendra's proposal put forward in 
1975 to declare Nepal a zone of peace. Nepal, on its part, has consistently 
upheld Pakistan's stand on a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia. They 
have a common perception of the developments in South-West Asia. Both 
ieaders have called for the termination of foreign intervention in Afghanistan. 
Ecually significant is the importance they attach to South Asian regional 
cooperation which is in the process of being institutionalised. The common 
approach of Pakistan and Nepal towards world problems such as Kampuchea and 
the Middle East, has also helped to promote greater understanding between 
them on regional peace and security. The discussions Mr Thapa has held 
with President Zia and their contacts with the leaders of other countries 
should help them to forge a consensus among like minded nations at the forth- 
coming non-aligned summit at New Delhi. Since both Pakistan and Nepal pro- 
tess to stand for a strictly non-aligned foreign policy, their approach 
should help preserve and strengthen the "basic character of the non-aligned 


movement,'' to use Mr Thapa's words. 


The Nepalese prime minister's visit has also helped to focus attention on 
vilatera] relations. There have been fairly frequent contacts at the 
highest level. The two countries have signed a trade ayreement, a cultural 
accord, a technical assistance piogramme and an air service agreement. Now 
they have agreed to set up a joint commission. Although this list is 
impressive enough, not much exists by way of cooperation in trade, joint 
ventures, agriculture and communications--areas of which there is much 
scope tor expansion of ties. Technical cooperation is of a limited kind 
and is confined to the training and educational facilities which Pakistan 

is providing to a few Nepalese studying in colleges and technical institu- 
Trade is minimal since Nepal is a land-locked country and there 
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ions here. 
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PAKISTAN 


[SKUPTIVE STUDENT POLITICS CONDEMNED, CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACH URGED 


DLSt re) 
CF132005 Karachi DAWN in English 9 Feb 83 p 7 
(Editorial: "Dealing With Student Unrest" ] 


(Text] Prompted mainly by the disruption in Thursday's play in the final 
cricket test between Pakistan and India in Karachi, the local administration 
has warned the agitating Islami Jamiat-i Tulaba [IJT] students that any 
further act of hooliganism resulting in inconvenience to the general public 
cannot be allowed and the administration will be forced to take action under 
the law against those indulging in such acts." 


This warning has been accompanied with the administration's version of how 
this particular campaign originated and the pattern it has followed. It 
has been explained that the main demand of the agitating students--the 
release of the accused in a murder case--cannot be accepted since “it is 
not possible to withdraw the case and release the accused in a murder case. 
The proper course is to approach the relevant court." 
The students obviously have adopted a different strategy and one cannot be 
too sure about the official warning having the desired effect. The agita- 
tion, it must be noted, has already lasted more than a month. Initially, 
the University of Karachi campus was the scene of protest action. On 
january 19, a student-police clash on the campus served to enlarge the area 
operation and for days students were able to block traffic at various 
points with the help of hijacked buses. It has now been revealed by the 
administration that during this period, it has been "constantly in touch 
ith the said students and their supporters" and have been advising them to 
-bandon the agitational method and instead "seek redress in the court of 
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This public admission of the exhaustion of the administration's "patience 
and maximum restraint" raises a number of questions. Basically, it demon- 
strates the inability of the authorities, educational as well as adminis- 
trative, to mediate on issues that generate student indiscipline. It also 
shows bad judgement because an overly delayed threat to "take action under 
the law'' undermines the administration's credibility and reduces the effec- 


tiveness of any eventual action. 
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As it is, that was the fourth campus murder since February 1981 


tance automatic weapons were used in factional fights. We 
Stressed that student indiscipline cannot be tackled 


incident has reinforced a certain trend. Beside K I 

the only venue of student strife. It appears base the author- 
een tragically unmindful of the totality of this situation and 
en to be applying different standards in dealing with student 

in different places and at different times. 
‘es of rowdvism bv students were reported in recent weeks fror 
ies. The immediate causes of disturbances were naturally not the 
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the responses of the authorities should have reflec 
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seemed to have Over-reacted, presenti n¢ another aspect of their 
control the situation. In ueipied. thirty-three students 
nic were sentenced to rigorous imprisonment of from one tc 

ind also five to ten lashes by a summary military court on 

i Fridav. They were found guilty of possessing unauthorised 
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ising unlawful gathering, interference in the flow of traffic, 
of force against police officials. 
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we can lead to charges of partiality or inconsistency in 
he law. we believe that punitive action in itseit cannot be 
1 t 1uses of student unrest are deep-rooted and also involve 
sation. Against this background, it becomes necessary to 
entire relationship evolving between students and the establish- 
ed on 4a number of times that student agitation does not materi- 
1 sudden. Almost invariably, it is the result of failure on 
uthorities to provide leadership in academic and extra-curricular 
‘cise their moral authority and take prompt action to redress 
l nees With the erosion of the autonom of the educational 
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duty on tyres by 45 per cent as well, be as low as two-third of a paisa 

per mile or the increase in taxi fares merely 10 paisa per mile. If the 
local authorities do not agree to an increase in the fare and freight early 
enough the vehicle-owners will resort to corrupt or extraordinary tactics 
to obtain higher fares. That has been part of our economic history. 


The finance minister says that the increase in cost of production in gas- 
pased industries as a result of the rise in gas charges is only 0.76 per 
cent and of WAPDA [Water and Power Development Authority] one paisa per 
unit ot electricity after two or three months. But when the rise in elec- 
tricity rates come, will they be really as low as that? Similarly, when 
cement and fertiliser factories raise their prices later, will those 
increases, too, be very modest? Meanwhile, the railway minister is quoted 
as saying that the railways are considering increasing the fare by about 
15 per cent, while the local fares are to be increased sharply. 


The validity of the finance minister's fine mathematical calculations will 
be judged by how marginal is the increase in the prices and rates for the 
goods and services supplied by the government agencies and those controlled 
by it. Equally important is the extent to which the government succeeds 

in keeping the price increases as low as the finance minister says they 
should be. Of course, he does not have the mechanism to ensure there is 

no abnormal price rise. Fitful attempts at reducing prices for a couple 

of days will not produce results. They may only make a mockery of the 

price crisis. So, having given the prescription to the country in respect 

of price rises how is he going to ensure that the pat-nt is administered 
only that much of medicine and not fatally large doses? What is of real 
interest to the consumer is not how low should the price increase in general 
be following the rise in the prices of oil and gas, but how high does the 
price line go now and its cumulative impact, on his usually inelastic purse. 
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PAKISTAN 


FINANCE MINISTER'S REMARKS ON RUPEE DELINKING, DEVALUATION CRITICIZED 
GF132018 Karachi NAWA-E WAQT in Urdu 9 Feb 83 International Edition p 3 
[Editorial: "Fact or Hypothesis?"] 


[Excerpts] In answer to a member's query at the recent Majlis-e-shoora 
session, the minister for finance commerce, planning and provincial coopera- 
tion said it is a mere supposition that the Pakistani rupee's value has 
fallen by 30 percent since it was delinked from the dollar. He said that 
the value of international currencies always fluctuates on the international 
market and the government is making efforts to stabilize it. 


We are astonished at such a statement by the finance minister and that he 
should openly declare as hypothetical what is axiomatic. The newspapers 
are daily publishing the exchange rates of the Pakistani rupee against the 
other currencies. For example, today the dollar's price is 13 Pakistani 
rupees as against the rate of 10 Pakistani rupees to a dollar in January 
1982 when the rupee was delinked. Therefore, the present rate indicates a 
30 percent decrease in the value of the rupees. 


The simple truth (which the finance minister does not wish to acknowledge 
openly) is that pressure of the World Bank and other monetary organizations 
to devalue the rupee was increasing. After a great deal of prevarication, 
Our government succumbed to the pressure, but instead of devaluing the 
rupee, another course was adopted by delinking it from the dollar. In this 
way the same purpose was achieved which was what the monetary organizations 
wanted. Instead of such utterances that it is hypothetical that the value 


of the rupee has decr: ' 30 percent, woujd it not have been better to 
have taken the nation mfidence and admitted that such measures had 
become imperative in ti: ght of international pressure? The country has 


been enduring such burdens in the past; in fact it has also been tolerating 
the wrong kind of advisers and ministers and might continue to do so for 


some time. 


At the time of the delinking of the rupee from the dollar, it was announced 
that this would result in an increase in exports and subsequently, in 
greater prosperity. But what happened? Not only was there no increase 

in exports, the measure resulted in an actual decrease in the exports. 

The imports registered an increase. As for prosperity, that seems a distant 
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dream! The people had not yet recovered from the strain of the new budget 
when an increase in the prices of gasoline, diesel and other commodities 
in another 'minibudget' was announced and again it was stated that this 
would not affect the average consumer nor would it lead to price hikes: 
The finance minister has seen that this increase affected the prices of 
every commodity. Price control proved another farce and once again the 
middle and lower strata of society had to bear the brunt of this increase. 
Are skyrocketing prices a reality or a "mere supposition?" 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


OPF OFFICES--Islamabad, Jan 27--The Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (0PF) 
build its offices at the airports of Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad, so the 
can attend to the problems of the overseas Pakistanis immediately. It was 
decided at a high-level meeting held here today under the chairmanship of 
Secretarv-General, Defence, Major-General (Retd.) M. Rahim Khan. The offices 
will provide necessary information regarding Customs, Emigration and other 
concerned agencies. Sved Iqbal Imam, Managing Director, OPF, said that 
training course will also be conducted for the overseas Pakistanis with the 
cooperation of PIA, Customs and Emigration.--APP. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS 
RECORDER in English 28 Jan 83 p 3] 


hte 
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A. KASHMIR CEMENT PLANT--A cement plant with a designed capacity to produce 

250 tons of grey Portland cement per day or approximately 75,000 tons annually 
is proposed to be established at Muaffarabad, Azad Kashmir, it was learnt in 
Karachi. The project has been accorded approval by relevant government 
authorities. This will be the first cement plant in Azad Kashmir, and thus 

its establishment would contribute to easing of cement supply in the region and 
would also be instrumental in the creation of employment oppertunities and other 
economic benefits in the area. The total cost of the project has been estimated 
at about Rs.220 million out of w ic’ the foreign exchange component of about 

Rs. 168 million, required to fina.ce the import of plant and machinery, is 
expected to be met partly by the Pakistani sponsors operating a trading enterprise 
in UK and partly through suppliers credit from either Italy, France of 
Czechoslovakia.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 29 Jan 83 p 35} 


COVERNOR ON TERRORISTS--Peshawar, Jan 29--The NWFP Governor, Lt Gen Fazle Haq has 
said that the patriotism of the tribesmen have defeated the activities of 
terrorist organisation of Al-Zulfiqar whose members could now be identified and 
apprehended easily. Talking to newsmen here today, Gen Fazle Haq said that no 
terrorist could cross the border as the tribal people were keeping vigilance 
over it. He said that they are rightly called the "sword arms of Pakistan" by 
the Father of the Nation, Quad-eAzam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. About the number of 
Afghan refugees in NWFP, he said that as many as 2.2 million had been registered 
so far. This number did not include those who were living with their relatives 
and friends in the tribal areas.--APP. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER 


in English 30 Jan 83 p 8] 
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UNESCO AID--Islamabad, Jan 27--UNESCO will collaborate with Pakistan's Literacy 
and Mass Education Commission in the promotion of liceracy rate in the country. 
The scope of this collaboration was discussed in detail at a meeting between 

Mr T. K. Sakya, head of the UNESCO Regional Officer for Asia and the Pacific, 

and Mr Inayatullah, Chairman of the Commission, here on Wednesday. The Commission 
will organise workshops, seminars and other programmes on literacy in cooperation 
with the UNESCO. Mr T. K. Sakya assured that UNESCO will send experts and 
provide necessary educative material for carrying out literacy campaign in the 
country. He commended the efforts of the present Government for the promotion 

of adult education programmes in the country. He was briefed about the 

National Literacy Plan, to be implemented under the Sixth Five-Year Plan.--APP. 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 28 Jan 83 p 8] 


ZIA ROLE--London, Jan 31--"I will not remain in my present position indefinitely," 
said President Mohammad Zia-ul Haq, talking to the SUNDAY TIMES correspondent 

Ms Mary Ann Weaver in Islamabad. "Pakistanis have tolerated me for nearly six 
years, but eventually people get fed up. If I decide to continue running this 
country, I'll get the people's mandate." President Zia told Ms Weaver: "I am 
simply on passage through the Presidency, adding, "I've grown in office. I've 
become a politician over the years. But should I begin acting like a politician?" 
asked President Zia. "I have none of the traits (of a politician)." Ms Weaver 
puts the chances of PPP getting into power as "highly unlikely." [Yehia Syed] 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Feb 83 p 10] 


OIC SECRETARY 'GENERAL ELECTION--Islamabad, Jan 29--Pakistan is to field Law 
Minister Sharifuddin Pirzada for election to the post of OIC Secretary-General, 
it was learnt authoritatively. Election for the successor to Dr Habib Chatti 

is scheduled for December this year at the 14th Conference of the Islamic Foreign 
Ministers Conference. [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 30 Jan 83 p 8] 


COLLEGE DENATIONALIZATION--The denationalisation of St. Joseph's Convent College 
is to be considered at the Federal level while an amended MLO to be announced 

in the near future will consider the issue of educational institutions within 
church premises. This was disclosed yesterday by Mr Francis Lobo, member, 
Majlis-Shoora while speaking to MORNING NEWS. A meeting was held on Thursday, 
he said, in which representatives of the minority community met Mr 

M. P. Bhandara, President's Advisor on Minority Affairs. He said Mr Bhandara is 
to take up the issue with the high authorities, while Mr F. Lobo os to apprise 
the Federal Education Minister and President Zia-ul-Haq on the issue of de- 
nationalisation of St. Joseph's Convent College. It may be mentioned that since 
the Government had decided to allow the establishment of private colleges, the 
President of the Institute of the Daughters of the Cross, the registered society 
that manages the convent, has requested the return of its building rented out 

to St. Joseph's Government College for Women. [Lionel Andrades] [Excerpt] 
[Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 30 Jan 83 p 1] 
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JATOI BANNED FROM PUNJAB--Mr Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, a leader of the defunct 
People's Party, was yesterday externed from the Punjab for a period of 

three months. Mr Jatoi had gone to Lahore from Karachi and he was proposing 
to proceed to Islamabad today (Wednesday). However, an order under the 
maintenance of public order ordinance was served on him yesterday in Lahore. 
He was taken to Lahore airport and put on a flight to Karachi last evening. 
He had originally planned to visit Peshawar also, but while in Karachi he 
was served with an order banning his entry in the NWFP [Northwestern Frontier 
Province] for a period of 90 days. Mr Jatoi criticised restrictions on the 
movement of politicians. "It is a bad omen for the country," he said last 
evening. [Text] [GF131926 Karachi Dawn in English 9 Feb 83 p 1! 
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